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legendary cultural figures of his time—jazz
greats Louis Armstrong and Dave Brubeck, as
well as comedy giants Lenny Bruce and Mort
Sahl at San Francisco’s “Hungry i.”

An engaging and enthusiastic raconteur,
Lewis could entertain with stories of juicy irony
from the day’s news, or of his time playing
slots with Frank Sinatra in Reno, Nevada
when the singer was obtaining his divorce
from Ava Gardner. His own performing ex-
ploits—he sang and played guitar—ended with
producing musicals and comedies in graduate
school.

Born with a rare cholesterol disorder, Dr.
Lewis first entered NIH in 1964 as an in-pa-
tient, and was involved in the National Heart,
Lung, and Blood Institutes’ research protocols
that led to the discovery of the statin drugs.
Dr. Donald S. Fredrickson, named by Presi-
dent Gerald Ford to become head of the Na-
tional Institutes in 1974, was Lewis’s doctor;
Lewis was a research patient in Dr.
Frederickson’s 1967 paper describing the clas-
sification of lipoprotein abnormalities in five
types. This became known as the “Frederick
classification,” later adopted as a standard by
the World Health Organization in 1972.

A devoted atheist, Dr. Lewis became a min-
ister in the Universal Life Church, Inc., in the
1960s—he liked to joke that he could marry
you or bury you—your choice. In 1999, he ex-
perienced a lifetime thrill when he met the
Dalai Lama at a dinner in Washington, DC.
The Lewises had recently visited Lhasa, Tibet
and at the dinner presented the Dalai Lama
with photographs of Norbulingka, the summer
palace from which he escaped the Chinese in
March 1959.

Dr. Lewis is survived by his wife of 47
years, Eleanor G. Lewis of Washington, DC,
my former Chief of Staff; his son Joseph J.
Lewis of Eugene, Oregon, cousin Ruth
Lycette, her son and daughter-in-law, Bob and
Kathy Lycette of Palo Alto and San Carlos re-
spectively; his cousin in law, Eve Delanis of
Virginia Beach, VA; a sister-in-law, Roberta
Foulke and her husband, Robert, of Las
Vegas, Nevada, 11 nieces and nephews, and
many great nieces and nephews.
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DYING IN LINES—U.S. VETERANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on
Memorial Day, I was at Houston Na-
tional Cemetery with Texas veterans
and their families. They were irate
about the allegations against the VA.
They want to know what we plan to do
about it.

In a July 2012 speech, President
Obama said: ‘I promised to strengthen
the VA, and that promise has been
kept.”” Thanks to whistleblowers, we
now know that statement is not accu-
rate.

The more we hear about the VA’s
treatment of veterans, the worse it
gets. And over the past few weeks, we
have learned that 26 VA facilities na-
tionwide are being investigated for
cooking the books, ensuring that the
long wait times sick veterans have to
endure are hidden from the public. Se-
cret waiting lists, hidden agendas all
driven by the greed of those at the
highest level of the VA.
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Why greed? Why cook the books? Be-
cause if wait times are reported low,
VA officials receive bonuses. VA work-
ers have allegedly used different tac-
tics and strategies to give the impres-
sion that they were meeting the De-
partment’s standard of seeing patients
between 14 and 30 days.

To promote this lie, the Phoenix VA
hospital allegedly had a secret waiting
list to conceal delays and wait times.
Meanwhile, dozens of patients’ condi-
tions worsened, and many died waiting
in line. It has been reported that be-
tween 1,400 and 1,600 sick veterans had
to wait months to see a doctor.

The Phoenix VA was not the only
place where fraud took place. In my
home State of Texas, it has been re-
ported that the VA officials in San An-
tonio and Austin purposely manipu-
lated appointment data to hide the
long wait times.

According to whistleblower reports,
top level VA staff directed workers to
“‘ensure wait times were as close to
zero as possible,” in other words, jug-
gle the books. He went on:

It’s plain and simple common sense . . . If
you have a patient who has a delay in diag-
nosis of any cancer, that cancer did not stop
growing while they were waiting for the doc-
tor to see them.

