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This global sports competition pro-

motes integrity and emphasizes the 
fair application of rules and regula-
tions. It is thus fitting that Belarus 
should do the same and show its citi-
zens and the international community 
that it can play by the rules. 

I then call upon the Belarusian offi-
cials for the immediate and uncondi-
tional release of all political prisoners, 
including Ales Bialiatski, Mikalai 
Statkevich, and Eduard Lobau, whom 
Amnesty International regards as pris-
oners of conscience, imprisoned solely 
for the peaceful exercise of their 
human rights. 

f 

ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENTAL 
ISSUES AFFECTING OUR REGION 

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to highlight the challenges fac-
ing our coastal communities. 

Last week, I was honored to help or-
ganize a conference in my district that 
brought increased attention to the eco-
nomic, social, and environmental pri-
orities of tribal communities. 

With Interior Secretary Sally Jewell, 
tribal representatives, and other Fed-
eral agency officials and stakeholders, 
we were able to make significant 
progress in recognizing the need for ac-
tive and sustained engagement on eco-
nomic environmental issues affecting 
our region. 

Secretary Jewell rightly pointed out 
that we have a moral obligation to act 
in the face of rising sea levels, ocean 
acidification, and severe weather pat-
terns caused by climate change. In my 
district alone, three tribes are cur-
rently in the process of relocation due 
to the threats of floods. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time to act. Let’s 
help regions identify their infrastruc-
ture needs and work cooperatively to 
help ensure that we are protecting 
coastal communities and their heritage 
sites, maintaining livelihoods, and liv-
ing up to our treaty and trust obliga-
tions. 

Let’s also work to develop new, 
cleaner energy sources, cut carbon 
emissions, and lead a global effort to 
tackle the real threat of climate 
change. 

f 

REAUTHORIZE THE EXPORT- 
IMPORT BANK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. HECK) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. HECK of Washington. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HECK of Washington. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise in support of reauthorization 
of the Export-Import Bank that begins 
this discussion. 

I yield to the gentleman and my 
friend and a passionate advocate on be-
half of the Export-Import Bank, Con-
gressman CÁRDENAS from the 29th Dis-
trict of California. 

Mr. CÁRDENAS. Mr. Speaker, we 
need to reauthorize the Export-Import 
Bank. It is very rare that you will see, 
quite frankly, any government on the 
planet that actually has a program 
that they support, that actually puts 
money back to the taxpayers rather 
than costing the taxpayers. 

I say that is rare anywhere in the 
world. It certainly is rare here. This 
Export-Import Bank in the United 
States is in fact that kind of organiza-
tion. For example, last year the bank 
supported 205,000 American jobs. I did 
not say ‘‘exported jobs.’’ I said ‘‘sup-
ported 205,000 American jobs.’’ That is 
what those loans did for American 
companies. 

In addition to that, it should be 
noted that the loans that are being 
given are actually filling the gap that 
private banks will not or choose not to 
support; but our American companies 
need that kind of support, especially 
when they are competing in our global 
economy. The Export-Import Bank is 
exactly that mechanism that should 
exist. 

What I would like to ask all Ameri-
cans is to go ahead and go online and 
start tweeting Export-Import Bank and 
find out what your Congressman or 
Congresswoman thinks about the reau-
thorization of the Export-Import Bank. 

If you care about jobs, if you care 
about the person who lives next to you 
or down the street and they are unem-
ployed, the Export-Import Bank is an 
answer to solving some of the problems 
in our economy in this country. Yes, 
there are too many Americans out of 
work, but not reauthorizing the Ex-
port-Import Bank will just contribute 
even more to companies in the United 
States not being able to compete, but 
also possibly closing their doors. 

In addition to that, I would like to 
point out that every developed country 
in the world actually has their version 
of an Export-Import Bank. And some of 
those countries like China and India 
are actually tenfold, maybe 100 times 
the support that we are giving to our 
domestic companies here they are giv-
ing to their companies so they can 
compete or perhaps overcompete 
around the world. 

I think it is important for all of us as 
Americans to understand that there is 
something good about the Export-Im-
port Bank, and that is that it exists for 
creating American jobs. That is ex-
actly what it is doing. If you are con-
cerned about the American tax dollar, 
you would support the reauthorization 

of the Export-Import Bank because all 
it does is create more jobs and more 
taxes in the coffers, and it doesn’t take 
away anything from the taxes of the 
American public. 

Mr. HECK of Washington. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield to the gentleman from the 
18th Congressional District of Florida, 
Congressman PATRICK MURPHY, an-
other passionate advocate on behalf of 
reauthorization of the Export-Import 
Bank. 

Mr. MURPHY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I want to thank the gentleman from 
Washington for his advocacy and pas-
sion for this critical issue for our coun-
try and for American jobs. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to speak 
out on the urgent need for Congress to 
reauthorize the Export-Import Bank, 
boosting job growth at home and the 
export of American-made products 
abroad. 

Coming from the private sector, one 
of the first things I did after being 
elected was embark on a jobs tour, 
which included over 70 meetings, 
roundtables, and company visits within 
the first year. I have taken ideas and 
suggestions from all of these conversa-
tions and have put them into a plan to 
grow jobs in the Palm Beach-Treasure 
Coast district that I am so proud to 
represent. 

This plan consists of commonsense, 
pro-growth policies that allow new 
businesses to gain a solid foothold in a 
tough economy and for existing busi-
nesses to expand and prosper. One of 
the major focuses of this plan is on how 
the government can provide stability 
and certainty and resources to keep 
jobs at home by investing in our manu-
facturing sector and promoting exports 
of American-made goods abroad. Reau-
thorization of the Export-Import Bank 
with greater lending authority is one 
pillar for how we can do this. 

As my voting record shows, I have 
strong feelings about government over-
spending. As a former small business 
owner myself, I know that government 
does not create jobs. But government 
does have the responsibility to create 
an environment conducive to job 
growth, and that is exactly what the 
Ex-Im does at zero cost to taxpayers. 

It is an unfortunate reality that the 
United States buys much more than it 
sells. In 2013 alone, we imported over 
$400 billion, about 25 percent of GDP, 
more than we exported. We need to re-
verse this trend by boosting U.S. man-
ufacturing and exports. 

Now, the world knows we have the 
best equipment and the most highly 
trained workforce, and our products 
are sought after around the world for 
their high quality and skilled work-
manship. 

We must better leverage these 
strengths and provide greater oppor-
tunity to export goods made in Amer-
ica. One of the best ways to do this is 
by reauthorizing the Export-Import 
Bank before its current charter expires 
on September 30. 

Just a few months ago, we celebrated 
the 80th anniversary of the Ex-Im Bank 
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