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brightest young minds to do more than 
the generation before them ever could 
imagine. 

STEM education is an issue that we 
can all rally around, and I urge my col-
leagues to do so when supporting this 
important initiative. 

f 

b 1215 

THE ELECTRICITY SECURITY AND 
AFFORDABILITY ACT 

(Mr. DAINES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DAINES. Mr. Speaker, coal is 
vital to our way of life in Montana. It 
provides thousands of jobs, affordable 
electricity for families, and millions of 
dollars that fund our schools and our 
parks. So when Montanans hear about 
new coal regulations from the EPA, we 
get a bit nervous. 

A new study predicts that President 
Obama’s rules will effectively ban new 
coal generation—killing jobs and caus-
ing energy prices to skyrocket. 

The House passed the Electricity Se-
curity and Affordability Act, a bill I 
cosponsored, to halt these job-killing 
regulations. I urge the Senate to also 
take action to stop President Obama 
and protect Montana families who rely 
on coal for affordable energy and whose 
livelihoods are supported by Montana’s 
coal industry. 

f 

ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN 
HERITAGE MONTH 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Asian Pa-
cific American Heritage Month. I want 
to honor Helen Ho Kim and the entire 
staff of the Asian American Legal Ad-
vocacy Center of Georgia. 

Based in the city of Norcross, part of 
which I represent, the center is dedi-
cated to promoting the rights of Asian 
Americans in the Southeast. They pro-
tect and promote the civil, social, and 
economic rights of Asian Americans 
through policy, community organizing, 
leadership development, and legal edu-
cation. The center strives towards indi-
viduals who are fully empowered, ac-
tive in civic life, and working together 
to promote equity and fair treatment 
for all. 

The center is also proof that Asian 
and Pacific Islanders are part of every 
community in this country. As this 
month comes to a close, I encourage all 
Americans to take pride in the diver-
sity of our country and to consider the 
contributions of Asian and Pacific Is-
landers in their communities. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MURRAY WISE 

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize a 
great friend of mine and a great friend 
of agriculture, Murray Wise. 

Farming and agriculture have always 
played an integral role in Murray’s life. 
He grew up on his parents’ grain and 
livestock farm and even acquired his 
first farm before attending college. 

After graduating early from Iowa 
State University, Murray continued to 
show his commitment to agriculture 
through his first job with Allied Mills, 
Incorporated, and his second with The 
Sandage Companies. And, now, years 
later, Murray is the chairman and CEO 
of Murray Wise Associates, a leading 
authority on land marketing based in 
Champaign, Illinois. 

In 2 weeks, Murray will be honored as 
Parkland College’s V. Dale Cozad En-
trepreneur of the Year. I can’t think of 
a more deserving individual than Mur-
ray to receive this prestigious award. 

Murray is recognized not only for his 
years of hard work and education but 
also for his innovative ideas and posi-
tion as a national leader in agriculture. 

Congratulations, Murray, on this in-
credible achievement, and I look for-
ward to working with you for years to 
come on behalf of the agricultural 
communities in central Illinois. 
Congrats again, Murray. 

f 

CONGRATULATING BRANDIN 
COOKS OF STOCKTON, CALI-
FORNIA, FOR MAKING THE NFL 
ROSTER 
(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to congratulate Brandin Cooks, a na-
tive of Stockton, California, who was 
selected by the New Orleans Saints in 
the first round of the NFL draft. 

Our region is proud to see one of its 
own achieve his childhood dream. 
While there are many young men who 
set the goal of becoming an NFL ath-
lete, it is an incredibly difficult task to 
make it to that level. According to the 
NFL’s Players Association: 

Of the 100,000 high school seniors who play 
football every year, only 215 will ever make 
an NFL roster. That is a mere 0.2 percent. 

Since he was a child, Brandin loved 
football and worked hard to develop his 
skills. He started playing for the North 
Stockton Bengals youth football pro-
gram, then Lincoln High School and 
Oregon State. 

Brandin earned the Biletnikoff 
Award his junior year as the Nation’s 
top receiver and made history at Or-
egon State. This past February at the 
NFL Combine, he ran the fastest 40- 
yard dash—in 4.33 seconds. 

Brandin credits his mother, Andrea 
Cooks, as his inspiration for becoming 
one of the Nation’s elite college receiv-
ers. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
congratulating Brandin Cooks and wish 
him a long and successful career in the 
NFL.. 