Mr. Speaker, treating our veterans
like cattle in line at the stockyards is
unacceptable. Our warriors are dying
in line.

According to The Daily Beast, a
whistleblower in the Texas VA de-
scribed this as ‘‘an organized crime
syndicate . People up on top are
suddenly afraid they may actually be
prosecuted, and they’re pressuring the
little guys down below to cover it all
up.77

According to the whistleblower, the
problem comes from the higher-ups. “‘If
VA directors report long delays, they
won’t stay a director very long, and
they certainly won’t get promoted.”

“No one is getting rewarded for hon-
esty. They pretty much have to lie; if
they don’t, they don’t go anywhere.”

“If one person comes up with a way
to cheat on a report to the government
and profit from that lie, that’s defraud-
ing the government.”

“If hundreds of people are defrauding
the government, it’s a conspiracy, and
that’s what you’ve got now, and it runs
coast to coast and bottom to top.”

Mr. Speaker, it is time for the admin-
istration to stop claiming ignorance
and blaming lower-level operatives for
a scandal that has been driven from
higher up. Secretary Shinseki has over-
seen a Department that has now been
called a ‘‘criminal syndicate.” He
should just be fired.

Those money-hungry executives at
the VA who engaged in secret illegal
activity that has resulted in veterans
dying should be treated for what they
are—criminals. And those veterans who
are still waiting in line should be given
waivers to see the private doctor of
their choice.

Mr. Speaker, cancer does not wait for
government bureaucracy, incom-
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petence, and delay. American warriors
have died in lands far, far away. But
now, other American warriors are
dying in the United States, in line,
waiting for VA health care. Put those
that committed crimes in line for the
stockade, and fix the problem.

And that’s just the way it is.

———
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DENOUNCING THE NAME OF THE
NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE’S
WASHINGTON FOOTBALL FRAN-
CHISE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
American Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA)
for 5 minutes.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
last year, nine Members of this House
and I sent a letter to the National
Football League Commissioner Roger
Goodell, to the Washington, D.C., fran-
chise owner, Dan Snyder, and to the
owners of the other 31 National Foot-
ball League franchises urging an end to
the use of the term ‘‘redskins’ as an
NFL franchise name because it is de-
rogatory, it is demeaning, and patently
offensive to Native American Indians.
While Mr. Snyder did not respond, Mr.
Goodell did so in a dismissive manner,
calling this racial slur ‘‘a unifying
force that stands for strength, courage,
pride, and respect.”

Mr. Speaker, give me a break.

Last week, 50 Senators joined our ef-
fort and also sent a letter to the NFL.
Mr. Goodell did not respond, but Bruce
Allen of the Washington franchise did
respond in a dismissive manner, stat-
ing that ‘‘redskins’ is not a derogatory
word and claiming that it actually
honors Native Americans.

Mr. Speaker, shame on Mr. Allen,
shame on Mr. Goodell, and shame on
Mr. Snyder for suggesting that ‘‘red-
skins’’ is a name of honor when, ac-
cording to Native Americans, it is ‘‘the
worst thing in the English language
you can be called if you are a Native
person.”

Mr. Snyder, Mr. Goodell, and Mr.
Allen have escaped the public lashing
that Don Sterling received just weeks
ago for his racist remarks on African
Americans who play basketball. I be-
lieve if the American public knew the
history of this derogatory term, they
would call on Dan Snyder to change
the name or get out of the League.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to share
with my colleagues the painful and vio-
lent past associated with this des-
picable term. For many of our Native
Americans, the word ‘redskins’ is
reminiscent of a time when the colo-
nial government engaged in the prac-
tice of trading Indian scalps or skins
and body parts for bounties.

In 1749, the British bounty was 10
guineas for every Indian taken or
killed.” In 1755, the lieutenant gov-
ernor of the Massachusetts Bay Prov-
ince issued a proclamation calling for
the extermination of the Penobscot In-
dian Nation. The bounty for a male In-
dian above the age of 12 was 50 pounds,
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