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Attrition data would help us better under-
stand the impact of charter schools on student
retention. It would also bring additional trans-
parency regarding the drivers of attrition
issues such as discipline, counseling, drop-
outs, bullying, as well as the impact of learn-
ing disabilities like dyslexia on student reten-
tion.

Although the data reporting is not manda-
tory, it is my hope that charter school districts
and charter schools will take up the challenge
of providing hard data to make the case for
their approaches to education.

| offered two amendments for consideration
by the House Rules Committee that would
strengthen the legislative goals of H.R. 10.

The amendments were simple and were an
important addition to this strong bipartisan ef-
fort from the Education and Workforce Com-
mittee to bring clarity and improve trans-
parency of charter schools in communities
around the Nation.

JACKSON LEE AMENDMENT NO. 1

The Jackson Lee amendment made in order
by the Rules Committee for debate of this bill
directs State Education Agencies that award
Federally funded grants to charter schools to
work with those schools so that they provide
information on their websites regarding stu-
dent recruitment, orientation materials, enroll-
ment criteria, student discipline policies, be-
havior codes, and parent contract require-
ments, which should include any financial obli-
gations such as fees for tutoring, and extra-
curricular activities.

This Amendment will make it possible for
parents to learn more about how schools deal
with important education issues such as aca-
demic performance, enrichment programs, and
quality of education life issues like reasonable
accommodations for students with learning
disabilities like dyslexia or physical disabilities.

Many charter schools already provide this
information, and the amendment would sup-
port this good transparency practice. This
Jackson Lee amendment is good for parents
and for charter schools because parents
would have access to information that helps
them make education decisions for their chil-
dren; and charter schools would speak to a
larger audience regarding their education pro-
grams.

JACKSON LEE AMENDMENT NO. 2

The second Jackson Lee amendment was a
“Sense of the Congress” on the promotion of,
and support for anti-bullying programs in char-
ter schools, including those serving rural com-
munities.

| regret that this amendment was not made
in order by the Rules Committee because the
prevention of bullying is one of the most chal-
lenging problems focusing school officials.

| am disappointed that the Rules Committee
did not make this amendment in order for con-
sideration under this bill.

| introduced H.R. 2585, the Juvenile Ac-
countability Block Grant Reauthorization and
the Bullying Prevention and Intervention Act of
2013 because of the unresolved national epi-
demic of school bullying. This anti-bullying bill
amends the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe
Streets Act of 1968 by expanding the juvenile
accountability block grant program with re-
spect to programs for the prevention of bul-
lying to include intervention programs. The
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bil’'s objective is to reduce and prevent bul-
lying and establish best practices for all activi-
ties that are likely to help reduce bullying
among young people.

This year a million children will be teased,
taunted, and physically assaulted by their
peers. Bullying is the most common form of vi-
olence faced by our Nation’s youth.

The frequency and intensity of bullying that
young people face are astounding: 1 in 7 stu-
dents in grades K—12 is either a bully or a vic-
tim of bullying; 90% of 4th to 8th grade stu-
dents report being victims of bullying of some
type, 56% of students have personally wit-
nessed some type of bullying at school; 71%
of students report incidents of bullying as a
problem at their school; 15% of all students
who don’t show up for school report it to being
out of fear of being bullied while at school; 1
out of 20 students has seen a student with a
gun at school; 282,000 students are physically
attacked in secondary schools each month.

Consequences of bullying: 15% of all school
absenteeism is directly related to fears of
being bullied at school; According to bullying
statistics, 1 out of every 10 students who
drops out of school does so because of re-
peated bullying; Suicides linked to bullying are
the saddest statistic.

Statistics on Gun Violence: Homicide is the
2nd leading cause of death for young people
ages 15 to 24 years old; Homicide is the lead-
ing cause of death for African Americans be-
tween ages 10 and 24; Thirteen young people
from ages 10-24 become victims of homicide
every day; 82.8% of those youths were killed
with a firearm; Every 30 minutes, a child or
teenager in America is injured by a gun; Every
3 hours and 15 minutes, a child or teenager
loses their life to a firearm; In 2010, 82 chil-
dren under 5 years of age lost their lives due
to guns; One of four high school males report-
edly carry a weapon to school, with 8.6% of
reportedly carry a gun; 87% of youth said
shootings are motivated by a desire to “get
back at those who have hurt them,” and 86%
said, “other kids picking on them, making fun
of them or bullying them” causes teenagers to
turn to lethal violence in the schools; In 2011,
over 707,000 young people, aged 10 to 24
years, had to be rushed to the emergency
room as a result of physical assault injuries.

| strongly believe that where our children
are concerned, Congress is in a unique posi-
tion to advocate on their behalf in an effective
and forceful way. Letting children know by our
actions that members of Congress consider
the lives of children and their experience to be
of the utmost importance would help them in
countless ways.

We cannot gamble with our children’s fu-
ture, and ultimately the future of our nation. |
am committed to finding ways to make sure
that education is as valued as national de-
fense—because education is crucial to our na-
tion’s global success in all areas.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance of my
time. Thank you.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MS. FOXX

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, with that, I
offer an amendment to the resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

I. section 6, add ‘‘at the end of the bill”’ be-
fore the period.

May 8, 2014

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time, and I move the
previous question on the amendment
and on the resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on ordering the previous
question on the amendment and on the
resolution.

The previous question was ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the amendment offered
by the gentlewoman from North Caro-
lina (Ms. FOXX).

The amendment was agreed to.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the resolution, as
amended.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 42 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
O 1520

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. MARCHANT) at 3 o’clock
and 20 minutes p.m.

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Pate, one
of his secretaries.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on questions previously
postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

Adoption of House Resolution 576, as
amended;

The previous question on House Res-
olution 575;

Adoption of House Resolution 575, if
ordered; and

The motion to suspend the rules on
H.R. 2548.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining
electronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.
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