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have faced repeated brutal acts at the
hands of the Castro regime—no less
violent than the regimes of any other
terrorist state.

Finally, it is important to note that
detentions, violence, and harassment
are not reserved for political activists
alone but also directed at labor rights
activists as well. In early March of this
year AFL-CIO President Trumka
called on the Cuban Government to end
its harassment of Mr. Cuesta Morua
and all independent union activists ad-
vocating for labor rights to protect
Cuban workers, such as Morua and
Maria Elena Mir and her colleagues.

American workers are not turning a
blind eye to what the Cuban regime is
doing to limit worker rights, and we
should not turn a blind eye either. We
must support those such as Morua and
Maria who are willing to step forward
for labor rights in the face of a repres-
sive regime that will not stop at any-
thing to silence them.

As the people of Cuba look to cast off
the shackles of five decades of dictato-
rial rule, we must stand with and speak
out in support of all those who seek to
reclaim their civil and political rights
and promote political pluralism and
democratic values. We cannot turn our
back on Cuba’s human rights viola-
tions record for decades simply because
““enough time has passed.” If that is
the case, enough time has surely
passed in places such as Syria, Sudan,
Iran, and North Korea.

To me and to the thousands who have
suffered at the hands of this regime,
the clock has nothing to do with our
policy options. Engagement and sanc-
tions relief have to be earned. It can’t
be timed out. It must come through
real change, not Xs on a calendar or
the ticking of a clock. And the clock is
ticking for Alan Gross.

On December 4, 2009, Alan Gross, a
private subcontractor for the U.S. Gov-
ernment, working to bring information
to the Jewish community inside of
Cuba, was arrested in Cuba. Mr. Gross,
a 64-year-old development professional
who worked in dozens of countries
around the world with programs to
help people get access to basic informa-
tion, was doing nothing different. That
is why I am amazed with this uproar
which exists by some who want to
paint this picture that, my God, we ac-
tually were trying to assist the Cuban
people to have greater access to the
Internet through a Twitter program.
That is what we do throughout the
world. Even the foreign operations leg-
islation talks about tens of millions of
dollars—not several hundred million
dollars—to be promoting Internet ac-
cess in closed societies.

It seems to me that freedom of infor-
mation is one of the most fundamental
elements, and yet we have this bit of a
firestorm going on over simply cre-
ating the possibility for people to have
access to information so they can
speak for themselves and hear unfet-
tered what is happening in the outside
world. We all condemned what is hap-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

pening in Turkey when the head of
Turkey ultimately tried to shut down
Twitter, but somehow it is OK to shut
down the people of Cuba.

Since 2009, Alan Gross has been de-
tained in Villa Marista, a prison in Ha-
vana notorious for its treatment of po-
litical prisoners by the Cuban National
Security Agency. This is not a min-
imum-security prison where foreigners
are routinely held. It is a harsh, repres-
sive prison reserved for Cuban dis-
sidents. He is still being held at Villa
Marista, and it is time for the Castro
regime to let this American be re-
leased. He did nothing wrong. After
serving 4 years now of a 15-year sen-
tence, this 64-year-old American’s men-
tal health is reported to be deterio-
rating and his life may well be in dan-
ger.

The case of Alan Gross is only one
example of why we cannot let up until
the dead weight of this oppressive re-
gime is lifted once and for all.

We have supported democracy move-
ments around the world. I have been a
big advocate of that in my 21 years in
the Congress, in the House and the
Senate, serving on both foreign policy
committees. I am a big advocate be-
cause freedom and democracy and
human rights, when they are observed,
mean we deal with countries in which
we will have less conflict and more op-
portunity. It is the idea upon which
this Nation was founded, and it is who
we are as a people and what we stand
for in the eyes of the world.

We can no longer condone, through
inaction and outright support—in some
cases even from some of my colleagues
in this Chamber—the actions of a re-
pressive regime 90 miles from our own
shores simply because of the passage of
time or because of some romantic idea
of what the Castro regime is all about.

So to my colleagues, let me say, I
know I have come to this floor on
many occasions demanding action. I
have come to this floor demanding that
we live up to our rhetoric and our val-
ues. I ask that we hold the Castro
brothers accountable for the suffering
of the Cuban people—not only the
years of brutality and oppression which
have deprived the Cuban people of the
basic human rights we so proudly pro-
claim to support around the world, but
also for the continuing reality of the
suppression of those human rights
today. I will come to the floor again
and again to ask for nothing less, to
ask that we never allow the Castro re-
gime to profit from increased trade
which would benefit the regime and
will use these dollars for repression but
not put one ounce of food on the plates
of Cuban families.

I will end with this photograph of a
man being arrested in Havana and
flashing a sign recognized across Cuba
and throughout the world. The sign is
“L” for liberty. Libertad. That is all
we ask for the people of Cuba, and I
won’t rest until we achieve it.

Mr. President, I yield the floor and I
suggest the absence of a quorum.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the Senate proceed
to a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF
LAS VEGAS VALLEY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today
to honor and recognize the 50th anni-
versary for the League of Women Vot-
ers of the Las Vegas Valley. On May 7,
1964, the league held their first meet-
ing, which was attended by just a hand-
ful of women in Las Vegas. Fifty years
later, because of the hard work and re-
lentless service of its founding mem-
bers and their predecessors, the league
today continues to be a resounding
voice for Southern Nevadans on issues
that matter most to women, families,
and communities.

Upon the league’s inception and for-
mal recognition from the National
League of Women Voters in 1965, the
group began organizing around issues
such as school integration, open hous-
ing, environmental conservation, and
education. By coming together, league
members found great success on many
of the issues they championed. Today,
the league remains a vital force in the
Las Vegas Valley around similar, im-
portant social causes. Some of the
league’s earliest members included dis-
tinguished Southern Nevadans, many
of whom are personal role models of
mine, like Flora Duncan, Margaret
Quinn, and Jean Ford. Over the years,
countless others began their path to
leadership with the League.

As I stand to honor the league on this
special occasion, it is also important to
recognize that this year we celebrate
the 100th anniversary of women having
the right to vote in Nevada. In 1920, the
19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitu-
tion was passed to prohibit any United
States citizen from being denied the
right to vote on the basis of sex. I am
proud that in my home State, we had
already recognized women’s right to
vote 6 years earlier.

Nevada was a leader among States in
the fight for women’s suffrage—un-
doubtedly, this achievement was due to
the remarkable and pioneer-like spirit
of those Nevadans behind the move-
ment. This spirit still exists today
among organizations like the league
and its members.

Across the U.S. and in every State,
women have had the constitutional
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