HONORING ILLINOIS’ FALLEN 
BROTHERS G. EARLE AND 
CHARLES MARCUS ELDREDGE 

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor two brothers, G. Earle 
and Charles Marcus Eldredge, who fell 
in the line of duty a century ago. 

After serving the community for 7 
years as an officer in the Illinois De-
partment of Natural Resources and 
Conservation, Earle’s own gun was 
used against him while he investigated 
a report of poaching on McHenry Coun-
ty soil in 1907. 

Charles was a successful attorney 
until his brother’s murder pushed him 
to join the department as well. He 
served the State for the next decades, 
enforcing conservation law and pur-
suing his brother’s killer. Sadly, 
Charles was also shot down in 1931, 
near where his brother fell. 

To date, the two heroes are the only 
department officers murdered in the 
line of duty. Both served their county 
and their State with honor and brav-
ery, and I support local efforts to honor 
their lives of devotion to our commu-
nity. 

f 

MEMORIAL DAY IN FOREST HILL, 
TEXAS 

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to thank the citizens of Forest 
Hill, Texas, for their recent Memorial 
Day celebration to honor the military 
service contributions of the men and 
women of our Armed Forces as well as 
our public safety officers who have lost 
their lives in that city in the line of 
duty. 

I was proud to attend the ceremony, 
which included 375 names of men and 
women who have proudly served the 
city of Forest Hill and lived there and 
have lost their lives in the line of duty. 

Also at the park is the Court of 
Honor, where the names of prisoners of 
war and the missing in action serve as 
a solemn reminder of the sacrifices for 
freedom. 

We must remember—perhaps now 
more than ever—that our debt of grati-
tude for veterans that have served us 
can never be repaid in full, but we owe 
it to them to keep our commitments to 
them as a country. 

I would like to thank the citizens of 
Forest Hill for their display of thanks 
and respect. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 70TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE D-DAY LANDINGS 
ON THE BEACHES OF NORMANDY 

(Mr. LATTA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 
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Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to recognize the 70th anniversary 
of the D-day landings on the beaches of 
Normandy, France. 

On June 6, 1944, combined Allied 
forces began the opening phase of Oper-
ation Overlord in an effort to break the 
Nazi stranglehold on Western Europe. 
The initial assault included over 156,000 
troops, along with 11,590 aircraft and 
6,939 naval vessels. In that first day 
alone, approximately 10,000 Allied per-
sonnel were either wounded or killed, 
including 6,000 Americans. 

The D-day landing was the largest 
single amphibious assault in history, 
and soldiers of six divisions—three 
American, two British, and one Cana-
dian—stormed upon five different 
beach landings in Normandy. Just 
hours before that, U.S., British, and 
Canadian airborne troops dropped into 
France to support the landing. 

The world owes a debt of gratitude to 
the members of the Greatest Genera-
tion who assumed the task of freeing 
the world from Nazism and fascism and 
restoring freedom to millions in Eu-
rope. 

Next week, as we commemorate this 
important day, I ask everyone to re-
member the importance of this 70th an-
niversary of the D-day landings on the 
beaches of Normandy, France. 

f 

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE 

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, it has 
been nearly 2 months since the Senate 
acted to extend unemployment com-
pensation to millions of Americans. It 
is a bill that was passed in a bipartisan 
fashion, the way folks back home want 
us to do things; a bill that was paid for, 
as was requested; a bill that will not 
increase the deficit one penny; and a 
bill that would extend unemployment 
benefits and help preserve the Amer-
ican way of life for 2.8 million Ameri-
cans who are at risk of losing every-
thing that they have worked for. 

And so what the American public 
asks me—I know what the folks back 
home ask—is, Why won’t the House 
act? We know that there is bipartisan 
support for this legislation even in this 
body. 

The bill that I introduced, H.R. 4415, 
right after the Senate acted with the 
precise same language, has bipartisan 
cosponsorship. So the question is, 
Why? Why won’t Congress act? Is it be-
cause this question is too complex? No. 
This one is really simple. We have a 
bill that would extend unemployment 
compensation that is paid for, and it 
would prevent families from losing 
their house. Every day that passes that 
we don’t act, a family loses their home. 
Every day that passes, a family loses 
hope. It is on our watch that we are al-
lowing this to happen. 

