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the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, last week we learned that the 
IRS paid out more than $1 million of 
taxpayer-funded bonuses and other 
awards to more than 1,100 employees 
who owe back taxes. That is out-
rageous. 

This bonus scandal comes at a time 
when the IRS is under fire for tar-
geting Americans based on their beliefs 
and amid reports that reveal IRS work-
ers broke the law by engaging in polit-
ical activity on the job. Simply put, 
the IRS is out of control. IRS employ-
ees are failing to comply with the very 
laws they were hired to enforce. Worse, 
it further proves that Washington 
doesn’t respect nor care how Ameri-
cans’ hard-earned tax dollars are spent. 

It is time for the IRS to respect hard-
working American taxpayers, and that 
is why I am introducing a common-
sense bill to prohibit the IRS from pro-
viding bonuses to tax delinquent IRS 
workers. 

I urge my colleagues to join in this 
effort. It is the right thing to do. 

f 

HIGHWAY AND TRANSPORTATION 
PROJECTS 

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day the United States Department of 
Transportation released a proposal to 
spend $302 billion over the next 4 years 
on highway and transportation 
projects in our Nation. Though this is 
an improvement on the current pa-
thetically weak investment in roads 
and bridges, this is not nearly enough 
to adequately address America’s bro-
ken infrastructure. 

Mr. Speaker, the American Society 
of Civil Engineers gives the United 
States infrastructure a D grade and 
predicts that an additional $3.6 trillion 
investment will be needed by 2020 just 
to bring America’s infrastructure to a 
state of good repair. 

Making a real investment, going be-
yond the President’s proposal, is not 
only an investment in our Nation, it is 
also an important investment in our 
Nation’s people. Nation-building right 
here at home can’t be outsourced and 
could create millions of jobs and dra-
matically lower the unemployment 
rate. 

I urge my colleagues to support 
large-scale investment in America, 
supporting American people and Amer-
ican businesses. 

f 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

(Mrs. WALORSKI asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, to-
morrow marks the 63rd annual Na-
tional Day of Prayer. Tomorrow morn-
ing, I will join a bipartisan group of 

Members to gather together and pray 
for our country. 

As we continue to face obstacles each 
day, both as a country and as an indi-
vidual, I urge Americans to join us in 
praying for wisdom and guidance, 
thanking God for the many blessings 
we have been given in this Nation. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with 
our brave servicemen and service-
women and their families who are serv-
ing our country overseas and here, pro-
tecting our freedom and putting their 
lives on the line for our security. We 
pray they return home to our grateful 
Nation swiftly and safely. 

Let us also continue to pray for 
peace in our own communities. Psalm 
145 promises that the Lord is near to 
all who call upon Him, and I urge you 
to join me tomorrow in observing the 
National Day of Prayer. 

f 

ANIMAL EMERGENCY PLANNING 
ACT OF 2014 

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise on 
National Animal Advocacy Day to an-
nounce the introduction of the Animal 
Emergency Planning Act of 2014. This 
bill would require entities regulated 
under the Animal Welfare Act to de-
velop a plan for how they will respond 
to and recover from emergencies, both 
natural and manmade, that would most 
likely occur in their facilities. 

Regulated animal breeding facilities, 
commercial animal dealers, trans-
porters, exhibitors, and research facili-
ties would be required to submit plans 
to the USDA annually and to train 
their employees on the contingency 
plans and procedures. 

Hurricanes Katrina and Sandy, as 
well as other recent disasters, have 
highlighted the need for planning to 
minimize the impact of these disasters 
on animals, which can have dev-
astating effects. 

Local first responders, nongovern-
mental agencies, and private individ-
uals in the past have often ended up 
shouldering the cost and taking on the 
responsibility of protecting and caring 
for these animals. It is only fair and 
reasonable to require emergency readi-
ness plans from those in these busi-
nesses. So please join me in cospon-
soring this legislation. 

f 

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
TAX CREDIT 

(Mr. MARCHANT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of making the research and 
development tax credit permanent. 
America has a long tradition of sup-
porting research and development. 

