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RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF LINDA 

SUTHERLAND 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today, in honor of Wom-
en’s History Month, to recognize Linda Suther-
land. Ms. Sutherland has served as the Exec-
utive Director of the Orange County Healthy 
Start Coalition since February 2001. She over-
sees a $3 million budget and related staff and 
programs which support the Coalition of over 
160 members, as well as a variety of direct 
maternal and child health and social services 
offered to the community. These services in-
clude a Fatherhood program, ACA enrollment 
help, and Children’s Health Insurance 
(KidCare). The Coalition served over 7,000 
women and 5,000 infants last year. 

The Coalition is responsible for identifying 
needs in the community, and designing and 
supporting related services for mothers and 
babies who are at-risk. Through its work, the 
Coalition ensures that every baby gets a 
‘‘healthy start’’ in life. In order to develop and 
maintain the Coalition and build community 
collaborations with the purpose of improving 
target health indices, Ms. Sutherland works 
with a wide variety of area maternal and child 
health providers, community agencies, and 
service providers. 

As Healthy Start Director, Ms. Sutherland 
has taken an interest in health disparities, 
serving as Founding Member of the Primary 
Care Access Network, Chair of the Central FL 
Partnership on Health Disparities, and initi-
ating programs specifically to reduce racial 
disparities in birth outcomes. She also serves 
on the March of Dimes State Planning Coun-
cil. 

Prior to her work with the Coalition, she 
served as the President of the Orange County 
Council of PTAs and then on the Orange 
County School Board for twelve years, from 
1990–2002. During her tenure she served as 
both Chairman and Vice Chairman of the local 
School Board and as President of the State 
School Board Association. She also rep-
resented Florida on the Council of Great City 
Schools and the National School Board Asso-
ciation. 

Ms. Sutherland was invited to the White 
House by then First Lady Laura Bush and 
former First Lady Barbara Bush for a discus-
sion on early literacy and school readiness in 
2001. Her areas of special interest and advo-
cacy have always been early childhood 
issues, especially related to early intervention 
and prevention, and legislative matters affect-
ing the welfare of children which have involved 
working closely with neighborhood groups, 
community leaders, and political representa-
tives. 

First and foremost a child advocate, Ms. 
Sutherland has spent considerable time learn-
ing about brain research, child health and best 
practices of parenting, and educating. She 
was a pioneer in advocating for the impor-
tance of investing in the early years for better 
long term outcomes. She is a sought-after 
speaker at events related to the well-being of 
children. She also serves on many boards re-
sponding to issues facing children and families 
in Central Florida and around the state, includ-

ing the Florida Children’s Campaign and the 
Children’s Cabinet of Orange County. 

Ms. Sutherland has been married to her 
best friend, Doug, for 40 years and they have 
one son, Andrew. 

I am happy to honor Linda Sutherland, dur-
ing Women’s History Month, for her contribu-
tions to the Central Florida community. 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF DEBORAH C. 
GERMAN, M.D. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today, in honor of Wom-
en’s History Month, to recognize Dr. Deborah 
C. German, a physician, educator, and admin-
istrator. Dr. German has served as Vice Presi-
dent for Medical Affairs at the University of 
Central Florida (UCF) since July 2010 and as 
the Founding Dean of UCF’s College of Medi-
cine since December 2006. 

After receiving her M.D. from Harvard Med-
ical School, Dr. German worked at a number 
of prestigious institutions. She was Resident in 
Medicine at the University of Rochester, Fel-
low and faculty member at Duke, Associate 
Dean for Students and Senior Associate Dean 
of Medical Education at Vanderbilt, President 
and CEO of Saint Thomas Hospital in Nash-
ville, and Association of American Medical 
Colleges (AAMC) Petersdorf Scholar-in-Resi-
dence. 

In her current position at UCF, Dr. German 
is working with a team of over 2,400 full-time, 
part-time, and volunteer faculty and staff mem-
bers to develop a 21st century research-based 
medical school as part of Orlando’s emerging 
Medical City. Recognizing the central role of 
the College of Medicine in Lake Nona, she 
takes an active leadership role in facilitating 
partnerships and expanding the reach of the 
Medical City. Dr. German led a community ef-
fort to fund scholarships for tuition and living 
expenses for the entire Charter Class. This 
was the first such effort in the history of Amer-
ican medicine, and to date has not been 
matched by any other college. 

Dr. German’s service to her community has 
been recognized by several local and national 
organizations. She is the recipient of honors 
and awards including the Athena Award from 
the City of Nashville in 2000, the AAMC 
Women in Medicine Leadership Development 
Award in 2002, the Orlando Sentinel Editorial 
Board’s Central Floridian of the Year in 2002, 
the National Library of Medicine’s a Local Leg-
end of Medicine in 2005, Orlando Sentinel’s 
‘‘25 Most Powerful People in Central Florida’’ 
in 2012, and the Orlando Blueprint Women of 
Distinction Award Honoree in 2014. 

I am happy to honor Dr. Deborah C. Ger-
man, during Women’s History Month, for her 
contributions to the Central Florida community. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TAMMY DUCKWORTH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 26, 2014 

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, on Tues-
day, March 25, 2014, I was unavoidably de-

tained due to a family emergency and missed 
the following votes: 

An amendment, offered by Mr. LOWENTHAL, 
numbered 1 printed in Part B of House Report 
113–374 to require States to implement the 
June 30, 1983 Office of Surface Mining Rec-
lamation and Enforcement stream buffer zone 
rule, unless a State has a program with great-
er stream protection. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on this amendment. 

An amendment, offered by Mr. CARTWRIGHT, 
numbered 2 printed in Part B of House Report 
113–374 to ensure that States maintain the 
ability to issue their own stream buffer rules. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ 
on this amendment. 

A Motion to Recommit, offered by Mr. BERA. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ 
on this amendment. 

H.R. 2824, a bill to amend the Surface Min-
ing Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 to 
stop the ongoing waste by the Department of 
the Interior of taxpayer resources and imple-
ment the final rule on excess spoil, mining 
waste, and buffers for perennial and intermit-
tent streams, and for other purposes. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘no’’ on this 
bill. H.R. 2824 is another cynical attempt to 
threaten the clean air and clean water my con-
stituents in Illinois’ 8th district rely on. Passage 
of this bill would undoubtedly open up our pre-
cious waterways to toxic mine waste and roll 
back the gains the Clean Water Act, the Sur-
face Mining Control and Reclamation Act 
(SMCRA), and Endangered Species Act have 
had for our communities. I have voted in the 
past to limit the materials that can be dumped 
in our waterways, including an amendment by 
Mr. MORAN on H.R. 2609, and would have 
voted again to protect the miles of waterways 
and numerous communities that would be af-
fected under H.R. 2824. 

f 

HONORING BETA DELTA OMEGA 
CHAPTER OF ALPHA KAPPA 
ALPHA SORORITY, INCOR-
PORATED 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 26, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable Beta 
Delta Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Incorporated that was organized on 
May 28, 1934 at Tougaloo College in 
Tougaloo, Mississippi while Margaret Davis 
Bowen was the South Eastern Regional Direc-
tor and Ida M. Jackson was the Eighth Su-
preme Basileus. Its charter members were 
Inez B. Prosser, Katie M. Wilson, Helen Grif-
fin, Aquila Jones, Florence O. Alexander, and 
L. Zenobia Coleman. 

Beta Delta Omega Chapter has a current 
membership of over 150 women and is the 
largest Chapter in the state of Mississippi. The 
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