I call upon Congress to act. 

THE WORST DAY EVER FOR THE 
HOUSTON FIRE DEPARTMENT 

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, every day 
that I leave home to fly here, I pass the 
Southwest Inn, the site of the worst 
day the Houston Fire Department has 
ever had. One year ago this Saturday, 
four brave firefighters were killed 
when the inn’s roof collapsed upon 
them without warning. 

Matthew Renaud, Robert Garner, 
Robert Bebee, and Anne Sullivan all 
lost their lives on that day. They never 
came back to their stations. 

Anne’s mother, Mary, works at the 
middle school that both my kids have 
attended. We shared tears over Anne’s 
loss at a local restaurant. I know the 
pain of losing her Anne will never leave 
my friend. But I hope she remembers 
what her father told her sister from 
Heaven on that day. Her father said: 
‘‘It is okay. I have got her. It is okay. 
I have got her.’’ And He has them all. 

f 

RENEWING UNEMPLOYMENT 
INSURANCE 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, it has 
been 52 days now since the United 
States Senate passed bipartisan legis-
lation to renew unemployment insur-
ance for the long-term unemployed. 
For 52 days, Speaker BOEHNER has been 
the only thing standing in the way of 
renewing this vital lifeline for millions 
of Americans. 

In less than 3 days, the Senate bill 
will expire, and if Speaker BOEHNER 
gets his way, the House will leave town 
yet again without acting—delivering 
another devastating blow to the more 
than 21⁄2 million Americans who have 
been cut off from this critical safety 
net. 

We can’t let Speaker BOEHNER run 
out the clock on the Senate bill. Every 
week that goes by, more and more 
members of our communities lose their 
unemployment benefits, and if the 
House does not act, then it is back to 
the drawing board for millions of 
Americans who are depending on us. 

It is time for this body to act. The 
situation is not going to go away. It is 
only getting worse every week. If Con-
gress does not act, nearly 5 million 
Americans will be without this lifeline 
by the end of the year. 

I urge the Speaker to walk by my of-
fice and see the faces and read the sto-
ries of the people we have left behind. 
They are living on the edge, and with-
out this critical lifeline, many of them 
lose everything. 

The faces of the unemployed should 
not be invisible. I urge the Speaker to 
bring the Senate bill to the floor before 
it is too late. We deserve a vote. 

HURRICANE SEASON 
PREPARATION 

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, next 
week is June 1, and it marks the begin-
ning of hurricane season. My constitu-
ents and Americans across the country 
in coastal regions are susceptible to 
these devastating storms. Disasters 
can strike at any time, often with lit-
tle warning. It is important to have a 
plan in place. 

Make sure the plan includes a supply 
kit filled with potentially lifesaving 
items like flashlights, radios, and bat-
teries. It is also crucial to follow local 
weather forecasts and heed any emer-
gency warnings during hurricanes or 
other extreme weather. 

Hurricane season is starting. The 
best way to guarantee that you and 
your family are safe, you have to be 
prepared. My Web site, bili-
rakis.house.gov, as well as fema.gov, 
both have important resources avail-
able to you. This year, be sure you are 
ready and safe. 

f 

b 1230 

CONGRESS OWES THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE GUN SAFETY REFORM 

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of 
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New 
York. Mr. Speaker, shame on us. Twen-
ty kids killed in Newtown, Con-
necticut. You can see their faces here. 

Six college kids killed this week in 
Santa Barbara. Guns kill more young 
people in America than cancer, yet we 
can’t pass universal background 
checks, an assault weapons ban, or lim-
its on massacre magazines. 

Shame on us. We even have a gag 
order on any publicly funded health re-
search into gun violence. As Edmund 
Burke said: 

There is no issue that is so controversial 
that it cannot be debated. 

I would add that there is no issue 
that is so controversial that it cannot 
be researched, especially if such re-
search could save lives. 

Congress is failing the American peo-
ple, and it is time to stop. Let’s pass 
the Thompson amendment today. We 
owe it to the families who have lost 
loved ones to gun violence, and we owe 
it to the families whose loved ones 
could be saved by real gun safety re-
forms. 

f 

KENTUCKY NATIONAL MODEL FOR 
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, Ken-
tucky has been a national model for 
the Affordable Care Act. In the first 6 
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