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CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON 

THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 9, 2014 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the concurrent resolution (H. 
Con. Res. 96) establishing the budget for the 
United States Government for fiscal year 
2015 and setting forth appropriate budgetary 
levels for fiscal years 2016 through 2024: 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Chair, I rise today in opposition to the Re-
publican Budget Resolution and in strong sup-
port of the Congressional Black Caucus’ Alter-
native Budget. 

To say that the Republican Budget Resolu-
tion is dangerous is an understatement. In 
particular, two areas of great concern to me 
will be negatively impacted by this resolution. 

As the Ranking Member of the Committee 
on Science, Space, and Technology, and 
former chair of the Congressional Black Cau-
cus, I urge the Appropriations Committee to 
come as close as possible to maintaining the 
FY 2014 Consolidated Appropriations Act lev-
els of investment in research and development 
and STEM education. R&D and STEM edu-
cation are critical to our nation’s future, and 
we support the topline levels in the President’s 
FY 2015 budget request and Opportunity, 
Growth, and Security Initiative for the Federal 
R&D agencies as worthy of support. 

Shortchanging those accounts will wind up 
shortchanging our future economy and quality 
of life. Increased investment in these areas 
will pay significant dividends over the long run. 

As Members of the Congressional Black 
Caucus (CBC), we aim to be the, ‘‘Conscience 
of the Congress.’’ I feel compelled to discuss 
the disastrous effects the Ryan Republican 
Budget would have on our country’s research 
and development enterprise, and con-
sequently, the disastrous effect this budget 
would have on America’s future competitive-
ness. 

As others have pointed out, the Republican 
Budget cuts non-defense discretionary spend-
ing by 1.3 trillion dollars below the baseline 
2014 spending level, adjusted for inflation. 
These are massive cuts on top of a budget 
that has already seen large reductions in re-
cent years. The effects on research and devel-
opment would be dramatic. The American As-
sociation for the Advancement of Science esti-
mates that the Ryan budget would cut civilian 
research and development by 92 billion dollars 
from the current baseline and 112 billion dol-
lars below the President’s budget request. 

These are striking reductions. Please keep 
in mind here that the National Science Foun-
dation’s total annual budget is just a little over 
seven billion dollars. So the Republican Budg-
et cuts more research and development fund-
ing every year than the entire annual budget 
of the National Science Foundation. 

Additionally, as a senior Member of the 
Transportation & Infrastructure Committee, I 
am incensed that this budget fails to address 
our nation’s aging infrastructure. 

Millions of Americans would be negatively 
impacted by this measure, leaving families, in-

dividuals and businesses with virtually no 
transportation options. This proposal would do 
away with Amtrak operating subsidies, poten-
tially eliminating service for more than 20 mil-
lion people. 

Most shamefully, however, this budget in-
cludes virtually no highway or transit invest-
ment and does little to address the impending 
crisis facing our nation’s highways. In fact, this 
resolution assigns a spending level of $20.95 
billion for transportation and infrastructure. 
This is a reduction of $50.99 billion from last 
year and eviscerates the total transportation 
and infrastructure budget. 

For the third year in a row, the American 
Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) has award-
ed our nation’s infrastructure a ‘‘D+.’’ Time 
and time again, it becomes clear that investing 
in our infrastructure lays the groundwork for a 
competitive economy. What we need now is 
targeted investment in our infrastructure, not 
draconian reductions. 

Our infrastructure is too important to gamble 
on and the Republican Budget resolution is a 
roll of the dice. It would result in the loss of 
thousands of construction related jobs in al-
ready economically disadvantaged areas and 
cut public transportation funding to historically 
low levels. 

Quite frankly, this budget is dangerous and 
I ask my Republican colleagues to scrap this 
plan and work across the aisle to craft a plan 
that invests in our future. A budget that ig-
nores funding for science and technology, and 
fails to include targeted infrastructure invest-
ments, fails the American future. 

