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have actually done so. Insurance com-
panies need lots of young, healthy peo-
ple to pay premiums—to pay for pre-
miums and then not use much care in 
return. That is the only way this 
works. Unless more of those young peo-
ple sign up by the beginning of next 
week, theoretically—now extended by 
checking a box—premiums are going to 
jump. 

Here is the final question. When peo-
ple buy insurance through the 
ObamaCare exchanges, what kind of 
care will it provide? Just remember 
what the President said: If you like 
what you have, you could keep it; you 
could keep your doctor—easier than 
Amazon and cheaper than your cell 
phone. People are losing access to doc-
tors they have known and trusted for 
years. We have heard from people 
around the country that this has hap-
pened. But for some people having a 
doctor won’t mean they can actually 
see the doctor. According to the Asso-
ciation of American Medical Colleges, 
we are facing a shortage of about 90,000 
physicians by the end of this decade. 

Some patients may be able to get to 
see a doctor but maybe not the one 
they need. According to an Associated 
Press survey that was reported last 
week, only 4 of 19 leading cancer hos-
pitals—only 4 of 19 leading cancer hos-
pitals—said that they accept the plans 
from all the insurance companies in 
their State’s exchanges. For many 
other patients, the doctor is going to 
be spending more time looking at the 
computer instead of looking at them, 
even though they are in the same office 
together because of the burdensome 
new rules and recordkeeping require-
ments in the law. Maybe you can keep 
your doctor, maybe you cannot. Do you 
need special cancer care? Are you wor-
ried about whether you are going to be 
able to get that, and is the doctor 
going to be able to look at you and 
interact or is the doctor going to be 
staring at his computer screen instead 
of you in the limited time they have 
because of the burdensome require-
ments? It is going to be bad for pa-
tients. 

So patients are going to be getting 
less care and many will be paying a lot 
more than they were paying before. 
Secretary Sebelius finally conceded 
that the rates will continue to rise in 
2015. Now The Hill newspaper that is 
around—this is what they said on 
Wednesday, March 19: ‘‘ObamaCare pre-
miums are about to skyrocket.’’ 

The President said: cheaper than 
your cell phone. Reuters ran a headline 
that said: ‘‘Insurers see double-digit 
Obamacare price rises in many states 
next year.’’ Bloomberg’s headline yes-
terday was almost the same: 
‘‘Obamacare insurer WellPoint Sees 
Double-Digit Rate Rise.’’ 

The President said recently the law 
‘‘is working the way it should.’’ The 
President of the United States looked 
into the camera and said it is working 
the way it should. What does he think 
of the people who are on the other side 

watching him on TV? Does he realize 
how he is losing credibility with the 
American people when he makes bla-
tant statements like that, when they 
see how poorly it is working? 

I believe the President has no idea 
how the law is working, how poorly it 
is working or what is going to happen 
next. Does he really think the law is 
working or is it just a line that some-
body wrote for him and that he read? It 
is hard to know. Does he think that 
double-digit premium increases are a 
sign that the law is working? I heard 
from one of my constituents the other 
day, as we were away for the week 
talking to people around Wyoming, and 
he put it in writing. He is from western 
Wyoming. He said: 

Senator Barrasso, I am sorry for the snide 
subject of our e-mail but the truth hurts. I 
know I am preaching to the choir but I just 
wanted to share our story and frustration. 

Now I know the majority leader has 
been to the floor and said all of these 
stories that we tell are all lies. This is 
a person who lives in Wyoming. This is 
what is happening in that person’s life. 
He said: 

We have finally just finished applying for 
health care through the exchange and found 
out that our health insurance will double if 
we sign up. Fortunately for us, we are cov-
ered under our own insurance until this De-
cember. Our current plan is $505 a month, 
and it has a $15 thousand deductible after 
which it is an 80/20 split. The rub for us is the 
following: 

Under the construct of the subsidy plan we 
would theoretically qualify, based on our 
family size (5 girls) and our income. But 
since my employer offers health insurance 
for me and my family, we don’t qualify. So 
we are stuck in limbo. Nonetheless, if we go 
on my employer’s health insurance, we will 
be paying over $1000 more each month. If we 
go on the health care market place plan, the 
least expensive is $1,054/month. This is a sig-
nificant increase for our middle class family. 

I thought the affordable health care act 
was supposed to help us not hurt us. 

The affordable health care act was 
supposed to help us, he said, not hurt 
us. 

We are panicked on how we are going to 
pay for this in December? We will be taking 
all of the money that was going into savings 
to pay for a terrible insurance plan. Please 
help us and share our story with people who 
say this act is helping the middle class. 

I wish the majority leader were here 
to hear this. Please share this story— 
our story—a true story about a family 
in Wyoming, with those who say the 
act is helping the middle class. 

Madam President, it clearly is not. 
Does it sound like the law is working 
for this man and his family? President 
Obama says it is working just the way 
it is supposed to work. It is not work-
ing for this man and his family. 

Our health care system needed re-
form. It needs it now more than ever. 
We all know that. What Americans got 
with the Obama health care law was a 
monstrous new bureaucracy. It is rais-
ing costs for millions of people. It is 
leading to worse care and other unin-
tended consequences. Now these ques-
tions are just a small part of what the 
American people want to know. 

In fact, as of last night, I can think 
of another question. How does the 
Obama administration define the word 
deadline? Kathleen Sebelius in the 
House the other day said the deadline 
is March 31. We are not going to extend 
it. We are not under any circumstances 
going to extend it. The White House 
press secretary said the same. Are 
there any deadlines at all for anything 
in this administration? Is it all on the 
honor system? 

As we start to get answers to these 
questions, we are going to see even 
more clearly that this health care law 
has failed patients, it has failed health 
care providers, and it has failed tax-
payers. The President needs to admit 
that his law is not working. He needs 
to accept Republican ideas to replace 
it. Americans need better access to 
quality, affordable health care, not just 
broken promises, tired excuses, and un-
answered questions. 

Thank you, Madam President. I yield 
the floor, and I suggest the absence of 
a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mrs. MURRAY. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the order for the quorum call 
be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

(The remarks of Mrs. MURRAY per-
taining to the introduction of S. 2162 
are printed in today’s RECORD under 
‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and 
Joint Resolutions.’’) 

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to Rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the nomination 
of Christopher Reid Cooper, of the District of 
Columbia, to be United States District Judge 
for the District of Columbia. 

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Debbie 
Stabenow, Robert Menendez, Barbara 
Boxer, Patty Murray, Richard 
Blumenthal, Jeff Merkley, Carl Levin, 
Bernard Sanders, Joe Donnelly, Maria 
Cantwell, Barbara A. Mikulski, Tom 
Harkin, Tim Kaine, Jeanne Shaheen, 
Jon Tester. 
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