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and served as a catalyst for a whole
ripple effect of positive, creative
changes. For example, working with
mayors, city council members, and
local economic development officials in
Dickinson County, I have fought for
more than $9.2 million for Polaris
through the Department of Defense to
provide All Terrain Ultra Tactical Ve-
hicles to the National Guard, helping
to create jobs and expand economic op-
portunities.

School grants: Every child in Iowa
deserves to be educated in a classroom
that is safe, accessible, and modern.
That’s why, for the past decade and a
half, I have secured funding for the in-
novative Iowa Demonstration Con-
struction Grant Program—better
known among educators in Iowa as
Harkin grants for public schools con-
struction and renovation. Across 15
years, Harkin grants worth more than
$132 million have helped school dis-
tricts to fund a range of renovation and
repair efforts—everything from updat-
ing fire safety systems to building new
schools. In many cases, these Federal
dollars have served as the needed in-
centive to leverage local public and
private dollars, so it often has a tre-
mendous multiplier effect within a
school district. Over the years, Dickin-
son County has received $1,124,075 in
Harkin grants. Similarly, schools in
Dickinson County have received funds
that I designated for Iowa Star Schools
for technology totaling $223,047.

Agricultural and rural development:
Because I grew up in a small town in
rural Iowa, I have always been a loyal
friend and fierce advocate for family
farmers and rural communities. I have
been a member of the House or Senate
Agriculture Committee for 40 years—
including more than 10 years as chair-
man of the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee. Across the decades, I have
championed farm policies for Iowans
that include effective farm income pro-
tection and commodity programs;
strong, progressive conservation assist-
ance for agricultural producers; renew-
able energy opportunities; and robust
economic development in our rural
communities. Since 1991, through var-
ious programs authorized through the
farm bill, Dickinson County has re-
ceived more than $3.1 million from a
variety of farm bill programs.

Keeping Iowa communities safe: I
also firmly believe that our first re-
sponders need to be appropriately
trained and equipped, able to respond
to both local emergencies and to state-
wide challenges such as—for instance,
the methamphetamine epidemic. Since
2001, Dickinson County’s fire depart-
ments have received over $500,000 for
firefighter safety and operations equip-
ment.

Disability Rights: Growing up, I
loved and admired my brother Frank,
who was deaf. But I was deeply dis-
turbed by the discrimination and ob-
stacles he faced every day. That’s why
I have always been a passionate advo-
cate for full equality for people with
disabilities. As the primary author of
the Americans with Disabilities Act,
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ADA, and the ADA Amendments Act, I
have had four guiding goals for our fel-
low citizens with disabilities: equal op-
portunity, full participation, inde-
pendent living and economic self-suffi-
ciency. Nearly a quarter century since
passage of the ADA, I see remarkable
changes in communities everywhere I
go in Iowa—not just in curb cuts or
closed captioned television, but in the
full participation of people with dis-
abilities in our society and economy,
folks who at long last have the oppor-
tunity to contribute their talents and
to be fully included. These changes
have increased economic opportunities
for all citizens of Dickinson County,
both those with and without disabil-
ities. And they make us proud to be a
part of a community and country that
respects the worth and civil rights of
all of our citizens.

This is at least a partial accounting
of my work on behalf of Iowa, and spe-
cifically Dickinson County, during my
time in Congress. In every case, this
work has been about partnerships, co-
operation, and empowering folks at the
State and local level, including in
Dickinson County, to fulfill their own
dreams and initiatives. And, of course,
this work is never complete. Even after
I retire from the Senate, I have no in-
tention of retiring from the fight for a
better, fairer, richer Iowa. I will always
be profoundly grateful for the oppor-
tunity to serve the people of Iowa as
their Senator.e

———

REMEMBERING ERNIE SCHOCH

e Mr. HELLER. Madam President,
today we honor the life and service of
Ernie Schoch, whose passing signifies a
great loss to Nevada. I send my condo-
lences and prayers to Joann and all of
Ernie’s family in this time of mourn-
ing.

Ernie came to the United States to
become a member of the U.S. Air
Force. During his tenure in the Air
Force, Ernie was a recipient of the
prestigious Good Conduct Medal. Air-
men awarded this medal must earn
character and efficiency ratings of ex-
cellent or higher throughout a 3-year
period of Active military service or for
a 1-year period of service during a time
of war. As one of our Nation’s service-
members, he made exceptional sac-
rifices for our country and deserves our
deepest gratitude. I am both humbled
and honored by not only his but his
family’s service to our great Nation.