The R&D tax, which was first enacted 
in 1981 under President Ronald Reagan, 
stimulates investment, creates high- 
value jobs, and drives economic 

growth. But the R&D credit has never 
been made permanent. In fact, the 
credit expired at the end of last year, 
which has caused significant uncer-
tainty and hurts long-term investment 
for businesses of all sizes. 

The roller coaster of tax extensions, 
expirations, and renewals should stop. 
Businesses need to make decisions on 
what is best for their workers and com-
panies, not the stop-and-go policies of 
an uncompetitive Tax Code. 

Permanency of the R&D tax credit 
will propel U.S. competitiveness, and it 
will also help promote future invest-
ment, innovation, and job growth right 
here at home. 

f 

UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS 

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, today 
there are 2 million Americans that 
stand to lose everything they have 
worked for, through no fault of their 
own—2 million Americans that are 
working Americans that get up every 
day and work hard to find their next 
job. They are America’s unemployed 
who have lost their extended unem-
ployment benefits. They stand to lose 
everything. 

Rather than taking up H.R. 4415, 
which I introduced right after the Sen-
ate acted on a bipartisan basis to deal 
with this problem of the unemployed in 
our country, to make sure that that 
unemployment compensation is there 
for them when they need it, rather 
than take that up, the House Budget 
Committee has sent to this floor for its 
consideration a budget that would 
slash essential programs to provide a 
safety net for those hardworking 
Americans who stand to lose every-
thing in order to fund tax cuts—big tax 
cuts—for America’s wealthiest people. 
That is policy that we just can’t tol-
erate. Rather than taking up the needs 
of those 2 million, we have taken on 
the challenge of trying to provide more 
tax cuts for the wealthiest Americans. 

If this had happened because of a 
storm, we would act overnight. We 
need to take up H.R. 4415 right away. 

f 

BIPARTISAN TRADE PRIORITIES 
ACT 

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, given the fact that 95 percent of 
consumers live outside our borders, the 
U.S. must continue to pursue trade op-
portunities. The U.S. actually had a 
trade surplus with our 20 trade agree-
ment partners in 2012. 

Trade agreements expand opportuni-
ties and fuel competition, which bene-
fits consumers and can strengthen and 
protect American interests around the 
world. Though trade agreements make 
sense strategically and economically, 
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some nations, however, are not playing 
by the rules. 

Barriers to agriculture are the most 
pressing issue for my home State of 
Nebraska, but every industry is sub-
jected to outdated tariffs and nonsci-
entific barriers which countries fashion 
to protect their own domestic indus-
tries. 

If the U.S. fails to lead, our exports 
will be placed at a competitive dis-
advantage to those from countries 
moving forward with aggressive trade 
agendas. To enhance U.S. leverage in 
the marketplace, we need to pass the 
Bipartisan Trade Priorities Act. By re-
newing this act, we would demonstrate 
seriousness about formulating enforce-
able, science-based rules and empower 
the rest of the world to follow suit. 

f 

WOMEN’S ECONOMIC AGENDA 
(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, all you 
need to do is watch one episode of 
‘‘Mad Men’’ to know that women in the 
workforce have come a long way. While 
we would like to say that everything is 
better now, we certainly know that is 
not the case. 

On the central coast of California and 
across the United States, women con-
tinue to earn less than men for equal 
work. Child care costs more than col-
lege tuition. Access to earned paid 
family leave, maternity leave, and sick 
days is lagging. These are barriers for 
women, but they also have a ripple ef-
fect on their families and on our local 
economies. 

We are not powerless to address this, 
and that is why I hosted an open com-
munity forum last week to explore the 
many ways that we can support an 
economy that works for women and 
families. That is why we need a vote on 
the Women’s Economic Agenda, a slate 
of legislative proposals to strengthen 
the middle class and our local econo-
mies. Because we know that when 
women succeed, America succeeds. 

f 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 
(Mr. PALAZZO asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, this 
week, our Nation observes the 63rd Na-
tional Day of Prayer. Leaders have 
been gathering in our Nation to recog-
nize this day since Congress recognized 
it in 1952. We have always been and 
still remain a nation under God. 

This week, I will continue to pray for 
our Nation. I will pray for my col-
leagues who serve with me here in Con-
gress. I will pray for the people I serve 
in south Mississippi. I will pray that 
God Almighty continues to watch over 
our people and that he will continue to 
bless this land. 

