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Mr. President, during today people
will be watching and they will see a
quorum call, nothing on the screen.
Why? Because we are in the midst
again of one of these never-ending Re-
publican filibusters—hundreds of them.
Hundreds of them. Let me remind ev-
eryone that Lyndon Johnson was ma-
jority leader for 6 years. During that
period of time he had to overcome one
filibuster. Mr. President, I have lost
track; it is hundreds and hundreds of
filibusters that we have had to over-
come, and we have the Republicans
coming here today saying: Well, all we
want is a few amendments.

They do everything they can to stop
us from progressing on legislation that
is good for this country. Anything that
is good for Barack Obama they think is
bad for the country, and for 5% years
they have opposed everything this good
man has tried to do. It is a shame.

So to anyone out there wondering
what is going on, it is another of the
hundreds of filibusters they have con-
ducted.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

Mr. REID. Would the Chair announce
the business of the day.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

ENERGY SAVINGS AND INDUS-
TRIAL COMPETITIVENESS ACT
OF 2014—MOTION TO PROCEED—
Resumed

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the motion
to proceed.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 368, S.
2262, a bill to promote energy savings in resi-
dential buildings and industry, and for other
purposes.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, my staff
just told me we are now at more than
500 filibusters—500.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Illinois.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, the ma-
jority leader has brought to the atten-
tion of the Senate today the headline
news across America. This report by
our government about what we are fac-
ing with environmental changes in
America is a call to action.

I came to the floor yesterday and I
made a challenge, which I have made
before. I will make it again. I am ask-
ing any Republican Senator to come to
the floor today and dispute the fol-
lowing claim: The Republican Party of
the United States of America is the
only major party in the world—the
only major political party in the
world—that is in denial of what is hap-
pening to our environment when it
comes to climate change and global
warming.

I have said it repeatedly. No one has
disputed it. One political party is in de-
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nial about a change on this Earth that
could literally affect generations to
come. As a result, we are, I guess,
stopped in our tracks. There is nothing
we can do.

This bill before us today—the energy
efficiency bill, which is on the cal-
endar—if there were ever anything we
should agree on, it is this. If your mo-
tive in energy efficiency is to save
money for a business or a family, it is
in this bill. If your motive in energy ef-
ficiency is to create jobs in America, it
is in this bill—190,000 maybe 200,000
American jobs. If your motive is to do
something for the environment, energy
efficiency is the right bill. But here we
are stuck in another Republican fili-
buster. Why? Because they insist on a
series of amendments.

The sponsors of this legislation—Sen-
ator SHAHEEN from New Hampshire;
Senator PORTMAN, a Republican from
Ohio—basically came to an agreement
on a bill that is bipartisan in nature,
and there are 10 or more bipartisan
amendments included in this bill.

Has the minority had an opportunity
to be part of this process? Absolutely.
Yet it is never enough. They want
more and more, and they are prepared
to slow down or stop the passage of a
bill which in ordinary times would
have passed by a voice vote. That is
not going to happen. Unfortunately, we
are going to be mired down in more
procedural votes until some of these
Senators get the amendments they
want.

We wasted a week last week, a week
in the Senate when nothing happened,
when this bill could have passed. Why?
One Republican Senator wanted to
offer an amendment on the Affordable
Care Act. They have flogged the Af-
fordable Care Act in every imaginable
direction, and now this Senator wants
to deny health insurance coverage or
at least make it more expensive for the
staff of Members of the Senate and the
House of Representatives, as well as
Members themselves. That is his idea
of a good idea to debate on the floor of
the Senate at the expense of this bill.

Well, shame on the Senate. Shame on
those who are obstructing us. We have
had enough, have we not, of these fili-
busters and this obstruction? It is time
that we roll up our sleeves and get
down to the work of the people of this
country.

HEALTH RESEARCH

While I am on the subject, I am leav-
ing to go to a committee meeting of
the Appropriations Committee to talk
about Federal funding for health re-
search. This is another issue which
troubles me, because of the lack of
commitment by this Congress to one of
the most fundamental responsibilities
we have as a government.

We are blessed with the best bio-
medical research agency in the world
today—the National Institutes of
Health—one of the most extraor-
dinarily public health agencies—the
Centers for Disease Control—and we
continue year after year to underfund
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these agencies at the expense of Amer-
ica’s health and at the expense of cre-
ating good-paying jobs in our country.

For the last 10 years or more we have
failed to give the National Institutes of
Health protection from inflation, and
as a result their spending power to
award research grants has declined by
22 percent over the last 10 years. As to
the researchers at the National Insti-
tutes of Health, there are fewer and
fewer younger researchers. They have
lost hope that there is a commitment
by this government, by this Nation, to
medical research. What is the net re-
sult? The net result is that we, at our
peril, fail to do the research, to find
the cures for diseases that make a dif-
ference in the lives of Americans and
American families.

The Republicans argue that it is just
too darn much money, that we cannot
afford medical research. Well, let me
give you one statistic to think about.
Last year Medicare and Medicaid spent
$203 billion of taxpayers’ money—$203
billion—on the victims of Alz-
heimer’s—$203 billion. If research at
the National Institutes of Health could
get to the heart of this disease and find
a way to cure it—that would be a mir-
acle—or delay its onset—it seems with-
in the realm of possibility maybe—we

could save dramatic amounts of
money. Medical research pays for
itself.

Listen to what is happening in the
House of Representatives. We have a
proposal for an extension of a Tax Code
provision that will give a break to
businesses to invest in research
projects. There is nothing wrong with
that. I have supported it. Throughout
my time in the House and Senate, I
have supported it. But listen—listen—
to the logic. The Republicans in the
House argue that if it is an R&D tax
credit that goes to the private sector
for research so they can develop new
products and services and be more prof-
itable and create more employment, it
does not have to be paid for. Over 10
years, it would cost us $140 billion for
the extension of this credit, on a 10-
year basis, to the private sector, and
the Republicans have argued, yes, this
may nominally add to the deficit. But,
in fact, it does not. The research and
development leads to more businesses,
more jobs, more tax revenue to the
government, and so they argue we do
not have to pay for it.

Now let me step over here. What
about the research and development
done, the medical research done by
government agencies? Is that worth
some money to taxpayers? Absolutely.
Finding cures for diseases at NIH—Alz-
heimer’s, diabetes, cancer; I could go
on—each and every one of them would
be a savings to the taxpayers. Yet they
argue: No, that is government spend-
ing; that adds to the deficit.

That is such upside-down thinking. It
is such a denial of reality. Basic funda-
mental medical research and bio-
medical research by these agencies re-
lieves suffering, finds cures for dis-
eases, and reduces the expenditures of
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