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strong-point, working their way to
within 50 yards of the Germans. He
then stormed a line of German foxholes
alone, reaching a key machine pistol
nest which had caused heavy casualties
among his men. After ripping off the
cover of the firing pit, Schwab forced
the German soldier inside to accom-
pany him back behind friendly lines,
surviving a barrage of gunfire. His ac-
tions so disorganized the hostile infan-
try resistance that the enemy with-
drew. This episode of selfless heroism
dismantled a strong German position,
aiding the Allied front.

First Lieutenant Schwab was wound-
ed three times in Active Duty but con-
tinued to serve in the U.S. Army until
October 26, 1945. Schwab returned to
the family farm in Hooper and later
worked as a rural mail carrier. His
service continued in civilian life
through his involvement in his church
council, the Hooper and Logan View
school boards, and other organizations.
Schwab’s commitment and connection
remained strong in part through his
membership in the Cornelius Tillman
American Legion Post 18 and the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Post 10535 in
Hooper.

First Lieutenant Schwab died at age
86 in 2005. Although the Medal of Honor
comes 9 years after his death, the brav-
ery and heroism he showed in 1944 is
now rightly recognized. I congratulate
his wife Maralee, his children, and his
grandchildren, who accepted this award
in his memory. Nebraskans have a long
and proud tradition of military service.
Schwab’s actions exemplify selflessness
and courage, setting a worthy example
for many others who would follow.

First Lieutenant Schwab’s commit-
ment to community and country is
truly inspiring. I ask my colleagues,
my fellow Nebraskans, and all Ameri-
cans to join me in honoring his service,
recognizing the valor for which the
Medal of Honor was awarded.e

———

PRESIDENT'S REPORT TO CON-
GRESS RELATIVE TO THE SEC-
RETARY OF THE INTERIOR’S
CERTIFICATION UNDER SECTION
8 OF THE FISHERMAN’S PROTEC-
TIVE ACT OF 1967, AS AMENDED
(THE “PELLY AMENDMENT”) (22
U.S.C. 1978) THAT NATIONALS OF
ICELAND HAVE CONDUCTED
WHALING ACTIVITIES THAT DI-
MINISH THE EFFECTIVENESS OF
THE CONVENTION ON INTER-
NATIONAL TRADE 1IN ENDAN-
GERED SPECIES OF WILD FAUNA
AND FLORA (CITES)—PM 37

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation:

To the Congress of the United States:
On January 31, 2014, Secretary of the
Interior Sally Jewell certified under
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section 8 of the Fisherman’s Protective
Act of 1967 (the ‘“‘Pelly Amendment’’)
(22 U.S.C. 1978), that nationals of Ice-
land are conducting trade in whale
meat and products that diminishes the
effectiveness of the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES). This message constitutes my
notification to the Congress consistent
with subsection (b) of the Pelly Amend-
ment.

This is the third certification by
United States Government agencies of
Iceland for their continued whaling ac-
tivities. In 2004, Secretary of Com-
merce Donald L. Evans made a certifi-
cation regarding Iceland under the
Pelly Amendment because its scientific
whaling program diminished the effec-
tiveness of the International Whaling
Commission (IWC). When Iceland re-
sumed commercial whaling in 2006,
Secretary of Commerce Carlos M.
Gutierrez continued Iceland’s certifi-
cation. In 2011, Secretary of Commerce
Gary Locke increased actions to be
taken by members of the Cabinet, Fed-
eral departments and agencies, and
U.S. delegations by again certifying
Iceland for diminishing the effective-
ness of the IWC.

A single Icelandic company, Hvalur
hf, conducts fin whaling. Iceland does
not consume most of these fin whales;
rather, they are exported, mainly to
Japan. Iceland’s commercial harvest of
fin whales escalated dramatically in
2009 and 2010, was suspended in 2011 and
2012 due to difficulties in the Japanese
market after the 2011 earthquake and
tsunami, and resumed in 2013. Between
1987 and 2008, Iceland hunted a total of
7 fin whales. In 2009, Iceland hunted 125
fin whales, followed by 148 in 2010, zero
in the years 2011-2012, and 134 fin
whales in 2013. On December 16, 2013,
Iceland set its 2014-2019 fin whale quota
at 154 fin whales per year, an increase
in its previous yearly whaling quota.
According to the IWC, a harvest of 46
fin whales in the North Atlantic is bio-
logically sustainable.

