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having founded and run a bank that fo-
cuses on making small and mid-size
loans. She also served as the head of
California’s Business, Transportation
and Housing Agency. The SBA will
benefit from the valuable insight Ms.
Contreras-Sweet gained from this com-
bination of experience working directly
with small businesses and admin-
istering a large government agency.
The experience will serve her well as
SBA Administrator.

As a member of the Senate Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship I had the opportunity to
engage Ms. Contreras-Sweet during her
confirmation hearing. She impressed
me with her understanding of all that
it takes to launch and run a successful
small business. She has the skills and
the enthusiasm to help entrepreneurs
drive our economic growth and create
jobs.

I am happy to support Ms. Contreras-
Sweet’s nomination and I look forward
to working with her as the SBA Ad-
ministrator.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who
yields time?

Ms. CANTWELL. Madam President, I
yield back all time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, all time is yielded back.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nomination of
Maria Contreras-Sweet, of California,
to be Administrator of the Small Busi-
ness Administration?

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table.

The President will be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action.

———————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will resume legislative session.

———

PROTECTING VOLUNTEER FIRE-
FIGHTERS AND EMERGENCY RE-
SPONDERS ACT OF 2014—MOTION
TO PROCEED—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader is recognized.
ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that at 1:45 p.m.
today the Senate proceed to executive
session and resume consideration of
the Owens nomination—Calendar No.
573; that notwithstanding rule XXII,
the Senate proceed to vote on the mo-
tion to invoke cloture on the nomina-
tion; that immediately following the
cloture vote and notwithstanding rule
XXII, the Senate resume legislative
session and proceed to vote on the mo-
tion to invoke cloture on H.R. 3979; fur-
ther, if cloture is invoked on the Owens
nomination, all postcloture time be
considered expired at 5:30 p.m., Mon-
day, March 31, and the Senate proceed
to vote on confirmation of the Owens
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nomination; that upon disposition of
the Owens nomination, the Senate re-
sume legislative session and, if cloture
is invoked on the motion to proceed to
H.R. 3979, then all postcloture time be
considered expired and the Senate pro-
ceed to consideration of the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that following the cloture vote on the
motion to proceed to H.R. 3979, the
Senate proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 700; that there be
2 minutes for debate, equally divided in
the usual form prior to a vote on the
nomination; that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table, with no intervening action
or debate; that no further motions be
in order; that any related statements
be printed in the RECORD; that Presi-
dent Obama be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action and the Senate
then resume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

SGR

Mr. REID. Madam President, for the
knowledge of all Members, 20 minutes
ago or so the House passed by voice
vote the—

Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, the
Senate is not in order. No one can hear.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from California is correct. The
Senate is not in order. The Senate will
be in order. Senators will bring their
conversations to a close.

The majority leader.

Mr. REID. Twenty minutes ago the
House passed by voice vote the 13-
month patch of the SGR.

There was work done on a bipartisan
basis by all Senators to get a perma-
nent fix. We can only do what we can
do. I have had a number of my Repub-
lican colleagues come to me and say:
We will do this, but you have to get the
assurance of the Speaker that he would
accept this, and the Speaker would not
accept what was being proposed. The
original plan was my idea and I am
very disappointed it didn’t work out,
but I have been trying to do it for 4
years, so I am not surprised. But it is
no one’s fault in the Senate.

We have a new chair of the Finance
Committee. He has worked very hard
on a bipartisan basis to come up with a
way to get rid of this SGR once and for
all. We weren’t able to do that.

So the patch we have is imperfect,
but it is something that will take care
of things. I don’t mean to be mean-spir-
ited, but I am tired of people saying
you are taking care of the doctors but
no one else. We are taking care of pa-
tients for the next 13 months—pa-
tients—and I think that is extremely
important. We have millions of people
who have doctors who take Medicare
patients. For us not to do this would
have been truly unfortunate.

I am disappointed we aren’t able to
get a permanent fix, but we have been
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able to do that. We should be very
happy we have been able to do as well
as we have done. I personally am not
overjoyed about what is in the bill, but
I am satisfied with what is in the bill.
I hope we can expeditiously move and
get this done today.

I note the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
VENEZUELA

Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, the
reason I come to the floor is to call at-
tention to a crisis that has fallen off
the front pages over the last few weeks;
that is, the situation in our own hemi-
sphere that is occurring in Venezuela. 1
recognize there have been news stories
about an airplane that has been trag-
ically potentially lost—or has been
lost. We don’t know the full outcome of
that yet. I know the situation in
Ukraine has captivated the attention
of the public—and rightfully so—and I
am pleased to see the Senate has taken
important steps today toward address-
ing that issue.

I wish to speak about something that
is happening in our own backyard, in
our own hemisphere; in fact, something
that is impacting hundreds of thou-
sands of people who live in Florida be-
cause they have family members who
still live in the country of Venezuela.

Since February 4 of this year, Ven-
ezuelans have been taking to the
streets to complain about their govern-
ment. These Venezuelans are from all
walks of life, but they have truly been
motivated by young people, by stu-
dents.

The origins of this public discontent
are important to understand because
they are not just purely political. It in
fact has to do with the dysfunction and
the failures of the government that is
currently in charge of that country.
The statistics bear out that dysfunc-
tion and their failures. For example,
violence and insecurity is among the
highest in the entire Western Hemi-
sphere. The murder rate in Venezuela
was 79 per 100,000 people in 2013.

In the city of Caracas, the capital of
Venezuela, the murder rate is actually
almost double that. It is 122 per 100,000,
making it one of the most dangerous
cities on Earth. The unbridled corrup-
tion that exists in terms of how State
assets are used—Venezuela is an oil-
rich country. There are individuals in
that government who have empowered
themselves of Venezuela’s oil, not their
oil, and are basically giving it away to
countries such as Cuba and others and
using it as their own personal piggy
bank for personal enrichment and to
fund their governmental operations at
the expense of the people of Venezuela.
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