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Carter Tabernacle CME Church for her civic
and social involvement.

Mrs. Gordon received her bachelor's degree
in library science from South Carolina State
University, and her master’'s degree in guid-
ance and counseling and certification in ad-
ministration and supervision from UCF. Mrs.
Gordon is currently pursuing her Doctor of
Philosophy in Education with a Specialization
in Organizational Leadership.

Mrs. Gordon is the widow of the late Rev-
erend James D. Gordon, Jr., and the mother
of three Jones High School graduates.

| am happy to honor Kat Gordon, during
Women’s History Month, for her contributions
to the Central Florida community.

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF TIFFANY MOORE
RUSSELL

Mr. Speaker, | rise today, in honor of Wom-
en’s History Month, to recognize Commis-
sioner Tiffany Moore Russell. A native of Or-
lando, Florida and a product of Orange Coun-
ty’s public school system, Commissioner
Moore Russell is an alumna of Dr. Phillips
High School. She received her B.A. in Political
Science from the University of South Florida
and a J.D. from Florida State University Col-
lege of Law.

In November of 2006, she made history by
becoming the youngest County Commissioner
ever elected to serve on the Orange County
Commission. In her role as the Commissioner
for District 6, she oversees a budget of over
$5 billion and more than 8000 employees.
Commissioner Moore Russell is committed to
remaining accountable and accessible to each
and every constituent, increasing recreational
and career opportunities for youth, creating
stable and viable neighborhoods, and
strengthening Orange County’s economy by
increasing the availability of jobs and minority
business opportunities.

Commissioner Moore Russell has been a
community advocate for many years, both as
an elected official and a private citizen. Prior
to her role as Commissioner, she served on
the Orange County Community Action Board,
where she was elected Chairman and Vice
Chairman. She also accepted volunteer ap-
pointments to both the Orange County Board
of Zoning and Adjustments and the Orange
County Citizens Review Board. She has also
served on numerous boards including Orange
County’s Commission on Aging, Value and
Adjustment Board, Youth and Family Services
Board, the Downtown Orlando CRA/DDB
Board, African American Chamber of Com-
merce, 2008 Electoral Canvassing Board,
International Drive Master Transit and Im-
provement District, METROPLAN, and the
Florida Association of Counties.

Her love for the Central Florida community
is evident through her desire to initiate local
community programs. Family Hope Day is a
program designed to promote community part-
nerships, neighborhood unity, and a safer,
more caring community for the residents of the
Washington Park neighborhood. The Annual
Summer Safety Event was established to pre-
pare students for a safe, positive, and produc-
tive summer vacation. The Pine Hills Clean
Sweep is organized to remove debris and
trash from the streets in an effort to make the
Pine Hills neighborhood a better place to live.
The Commissioner's W/MBE Townhall Meet-
ings are citizen driven forums that allow local
business owners to discuss topics related to
doing business in Orange County. In addition,
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Commissioner Moore Russell initiated the E-
Zone Workshop, “School Days Are Here
Again” Back to School Rally, “Holiday Senior
Brunch,” and “Holiday Extravaganza” pro-
grams.

Commissioner Moore Russell is a member
of the local chapter of the NAACP, the Florida
Bar, the Orange County Bar Association, the
Virgil Hawkins Chapter of the National Bar As-
sociation, the Paul C. Perkins Bar Association,
the Central Florida Women’s Lawyer Associa-
tion, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. and the
Life Center Church of Eatonville, Florida. In
addition to serving on the commission she is
an Associate Counsel with the Law Offices of
John DiMasi. Commissioner Russell is married
to Anthony K. Russell, Jr. and they are the
proud parents of Anthony K. Russell, Il.

| am happy to honor Commissioner Tiffany
Moore Russell, during Women’s History
Month, for her contributions to the Central
Florida community.