Iceland’s actions jeopardize the sur-
vival of the fin whale, which is listed in
CITES among the species most threat-
ened with extinction, and they under-
mine multilateral efforts to ensure
greater worldwide protection for
whales. Specifically, Iceland’s contin-
ued commercial whaling and recent
trade in whale products diminish the
effectiveness of CITES because: (1) Ice-
land’s commercial harvest of fin
whales undermines the goal of CITES
to ensure that international trade in
species of animals and plants does not
threaten their survival in the wild; and
(2) Iceland’s current fin whale harvest
and quota exceeds catch levels that the
IWC’s scientific body advised were sus-
tainable.

In her letter of January 31, 2014, Sec-
retary Jewell expressed her concern for
Iceland’s actions, and I share these
concerns. Just as the United States
made the transition from a commercial
whaling nation to a whale watching na-
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tion, we must enhance our engagement
to facilitate this change by Iceland.

To ensure that this issue continues
to receive the highest level of atten-
tion, I have directed: (1) relevant U.S.
agencies to raise concerns with Ice-
land’s trade in whale parts and prod-
ucts in appropriate CITES fora and
processes, and, in consultation with
other international actors, to seek ad-
ditional measures to reduce such trade
and enhance the effectiveness of
CITES; (2) relevant senior Administra-
tion officials and U.S. delegations
meeting with Icelandic officials to
raise U.S. objections to commercial
whaling and Iceland’s ongoing trade in
fin whale parts and products and to
urge a halt to such action, including
immediate notification of this position
to the Government of Iceland; (3) the
Department of State and other rel-
evant agencies to encourage Iceland to
develop and expand measures that in-
crease economic opportunities for the
nonlethal uses of whales in Iceland,
such as responsible whale watching ac-
tivities and educational and scientific
research activities that contribute to
the conservation of whales; (4) the De-
partment of State to re-examine bilat-
eral cooperation projects, and where
appropriate, to base U.S. cooperation
with Iceland on the Icelandic govern-
ment changing its whaling policy, abid-
ing by the IWC moratorium on com-
mercial whaling, and not engaging in
trade in whale parts and products in a
manner that diminishes the effective-
ness of CITES; (56) the Department of
State to inform the Government of Ice-
land that the United States will con-
tinue to monitor the activities of Ice-
landic companies that engage in com-
mercial whaling and international
trade in whale parts and products; (6)
Cabinet secretaries and other senior
Administration officials to evaluate
the appropriateness of visits to Iceland
in light of Iceland’s resumption of fin
whaling and ongoing trade in fin whale
parts and products; (7) relevant depart-
ments and agencies to examine other
options for responding to continued
whaling by Iceland; and (8) all relevant
departments and agencies to report on
their actions, within 6 months of cer-
tification, and any updates as needed
beyond, through the Departments of
State and the Interior. In addition, pre-
vious Pelly certifications of Iceland,
and the direction to take actions pur-
suant to those certifications, remain in
effect. I concur with the recommenda-
tion, as presented by the Secretary of
the Interior, to pursue the use of non-
trade measures and that the actions
outlined above are the appropriate
course of action to address this issue.
Accordingly, I am not directing the
Secretary of the Treasury to impose
trade measures on Icelandic products
for the whaling activities that led to
the certification by the Secretary of
the Interior.

The Departments of State, Com-
merce, and the Interior will continue
to monitor and encourage Iceland to
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revise its policies regarding commer-
cial whaling. Further, within 6 months,
I have directed relevant departments
and agencies to report to me through
the Departments of State, Commerce,
and the Interior on their actions. I be-
lieve that continuing focus on Ice-
landic whaling activities is needed to
encourage Iceland to halt commercial
whaling and support international con-
servation efforts.
BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, April 1, 2014.

———————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 12:24 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WOLF) has signed the fol-
lowing enrolled bill:

H.R. 4302. An act to amend the Social Se-
curity Act to extend Medicare payments to
physicians and other provisions of the Medi-
care and Medicaid programs, and for other
purposes.

The enrolled bill was subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. LEAHY).

