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rise in strong support of H.R. 4323, the
“Debbie Smith Reauthorization Act of 2014,”
which reauthorizes three grant programs to
address DNA backlogs and provide DNA train-
ing and technical assistance on local, state,
and federal levels.

It is essential that these programs be reau-
thorized so that the backlog of unprocessed
rape kits can be reduced and then eliminated
and perpetrators of sexual assault crimes can
be prosecuted and convicted.

There is an ever-present need to continue
robust funding for programs such as the
Debbie Smith DNA Backlog Grant Program in
order to make sure victims do not fall through
the cracks of the system.

Women who have been raped have a right
to expect police to thoroughly investigate the
case and prosecute the offenders; however,
many rape kits across the country are never
even tested, and the perpetrators never face
justice.

Mr. Speaker, the number of backlogged
DNA samples was in excess of 100,000 na-
tionwide as recently as January 2010.

H.R. 4323 reauthorizes for four years (until
the end of fiscal year 2019) the following pro-
grams:

1. “Debbie Smith Reauthorization” ($151
million/fiscal year): grants for state and local
DNA crime laboratories to address DNA back-
logs and enhance their capacity.

2. DNA training and technical assistance
($12.5 million/fiscal year): directed to law en-
forcement, courts, forensic scientists, and cor-
rections.

3. DNA training and technical assistance
($30 million/fiscal year): directed to sexual as-
sault nurse examiner (“SANE”) programs.

In my congressional district, these grant pro-
grams have resulted in forensic laboratories
being hired to clear much of the Houston Po-
lice Department's backlog of untested DNA
benefit from this type of legislation.

Just within the past year, decades-old rape
kits that sat untested in Houston have identi-
fied at least one-third of potential offenders in
cases where there was sufficient DNA, ac-
cording to the Houston Police Department.

In my district more than 6,600 rape kits
have been cleared as of August 2013 because
of the funding made possible by the grant pro-
grams that H.R. 4323 will reauthorize. This
record of success highlights the importance
and continuing need to provide adequate fund-
ing so law enforcement agencies can conduct
necessary DNA testing and training.

Mr. Speaker, the DNA Initiative is an invalu-
able tool for law enforcement today, and it will
continue to be a legislative priority of mine.
That is why | am pleased to co-sponsor H.R.
4323 and urge my colleagues to join me in
voting to approve this critically important legis-
lation.

Mr. GOODLATTE. I continue to re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself the balance of my time
to encourage my colleagues to support
the reauthorization of the Debbie
Smith Act. I thank my colleague from
Virginia for his support.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself the balance of my time.

I recognize the many people who
have worked very hard to bring us to
the reauthorization today of this im-
portant legislation.
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I particularly want to thank Con-
gresswoman MALONEY for her leader-
ship from the original legislation to
today. Congresswoman KAREN BASS of
California unfortunately could not be
with us for this debate this evening,
but she has played a role as the lead
cosponsor of this legislation. I thank
the ranking member of the full com-
mittee and the ranking member of the
Crime Subcommittee, Mr. CONYERS and
Mr. ScoTT, for their hard work on this
as well.

I certainly thank the chairman of the
Crime Subcommittee, Mr. SENSEN-
BRENNER, for his contribution, as well
at the gentleman from Texas (Mr. POE)
for his work in this area on this and
other legislation affecting crimes
against women.

Mr. Speaker, this is important legis-
lation that will help avoid many, many
future victims. I really thank Debbie
Smith and Natasha Alexenko for being
with us when we talked about this
issue this afternoon. I want to thank
them for their courage in speaking out
about it. They are not only helping to
have a better understanding on the
part of the public of the nature of this
problem, but they are actually helping
to fight crime.

This Congress will be helping to fight
crime when we get these perpetrators
of these horrific events much, much
more quickly than these multiyear
delays that we have heard about to-
night. We need to get them quickly. We
need to prosecute the guilty. We need
to exonerate the innocent and put the
guilty ones in prison, where they can-
not perpetrate more of these crimes.
Some of them are out on the streets for
additional years perpetrating mul-
titudinous crimes. This is a serious
problem. It will save the taxpayers
money by reducing the amount of
crime that is perpetrated in our soci-
ety.

I urge my colleagues to support this
important legislation, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
GOODLATTE) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4323.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 55 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
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tempore (Mr. POE of Texas) at 6 o’clock
and 20 minutes p.m.

———

BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING
TRANSPARENCY ACT OF 2014

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1(c) of rule XIX, further
consideration of H.R. 1872 will now re-
sume.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

MOTION TO RECOMMIT

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I have a
motion to recommit at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is the
gentlewoman opposed to the bill?

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I am op-
posed in its current form.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the motion to recom-
mit.

The Clerk read as follows:

Ms. DeLauro moves to recommit the bill
H.R. 1872, as reported, to the Committee on
the Budget with instructions to report the
same back to the House forthwith with the
following amendment:

At the end of the bill, add the following
new title:

TITLE IV—EQUAL PAY AND PROTECTING
SMALL BUSINESSES AND CONSUMERS
SEC. 401. EQUAL PAY FOR WOMEN AND PRO-

TECTING SMALL BUSINESSES AND

CONSUMERS FROM HIGHER LOAN
COSTS.

(a) EQUAL PAY FOR WOMEN.—This Act shall
not take effect until the female-to-male
earnings ratio of full-time, year-round work-
ers is at least 100 percent, as reported by the
Bureau of the Census pursuant to the data
collected from any Current Population Sur-
vey Annual Social and Economic Supple-
ment.

(b) PROTECTING SMALL BUSINESSES AND
CONSUMERS.—This Act shall not apply to any
loan for a small business, student, agri-
culture, or for veterans’ housing if such Act
increases the cost of such loan and credit
programs for small businesses and consumers
due to the elimination or reduction of Fed-
eral support.

Ms. DELAURO (during the reading).
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
to dispense with the reading.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Connecticut?

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Objec-
tion is heard.

The Clerk will read.

The Clerk continued to read.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Connecticut is recog-
nized for 5 minutes in support of her
motion.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, this is a
final amendment to the bill. It will not
kill the bill or send it back to com-
mittee. If adopted, the bill will imme-
diately proceed to final passage, as
amended.

This amendment works to end pay
discrimination against women, and it
helps to ensure a very simple principle,
one I hope that everyone in this body
agrees with: men, women, same job,
same pay, because it is true in this
body.
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