April 29, 2014

LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, extra,
extra, read all about it. The Repub-
licans have released their new agenda
for the spring.

Well, let’s just take a look at what
their legislative priorities are for the
months ahead.

Unemployment insurance extension?
No.

Equal pay for equal work for women?
No.

Increase in the minimum wage? No.

Comprehensive immigration reform?
No.

In short, their plan offers no invest-
ment in infrastructure and education,
no attempt to create jobs, and no pro-
posal to help people achieve the Amer-
ican Dream.

They can claim to be like Thomas
Jefferson, but this plan reflects noth-
ing that I have ever read about Thomas
Jefferson.

So let’s honor and value hard work
by setting a real agenda—a new agenda
that truly gives everyone a chance at
the American Dream.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

——————

GOLD MEDAL TECHNICAL
CORRECTIONS ACT OF 2014

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4488) to make technical correc-
tions to two bills enabling the presen-
tation of congressional gold medals,
and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4488

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Gold Medal
Technical Corrections Act of 2014"".

SEC. 2. TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS TO AN ACT
THAT AUTHORIZES PRESENTATION
OF A CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL
TO DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
AND CORETTA SCOTT KING.

Section 2 of Public Law 108-368 is amend-
ed—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking all before ‘‘to present” and
inserting the following: ‘‘(a) PRESENTATION
AUTHORIZED.—The Speaker of the House of
Representatives and the President pro tem-
pore of the Senate are authorized’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘(posthumously)’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:
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“‘(c) SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Following the award of
the gold medal in honor of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., and Coretta Scott King under sub-
section (a), the gold medal shall be given to
the Smithsonian Institution, where it shall
be available for display as appropriate and
made available for research.

‘“(2) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the Smithsonian Institution
shall make the gold medal received under
paragraph (1) available for display, particu-
larly at the National Museum of African
American History and Culture, or for loan as
appropriate so that it may be displayed else-
where, particularly at other appropriate lo-
cations associated with the lives of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., and Coretta Scott
King.”.

SEC. 3. TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS TO AN ACT
THAT AUTHORIZES PRESENTATION
OF A CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL
COLLECTIVELY TO THE MONTFORD
POINT MARINES, UNITED STATES
MARINE CORPS.

Section 2 of Public Law 112-59 is amended
by adding at the end the following:

“‘(¢c) SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Following the award of
the gold medal in honor of the Montford
Point Marines, United States Marine Corps
under subsection (a), the gold medal shall be
given to the Smithsonian Institution, where
it shall be available for display as appro-
priate and made available for research.

‘“(2) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the Smithsonian Institution
shall make the gold medal received under
paragraph (1) available for display, particu-
larly at the National Museum of African
American History and Culture, or for loan as
appropriate so that it may be displayed else-
where, particularly at other appropriate lo-
cations associated with the Montford Point
Marines.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. GARRETT) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. AL GREEN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and submit extraneous material
for the RECORD on H.R. 4488, which is
currently under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 4488, the Gold Medal Technical
Corrections Act of 2014, introduced by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
LEWIS) and Ms. BROWN of Florida.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation seeks to
make minor technical corrections to
allow the actual awarding of two Con-
gressional Gold Medals authorized in
previous Congresses. The first medal
was awarded to Martin Luther King,
Jr., and Coretta Scott King. The other
medal was awarded to the pioneering
Montford Point Marines of World War
II.

For different reasons, there are now
no statutorily designated recipients of
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the medals. As has often happened in
the past with such medals, they will be
given to the Smithsonian Institution,
where they will be available for dis-
play, research, or loan, as appropriate,
to sites significant to their honorees.

Importantly, in the case of both
these medals, the sense of Congress is
expressed that one place that would be
very appropriate to display either or
both of these medals is at the new Na-
tional Museum of African American
History and Culture, now under con-
struction literally just down the street.

So, Mr. Speaker, this is a good bill. It
is a bipartisan bill. I ask for its imme-
diate passage.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I, too, rise in support of
H.R. 4488. I would like to thank my col-
league across the aisle for his support.
I would also like to thank the Honor-
able JOHN LEWIS for being a sponsor of
this legislation.

This is important legislation, as it
does embrace two Congressional Gold
Medals that have already been award-
ed.

As fate would have it, Mr. LEWIS was
the original sponsor of the bill award-
ing the Congressional Gold Medal to
Ms. Coretta Scott King and the Honor-
able Dr. Martin Luther King. Both of
them are honorable people.

I would also say that Mr. LEWIS has
been a champion for human rights and
civil rights. It is very difficult to have
him in your presence and not acknowl-
edge all that he has done.

So, today, I am honored to support
the Gold Medical Technical Correc-
tions Act of 2014.

I am also honored to mention one
other colleague, the Honorable CORRINE
BROWN. She worked on the bill that ac-
corded a Congressional Gold Medal to
the Montford Point Marines of the
United States Marine Corps. She was
an original sponsor of this legislation.
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These two giants have brought us
this far. It will take this legislation to
take us the final steps along the way.

The legislation merely indicates
where these Congressional Gold Medals
may be displayed. It seems to do what
we could have done earlier, but we have
found that it is not too late to do now.

Mr. Speaker, at this time, I am hon-
ored to yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from Georgia,
the Honorable JOHN LEWIS, our civil
rights icon right here in the United
States House of Representatives.

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank the gentleman from Texas for
yielding, and I want to thank the gen-
tleman from New Jersey for all of his
work on this legislation.

I would like to thank the chair and
ranking member of the Financial Serv-
ices Committee and all of their staff
for their strong support of the legisla-
tion.
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