————

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bills were read the first
time:

S. 2198. A bill to direct the Secretary of the
Interior, the Secretary of Commerce, and the
Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency to take actions to provide addi-
tional water supplies and disaster assistance
to the State of California and other Western
States due to drought, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 2199. A Dbill to amend the Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938 to provide more effec-
tive remedies to victims of discrimination in
the payment of wages on the basis of sex, and
for other purposes.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-5073. A communication from the Dep-
uty Chief, Consumer and Governmental Af-
fairs Bureau, Federal Communications Com-
mission, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Closed Captioning
of Video Programming; Telecommunications
for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, Petition
for Rulemaking” (FCC 13-118) received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office
of the President of the Senate on March 20,
2014; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-5074. A communication from the Gen-
eral Attorney, Consumer Product Safety
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Revisions to
Supplemental Definition of ‘Strong Sen-
sitizer’” (Docket No. CPSC-2013-0010) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
March 7, 2014; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-5075. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory
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Programs, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
Department of Commerce, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Taking and Importing Marine Mammals;
Taking Marine Mammals Incidental to U.S.
Air Force Launches, Aircraft and Helicopter
Operations, and Harbor Activities Related to
Launch Vehicles From Vandenberg Air Force
Base (VAFB), California” (RIN0648-BD62) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on March 4, 2014; to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-5076. A communication from the Para-
legal Specialist, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Stage 3 Helicopter Noise
Certification Standards” ((RIN2120-AJ96)
(Docket No. FAA-2012-0948)) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on
March 13, 2014; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-5077. A communication from the Para-
legal Specialist, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Helicopter Air Ambulance,
Commercial Helicopter, and Part 91 Heli-
copter” ((RIN2120-AJ53) (Docket No. FAA-
2010-0982)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on March 13, 2014; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-5078. A communication from the Para-
legal Specialist, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Ap-
proach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Mis-
cellaneous Amendments (93); Amdt. No. 3578
(RIN2120-AA65) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on March 13, 2014; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-5079. A communication from the Para-
legal Specialist, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Ap-
proach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Mis-
cellaneous Amendments (16); Amdt. No. 3575
(RIN2120-AA65) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on March 13, 2014; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-5080. A communication from the Para-
legal Specialist, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“‘Standard Instrument Ap-
proach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Mis-
cellaneous Amendments (10); Amdt. No. 3576’
(RIN2120-AA65) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on March 13, 2014; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-5081. A communication from the Para-
legal Specialist, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Ap-
proach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Mis-
cellaneous Amendments (35); Amdt. No. 3577
(RIN2120-AA65) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on March 13, 2014; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-5082. A communication from the Para-
legal Specialist, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“Amendment of Class D and
Class E Airspace; Wheeling, IL”’ ((RIN2120-
AA66) (Docket No. FAA-2013-0955)) received
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in the Office of the President of the Senate
on March 13, 2014; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-5083. A communication from the Para-
legal Specialist, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“Amendment of Class D Air-
space; St. Paul, MN”’ ((RIN2120-AA66) (Dock-
et No. FAA-2013-0954)) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on March 13,
2014; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-5084. A communication from the Para-
legal Specialist, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class D Air-
space; St. Joseph, MO” ((RIN2120-AA66)
(Docket No. FAA-2013-0917)) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on
March 13, 2014; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-5085. A communication from the Para-
legal Specialist, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Macon, GA” ((RIN2120-AA66) (Docket
No. FAA-2013-0552)) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on March 13,
2014; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-5086. A communication from the Para-
legal Specialist, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“‘Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Georgetown, TX” ((RIN2120-AA66)
(Docket No. FAA-2013-0592)) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on
March 13, 2014; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-5087. A communication from the Para-
legal Specialist, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Philip, SD”’ ((RIN2120-AA66) (Docket
No. FAA-2013-0916)) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on March 13,
2014; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-5088. A communication from the Para-
legal Specialist, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Hamilton, OH” ((RIN2120-A A66)
(Docket No. FAA-2013-0593)) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on
March 13, 2014; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-5089. A communication from the Para-
legal Specialist, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Lapeer, MI” ((RIN2120-AA66) (Docket
No. FAA-2013-0174)) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on March 13,
2014; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-5090. A communication from the Para-
legal Specialist, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“‘Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Lawrenceville, IL’ ((RIN2120-AA66)
(Docket No. FAA-2013-0590)) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on
March 13, 2014; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-5091. A communication from the Para-
legal Specialist, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Hampton, TA” ((RIN2120-AA66) (Dock-
et No. FAA-2013-0585)) received in the Office
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