Also, my prayers and my thoughts 
are with all those in my home State of 

Mississippi and throughout the country 
who were affected by this week’s 
storms. I want to thank my colleagues 
who have reached out to my office and 
to our delegation. 

This week, as we bow our heads once 
more to observe the National Day of 
Prayer, we also remember the 35 lives 
lost, the loved ones who mourn them, 
and the hundreds of communities who 
are picking up the pieces to rebuild 
their lives. 

f 

b 1215 

NOMINATION OF SHERYL LIPMAN 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, today, the 
House will consider the nomination by 
President Obama of Ms. Sheryl Lipman 
to be a district court judge in the West-
ern District of Tennessee. 

Yesterday, with less than 60 votes, 
cloture was lifted in the Senate. 

Ms. Lipman will assuredly be con-
firmed by the Senate today. She is an 
outstanding jurist whom I rec-
ommended to the President. She was 
counsel to the University of Memphis, 
an esteemed attorney in private prac-
tice, and the executive director of Di-
versity Memphis, a group that brings 
people together. She was recommended 
by a bipartisan group of ad hoc lawyers 
in Memphis as the highest-qualified 
person seeking the position. She will 
serve the district well. 

I commend President Obama for his 
nomination, and I thank Senators 
ALEXANDER and CORKER for their bipar-
tisanship in voting for the lifting of 
cloture, voting for her today, and help-
ing this nomination come about. 

f 

COMMEMORATION OF HOLOCAUST 
REMEMBRANCE DAY 

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of 
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New 
York. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor of 
Yom Hashoah, Holocaust Remem-
brance Day, to pay respect to over 12 
million people, including 6 million 
Jews, systematically murdered by the 
Nazis. We learn how ordinary men and 
women can turn a blind eye to massive 
suffering and death. 

This January, I traveled to Poland to 
observe the 69th anniversary of the lib-
eration of the Auschwitz concentration 
camp. We were joined by representa-
tives and parliamentarians from 60 dif-
ferent countries, over half of the 
Knesset from Israel, and many, many 
survivors. 

The memory of the Holocaust is 
seared forever into the consciousness of 
a generation of people who survived it. 
Through their stories, the lessons of 
that dark time serve as a warning to 
future generations. 

In the words of Elie Wiesel: 
Human suffering anywhere concerns men 

and women everywhere. 

It is with that sentiment I vow: never 
forget, and never again. 

f 

SEXUAL ASSAULT ON COLLEGE 
CAMPUSES 

(Ms. KUSTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, it aston-
ishes me that by the time women grad-
uate from college, one in five will be a 
victim of sexual assault. 

Colleges are institutions of higher 
learning, and no student—especially 
young women—should ever feel threat-
ened on the campus that they call 
home for 4 years. 

I applaud the President for announc-
ing a series of efforts to strengthen 
Federal involvement and provide 
schools with the tools needed to end 
sexual assault on campuses. We must 
work across the aisle to put an end to 
this violence and to give victims the 
support they need. 

The new Web site launched yester-
day, notalone.gov, will do just that: in-
crease transparency through annual 
surveys and information on the preva-
lence of sexual assault on campuses. 

As a member of the third class of 
women ever to graduate from Dart-
mouth College, I was proud to see 
President Phil Hanlon step up to ad-
dress unsafe and inappropriate behav-
ior on the Dartmouth campus and to 
see the University of New Hampshire 
recognized for its initiatives to reduce 
sexual violence on campus. 

We must continue to address these 
issues head-on and ensure a safe and se-
cure environment for learning for all 
college students, men and women. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 4486, MILITARY CON-
STRUCTION AND VETERANS AF-
FAIRS AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2015; AND 
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 4487, LEGISLATIVE 
BRANCH APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2015 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, by direction 
of the Committee on Rules, I call up 
House Resolution 557 and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 557 

Resolved, That at any time after adoption 
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant 
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4486) making 
appropriations for military construction, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2015, and for other purposes. The 
first reading of the bill shall be dispensed 
with. All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived. General debate 
shall be confined to the bill and shall not ex-
ceed one hour equally divided and controlled 
by the chair and ranking minority member 
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