The Congressional Black Caucus’ ’budget 
includes $500 billion in targeted investments 
and programs that invest in our future. It 
closes tax loopholes, deductions and excep-
tions that only benefit the wealthy. Addressing 
the past wrongs of wealth inequality will help 
create an economy that works for every Amer-
ican. Passing the CBC’s Alternative Budget is 
the first step in righting those wrongs. 
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TRIBUTE TO YOUNG STAFF MEM-
BERS FOR THEIR CONTRIBU-
TIONS ON BEHALF OF THE PEO-
PLE OF THE 18TH CONGRES-
SIONAL DISTRICT OF TEXAS AND 
THE UNITED STATES 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 28, 2014 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as Mem-
bers of Congress we know well, perhaps bet-
ter than most, how blessed our Nation is to 
have in reserve such exceptional young men 
and women who will go on to become leaders 
in their local communities, states, and the na-
tion in the areas of business, education, gov-
ernment, philanthropy, the arts and culture, 
and the military. 

We know this because we see them and 
benefit from their contributions every day. 
Many of them work for us in our offices as jun-
ior staff members, congressional fellows, or in-
terns and they do amazing work for and on 
behalf of the constituents we are privileged to 
represent. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe there is no higher 
calling than the call to serve a cause larger 
than ourselves. That is why I ran for public of-

fice. I was inspired to serve by President Ken-
nedy who said, ‘‘Ask not what your country 
can do for you, ask what you can do for your 
country,’’ and by the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. who said: 

Everybody can be great because anybody 
can serve. . . . You only need a heart full of 
grace. A soul generated by love. 

By this measure, there are several other 
great young men and women who served as 
volunteers this year in my offices. They may 
toil in obscurity but their contributions to the 
constituents we serve are deeply appreciated 
and that is why today I rise to pay tribute to 
four extraordinary young persons for their 
service to my constituents in the 18th Con-
gressional District of Texas and to the Amer-
ican people. They are: Aidé Meza, Josh 
Crook, Katherine Welbeck, and Ayanna 
Costley. 

I wish to thank Aidé Meza, who graduated 
with honors from the University of Houston, for 
numerous and substantial contributions, in-
cluding her work on H.R. 4108, ‘‘Breath of 
Fresh Air Act of 2014,’’ and the highly suc-
cessful ‘‘When Women Succeed, America 
Succeeds’’ leadership summit held in Houston 
in March of this year. 

Josh Crook, a student at the University of 
North Texas, provided invaluable assistance to 
me and my legislative team in the areas of na-
tional defense and veterans affairs. In doing 
so, Josh continued his record of providing dis-
tinguished service to his country first begun 
with his enlistment in the Armed Services as 
an airman in the U.S. Air Force. Josh’s experi-
ence and understanding of the challenges 
faced by veterans transitioning from active 
duty to the civilian sector was critical to the 
development of legislation I introduced earlier 
this year, H.R. 4110, ‘‘Helping to Encourage 
Real Opportunity for Veterans Transitioning 
from Battlespace to Workplace Act of 2014,’’ 
also known as the ‘‘Heroes Transitioning from 
Battlespace to Workplace Act of 2014.’’ 

Katherine Welbeck came to my office from 
the University of Pennsylvania Law School, 
from which she will graduate next month and 
go on to a highly successful career in law and 
public policy. A graduate of Princeton Univer-
sity and former teacher in the Teach for Amer-
ica Corps, Katherine brought to my office a 
commitment to educational opportunity for all 
persons, especially girls and young women, 
and a passion for justice and fairness. Be-
cause of Katherine’s initiative and skill, I was 
able to introduce H.R. 4112, Equal Rights and 
Access for the Women of South Sudan Act,’’ 
legislation requiring that activities of the United 
States in South Sudan relating to governance, 
reconstruction and development, and refugee 
assistance support human rights and promote 
the active participation of women in govern-
ment and civil society. 

Ayanna Costley is completing her junior 
year at the Madeira School in McLean, Vir-
ginia and judging by the work ethic and appe-
tite for knowledge she displayed, can look for-
ward to a bright future as she begins her col-
lege studies next year. 

Mr. Speaker, the energy, intelligence, and 
idealism these wonderful young people 
brought to my office and those interning in the 
offices of my colleagues help keep our democ-
racy vibrant. The insights, skills, and knowl-
edge of the governmental process they gain 
from their experiences will last a lifetime and 
prove invaluable to them as they go about 
making their mark in this world. 
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