Ernie and his wife Joann were exem-
plary volunteers throughout the com-
munity. Their selflessness extends far
beyond our Nation’s military. He was
dedicated to supporting homeless vet-
erans and worked with the U.S. Vet-
erans Initiative and other organiza-
tions in his spare time. As a member of
the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee, I am proud to have continued
his work through my own legislative
proposals to help in assisting homeless
veterans. His volunteerism brought so
much to his community, and rest as-
sured his contributions will remain a
lasting legacy in the ‘‘Silver State.”
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I extend my deepest sympathies to
Joann and all of Ernie’s family. We will
always remember Ernie for his coura-
geous contributions to the TUnited
States of America and to freedom-lov-
ing nations around the world. His serv-
ice to his country and his bravery and
dedication to his family and commu-
nity earn him a place among the out-
standing men and women who have val-
iantly defended our Nation.

Ernie’s wife Joann is a woman whom
I am proud to call a friend. Together,
the two were an inseparable couple
whose love for each other was obvious
to anyone who spent time with them.
They enjoyed traveling together and
sharing their stories with all who ea-
gerly listened. When not traveling or
volunteering, Joann and Ernie opened
their home generously to the many
people who loved their company.

Throughout his life, Ernie main-
tained a dedication to the preservation
of justice and integrity, which I am
honored to commend. Today, I join the
Clark County community and citizens
of the ‘“‘Silver State’ to celebrate the
life of an upstanding Nevadan.e

———

CONGRATULATING RABBI DR.
GERSHON C. GERWITZ AND DR.
MINDY GERWITZ

e Mr. MARKEY. Madam President, I
wish to express my warmest congratu-
lations to both Rabbi Dr. Gershon C.
Gerwitz and Dr. Mindy Gerwitz of
Brookline, MA upon their departure.
Rabbi Gewirtz has served as Young
Israel of Brookline’s dedicated Mara
d’Asra for three decades, alongside his
wife Mindy, and their children Yossi,
Henoch, Sorah Leah, Adina and Doniel
arrived in 1984. His wife, Dr. Mindy
Gerwitz has also been a longtime pas-
sionate and dedicated community lead-
er in her own right, contributing tire-
less decades of service.

Rabbi Gewirtz leaves Young Israel of
Brookline with an indelible legacy as
one of the prime architects of Young
Israel and as a local and national Jew-
ish leader, in Brookline, the Greater
Boston Jewish community, and the na-
tional Orthodox movement.

Rabbi Gewirtz has led in times of
great joy, incredible challenge, deep
tragedy and monumental growth.
Through it all, Rabbi Gewirtz has kept
the Young Israel community together.
He represented the Orthodox Jewish
community locally and nationally with
wisdom and integrity. Most impor-
tantly, he established personal rela-
tionships with his congregants, always
serving their religious, spiritual, intel-
lectual and halachic needs.

I wish to express my boundless grati-
tude to Rabbi Gewirtz for his many
years of devoted service to Young
Israel of Brookline and to the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts. He has
had a storied career, and I know the
best is yet to come for him and his
family.e
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TRIBUTE TO DR. KAY
SCHALLENKAMP

e Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today
I honor Dr. Kay Schallenkamp on her
many accomplishments and upcoming
retirement.

Dr. Kay Schallenkamp was born in
Salem, SD. Her background includes
three degrees in communication dis-
orders; a bachelor’s degree from North-
ern State University, a master’s degree
from the University of South Dakota,
and a doctorate from the University of
Colorado. Her career has spanned for
over 40 years, and her dedication to
education and the well-being of her
students is unmatched.

Dr. Schallenkamp’s career in higher
education originated as a professor of
communication disorders at Northern
State University in Aberdeen, SD, in
1973. She served as department chair
from 1982 to 1984, followed by an ap-
pointment as dean of graduate studies
and research in 1984. Dr. Schallenkamp
was named provost of Chadron State
College in 1988, and in 1992 she was
named provost of the University of
Wisconsin-Whitewater. Before making
her way back to South Dakota, Dr.
Schallenkamp served as the president
of Emporia State University in Kansas
from 1997 to 2006.

Since her arrival at Black Hills State
University, BHSU, in 2006, Dr.
Schallenkamp has placed the needs of
BHSU ahead of her own. Due to her
diligent work, BHSU is the State of
South Dakota’s third-largest univer-
sity. She has been vital in physical ren-
ovations across campus, including a
key transformation and addition to the
Student Union, the construction of the
Life Sciences Laboratory, and updates
to the campus residence halls. Prepara-
tions are also being made for the addi-
tion of a new residence hall and a re-
model of Jonas Science Hall in partner-
ship with the Sanford Underground Re-
search Facility in Lead, SD. Dr.
Schallenkamp has served as the presi-
dent for the last 8 years and in that
time BHSU has significantly grown.

Dr. Schallenkamp is retiring after a
long and successful career to spend
more time with her family. She and her
husband Ken have two daughters:
Heather (Shad) in Kansas have two
children, Alyssa and Tyler. Jenni
(Danny) Simon in North Carolina have
two sons, Keenan and Reece.