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF NANCY CAROLA
PLATTE JACOBSON

Mr. Speaker, | rise today, in honor of Wom-
en’s History Month, to recognize Nancy Carola
Platte Jacobson. Nancy was born at the end
of World War Il. Her father, William Neal
Platte, a metallurgical research engineer,
worked in the aircraft industry. She is a first-
generation German-American, as her mother,
Ursula Carola Brunhilt Bruck, was born in Ger-
many. Her German grandparents were present
in her life for many years. From them, Nancy
acquired a deep appreciation for our democ-
racy and America’s place in history.

Growing up in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
Nancy received an excellent public education.
She remains grateful to mentors like her world
history teacher, Ronald Hoover, who recog-
nized her capabilites and pushed her to
achieve, and Frau Martha Rose, who taught
Nancy her mother tongue, German, in high
school.

Nancy went on to major in German, with mi-
nors in French and English, at the University
of Pittsburgh, finishing Magna Cum Laude in
1966. It was her great good fortune and honor
to be awarded a Fulbright Scholarship to study
in Germany for the year following her gradua-
tion. World War Il had ended barely 20 years
earlier, and the Berlin Wall had been up for
only a few years. During her time in Germany,
Nancy spent a life-changing week in East Ber-
lin.

Nancy lived and worked in the Washington,
D.C. area in 1968, a tumultuous time in Amer-
ican history. After moving to Florida in 1969,
she became a certified paralegal and man-
aged a law office. In mid-life, Nancy returned
to school and obtained her law degree from
the University of Florida in 1984.

Although Nancy acknowledges the fortunate
circumstances of her birth, she has often said
she was less fortunate to be born female at a
time when women’s choices were restricted by
law and social convention. Nancy believes that
we as a country lose when society stereotypes
and restricts any segment of our population
based on race, gender, ethnicity, orientation,
or other labels.

Now retired, Nancy has devoted the past
decade of her life to civic activism and citizen
lobbying to achieve social and economic jus-
tice for all and to restore and strengthen our
democracy. Galvanized by the contentious
election of 2000, Nancy worked with many
others on election integrity and protection
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issues in Florida. She later worked to pass the
“Fair Districts” amendment to Florida’s state
constitution in order to reduce the disenfran-
chisement of Florida’s citizens through gerry-
mandering.

Nancy is also an elected member of the
Democratic National Committee, representing
Florida since 2008. Nancy has always been
grateful to her husband, James R. Lussier, for
his support of her civic and political activism.
Without his support, Nancy would not have
been able to accomplish a fraction of what she
has achieved and what she hopes to achieve
going forward.

| am happy to honor Nancy Carola Platte
Jacobson, during Women’s History Month, for
her civic activism and efforts toward social and
economic justice.

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 27, 2014

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $17,555,984,029,917.02. We've
added $6,929,106,981,003.94 to our debt in 5
years. This is over $6.9 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

————

THE INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO
DIRECT THE JOINT COMMITTEE
ON THE LIBRARY TO ACCEPT A
STATUE DEPICTING PIERRE
I’ENFANT FROM THE DISTRICT
OF COLUMBIA AND TO PROVIDE
FOR THE PERMANENT DISPLAY
OF THE STATUE IN THE UNITED
STATES CAPITOL

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 27, 2014

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, in this
month in which Pierre L’Enfant was hired to
design the plan for the District for Columbia in
1791, | introduce a bill to direct the Joint Com-
mittee on the Library to accept a statue depict-
ing Pierre L’Enfant from the District of Colum-
bia and to provide for the permanent display
of the statue in the United States Capitol.

Pierre L’'Enfant was born in France in 1754.
He was an engineer and an architect, and he
traveled to the United States to serve with the
United States in the Revolutionary War. In
March 1791, L’Enfant was hired to develop the
design for the District of Columbia. L’Enfant’s
design for the city was so remarkable that it
remains and is cherished today in the nation’s
capital and throughout this country. L’Enfant’s
design envisioned a federal and residential
city with diagonal streets propelling from Con-
gress and the President’'s home, beautiful bou-
levards on local streets and neighborhoods,
and open spaces for monuments, memorials
and historical structures, all of which largely
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