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that marijuana for medical relief is a move-
ment which is attracting voters who are
pretty assertive on the subject.

Yes, William F. Buckley was a vi-
sionary. He saw what direction the will
of the American people would be hav-
ing, and he foresaw today that the vast
majority of the American people do not
want the Federal Government wasting
limited dollars destroying doctors’
lives, preventing research into medical
marijuana, and getting in the way of
the people of the States who have
voted to make this substance legal in
their State for medical purposes.

Conservatives in this body—in this
body, in this House—who regularly call
for a decrease in the size and scope of
the Federal Government ought to seri-
ously consider voting for my amend-
ment. Likewise, conservatives in this
body who routinely talk about the need
for the Federal Government to respect
the 10th Amendment of the Constitu-
tion and those who believe that Wash-
ington should not interfere with the
doctor-patient relationship, which we
have heard so much about, these peo-
ple, my conservative colleagues, ought
to seriously consider supporting my
amendment, as well.

In fact, if you are on the wrong side
of Milton Friedman and William F.
Buckley and ©people like Grover
Norquist and George Schultz on the
medical marijuana issue, I would sug-
gest to my colleagues that they ought
to reconsider the position that they are
taking, that it may not be the one that
is consistent with the conservative be-
lief in freedom, individual responsi-
bility, and, of course, limited govern-
ment.
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This amendment has been introduced
in the past, most recently in 2012, but
the difference this time around is that
the American people are now demand-
ing the Federal Government respect
the majority of the States in our coun-
try which have implemented various
medical marijuana laws.

The question at this point is whether
the American people’s Representatives
in this House will grant them the wish
and accede to what their opinion is and
understand that laws are made for
these people and their opinions have a
right to be heard. I would hope that my
fellow Representatives hear the Amer-
ican people’s cry, hear those people
who are trying to take care of their el-
derly mother or a veteran coming
home or their children who are suf-
fering seizures and say it is a total
waste, it is a travesty to use limited
dollars, to have a Federal Government
stopping a doctor in States that have
declared it as legal, prevent that doc-
tor from offering a treatment for these
people, our loved ones, Americans
throughout our country.

My hope and expectation is that
truth and common sense will prevail. I
have faith in the American people. And
yes, I have faith in my colleagues. I be-
lieve that both the American people,
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given a choice in their lives, they will
do the right thing for themselves and
their family. I also believe they will do
it without bureaucracy, without mas-
sive Federal intrusion into their lives.
And I also have faith in my colleagues
that they will begin to take a second
look at this issue and see if what they
are doing is consistent with our overall
belief in American freedom and per-
sonal responsibility.

One final point I would like to make
is that, as legislators who have the
power of the purse, we have a responsi-
bility to prioritize Federal tax dollars
and how they are spent. Our debt has
increased by trillions of dollars in just
the last few years. This year’s deficit is
expected to add an additional $500 bil-
lion to the debt, and the CBO estimates
that the deficit will only slightly be
lower next year before ballooning up
again to unacceptable levels. What we
are going through is already unaccept-
able to most of us.

As we look for places to cut spending,
why don’t we begin by eliminating
those expenditures which the vast ma-
jority of Americans believe to be an
unjustified exercise of Federal powers.
I ask my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting a commonsense amendment
that will be a step in the right direc-
tion in respecting State medical mari-
juana laws and will respect the indi-
vidual liberties that our country be-
lieves in.

I would hope that the Federal Gov-
ernment also, finally, we in the Federal
Government will understand
prioritizing spending, so even if you
have questions of how someone making
a personal choice somewhere across the
country as to whether to use medical
marijuana to help a family member
who is sick or to stop their own sei-
zures or whatever, yes, even if you
don’t believe that individuals across
our country or the State governments
have a right to be able to make those
decisions and local voters should be
making those determinations, which is
what our Founding Fathers wanted,
even if you don’t believe in that, we
should, at the very least, understand
that we do not have resources at the
Federal level to do everything for ev-
erybody.

While showing compassion for thou-
sands of ailing patients across our
country, we can also do the right thing,
that is the right thing for us to do in
terms of balancing our budget and hav-
ing responsible spending patterns and
taxing patterns here in Washington.
Here is where it crosses. Here is where
the waste of taxpayer dollars and en-
forcing laws that they have already
said they don’t want at the State level,
forcing this upon them, declaring that
someone is not going to have the per-
sonal responsibility in his own life to
make these decisions, even in States
where our people have voted to make
this legal in terms of decisionmaking
for using medical marijuana, well, even
in those States, and all of this in one
formula, you still have to understand
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that we have to deal with a budget; and
it is totally inconsistent with a respon-
sible spending pattern to use such lim-
ited resources as we have, going into
debt in order to fence in doctors and
other people who are trying to use
medical marijuana around the country
and even prevent the research into
medical marijuana to show that it
might have some benefit. No, that is a
travesty and a total waste of our lim-
ited resources.

I would call on my conservative col-
leagues and my liberal colleagues, my
Democrat and Republican friends and
the people across the country of the
United States to look at this issue with
an open mind, intelligently look at the
issue, look at it with your heart and
your brain, and we will come to the
conclusion that medical marijuana, es-
pecially in those States in which the
people have decided to make medical
use of marijuana legal, that it is a
total waste of limited Federal funds for
us to be focusing the use of those Fed-
eral funds on that activity at the State
and local levels by people who are
being given the choice by doctors as to
what medicine they will use.

Let’s get the Federal Government
out of the areas that it shouldn’t be in.
That should be something conserv-
atives really support. And so today, I
would call on my colleagues to support
the amendment that I will be offering,
along with Congressman BLUMENAUER
and others here in the body, to make
sure that we get back to the 10th
Amendment of the Constitution and
put into law that, when it comes to the
medical use of marijuana, the Federal
Government will not waste its money
trying to thwart the will of people
throughout our country and the var-
ious State legislatures throughout our
country.

With that said, Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. HARPER (at the request of Mr.
CANTOR) for today on account of a
death in the family.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida (at the re-
quest of Ms. PELOSI) for today.

Mr. RUSH (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today.

———

SENATE BILL REFERRED

A bill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 2197. An act to repeal certain require-
ments regarding newspaper advertising of
Senate stationery contracts; to the Com-
mittee on House Administration.
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