I am honored to recognize Dr.
Schallenkamp for her accomplishments
and wish her a happy retirement.e

———

RECOGNIZING SALVE REGINA
UNIVERSITY

e Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, in 1874, a financier named Wil-
liam Watts Sherman and his wife
Annie Wetmore decided to build a
house on a plot of land Wetmore had
inherited from her father in Newport,
RI, just a few blocks from Sheep Point
Cove. The couple hired the respected
architects H.H. Richardson and Stan-
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ford White, and chose the popular
Queen Anne’s style, which employed
steeply sloping rooflines, gables, broad
porches, and deep entranceways. But,
as is the case with many in Rhode Is-
land, they also wanted to put their own
mark on the property—something that
would set it apart from their neigh-
bors. So they added new materials, like
stucco, shingles, stained glass windows,
and an asymmetrical layout to draw
the eye in unexpected directions.

The house was both fashionable and
altogether different, and a new style
was born. So it is that ‘“Shingle Style,”
as it came to be known, is traced back
to Rhode Island and the William Watts
Sherman House.

Today the home is one of more than
21 historic buildings on the campus of
Salve Regina University, which has
sought to maintain the structures and
commission new buildings that com-
plement Newport’s distinct architec-
tural tradition. That is why Salve Re-
gina University has been selected for
the Institute of Classical Architecture
& Art’s prestigious Arthur Ross Award
for Stewardship. It joins previous re-
cipients that include the New York Bo-
tanical Garden in New York, Monti-
cello, the Thomas Jefferson Founda-
tion in Virginia, and the U.S. Commis-
sion of Fine Arts in Washington, D.C.
The award recognizes the university’s
‘“‘astute and indefatigable effort” to
preserve its legacy for future genera-
tions and expand upon the defining aes-
thetic of its campus and surrounding
neighborhood. I could not imagine a
more worthy recipient.

The story of William Watts Sherman
House is one of many examples of ar-
chitectural innovation in the Ocean
State, from ‘‘stone-ender” farmhouses
in Lincoln, to vast industrial spaces
like Slater Mill in Pawtucket, and to
Gilded Age mansions like The Breakers
in Newport. We see our own history re-
flected back to us through these struc-
tures, and by preserving them we see
more clearly how much has changed
and why.

I am proud to see an institution that
cares deeply about preserving New-
port’s architectural heritage receive
worthy recognition. I applaud Salve
Regina’s dedication to Rhode Island’s
rich cultural history and congratulate
them on this prestigious honor.e

———————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

—————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)
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PROPOSED AGREEMENT FOR CO-
OPERATION BETWEEN THE GOV-
ERNMENT OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA AND THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE SOCIALIST
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CON-
CERNING PEACEFUL USES OF
NUCLEAR ENERGY—PM 42

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit to the Con-
gress, pursuant to sections 123 b. and
123 d. of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954,
as amended (42 U.S.C. 2153(b), (d)) (the
“Act’), the text of a proposed Agree-
ment for Cooperation between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of Amer-
ica and the Government of the Social-
ist Republic of Vietnam Concerning
Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy (the
“Agreement’). I am also pleased to
transmit my written approval, author-
ization, and determination concerning
the Agreement, and an unclassified Nu-
clear Proliferation Assessment State-
ment (NPAS) concerning the Agree-
ment. (In accordance with section 123
of the Act, as amended by title XII of
the Foreign Affairs Reform and Re-
structuring Act of 1998 (Public Law 105-
277), a classified annex to the NPAS,
prepared by the Secretary of State in
consultation with the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence, summarizing rel-
evant classified information, will be
submitted to the Congress separately.)
The joint memorandum submitted to
me by the Secretaries of State and En-
ergy and a letter from the Chairman of
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
stating the views of the Commission
are also enclosed. An addendum to the
NPAS containing a comprehensive
analysis of Vietnam’s export control
system with respect to nuclear-related
matters, including interactions with
other countries of proliferation con-
cern and the actual or suspected nu-
clear, dual-use, or missile-related
transfers to such countries, pursuant
to section 102A of the National Secu-
rity Act of 1947 (560 U.S.C. 403-1), as
amended, is being submitted separately
by the Director of National Intel-
ligence.

The proposed Agreement has been ne-
gotiated in accordance with the Act
and other applicable law. In my judg-
ment, it meets all applicable statutory
requirements and will advance the non-
proliferation and other foreign policy
interests of the United States.

The proposed Agreement provides a
comprehensive framework for peaceful
nuclear cooperation with Vietnam
based on a mutual commitment to nu-
clear nonproliferation. Vietnam has af-
firmed that it does not intend to seek
to acquire sensitive fuel cycle capabili-
ties, but instead will rely upon the
international market in order to en-
sure a reliable nuclear fuel supply for
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