
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES3536 June 10, 2014 
perhaps a few of nine partial ones). And of 
course archival appraisal could now be fo-
cussed functionally on the location of the 
best records in the VISP matrix to document 
the state’s activities with its citizens, be-
cause the state’s functions had finally been 
mapped and understood. 

Though support for VISP waned with 
changing gubernatorial administrations, the 
Vermont State Archives and Records Admin-
istration, through the collaborative work of 
Gregory and his deputy (and now successor) 
Tanya Marshall, used VISP insights to 
model and then encourage state agencies to 
move to a functions-based, multiple-access- 
point, facet-designed file-classification sys-
tem for its records management programs. 

Our Gregory achieved innovative results 
with minimal resources and much imagina-
tion. He is one of those effective facilitators 
working with ‘‘power’’ behind the scenes, as 
well as frequently and openly in the public 
and media, to make things happen. He is not 
just a dreamer and thinker, orator and writ-
er, thorough researcher and master story-
teller, though he does all that with consider-
able aplomb. He is also a roll-up-the-sleeves 
practical archival administrator who builds 
buildings, writes laws, plans and carries out 
ambitious programs, and lobbies effectively 
for his profession with panache and passion. 

But what of ‘‘the sense of wonder’’? While 
the dedication plaque on Gregory’s building 
recognizes his ‘‘devoted service’’ to archives 
and public records, which we trust the fore-
going account justifies, what state formally 
memorializes ‘‘the sense of wonder’’ of any of 
its public servants? Indeed, what government 
anywhere celebrates ‘‘the sense of wonder’’ 
through a building dedication? To under-
stand that, we need to turn from what he did 
for historical archives and managing public 
records to how he did it, to that sense of pa-
nache and passion just mentioned, to ‘‘the 
sense of wonder’’ he so often felt himself and 
shared so effectively with others. 

While the sense of wonder most especially 
describes Gregory’s endless curiosity and vo-
racious reading, to say nothing of his being 
a mountain of a man with a huge improbable 
beard, what made that sense of wonder as 
state archivist so special was his endless 
commitment to inform Vermont citizens 
about the value and relevance of public 
records, but always in the most engaging 
fashion. In this way he passed on to those 
readers his own sense of wonder. 

During Vermont’s bicentennial celebration 
in 1991, for example, Gregory organized a se-
ries of debates to engage Vermont citizens 
around issues of current importance, such as 
the death penalty and term limits. These de-
bates were held in each of the several cities 
that served over time as the state’s capital. 
While Gregory explored current issues, he 
was always able to provide historical con-
text, through stories and examples drawn 
from his deep historical understanding of the 
records. Citizens were empowered to feel at 
the center of their government, working 
through contemporary issues themselves 
with rich historical context to temper and 
inform debate. 

Gregory used his many speaking engage-
ments to offer wry perspectives on record 
and information management. Regularly in-
vited to address freshmen legislators as part 
of their orientation, Gregory once intro-
duced the importance of the ‘‘big picture’’ of 
records management through an analysis of 
the impact of dog urine on trees in New York 
City! Two dogs at one fire hydrant that you 
see at brief glance, is one thing; almost 
seven million gallons of urine squirted annu-
ally on expensive (and now dying) city trees 
is quite another picture. Similarly, one 
shelving bay of records in the corner office is 
one thing; millions of documents across 

scores of agencies, if not well managed in a 
statewide integrated recordskeeping system, 
is quite another. We suspect those legislators 
went home and never quite forgot that 
image, records management, or Gregory. Nor 
would they have forgotten the man who ap-
peared before them, based on a daughter’s 
dare, with his huge beard newly dyed a 
bright fuchsia color! 

But Voices from the Vault was his regular 
forum to demonstrate the relevance of 
records to current debates, but always incor-
porating that special touch of Gregory’s 
humor and his own sense of wonder. Here is 
a fine example from his January 2011 Voices 
from the Vault column that, additionally, 
provides insight into his goal for his col-
umns: 

‘‘Most people, alas, don’t find records/ar-
chival management a particularly titillating 
topic. Therefore I usually start my column 
with some misdirection, attempting to en-
snare readers before they realize they are 
reading about records. This month I appeal 
to the reader’s prurient interests and offer a 
sex column. Female dragonflies, according to 
those who study such things, possess ‘sperm 
storage organs.’ These are special sites 
which incubate sperm, keeping it alive for 
months until the female is ready for fer-
tilization. Male dragonflies, however, are 
only concerned with passing along their own 
genes. To them, the thought of the females 
cheerfully flying about, slowly incubating 
the genes of rivals is not a happy one. So, 
over time, the sexual organ of the male drag-
onfly evolved to include a little scoop. This 
allows the male to empty out the female’s 
storage organ before filling it with his own 
seed. 

‘‘Government is like that. New administra-
tions, secretaries, and commissioners arrive 
in Montpelier and immediately clear out the 
records of the previous occupants. They then 
refill the various storage organs of govern-
ment with records of their own programs and 
initiatives. I confess that the analogy is not 
exact since in many cases those leaving gov-
ernment clean out their own record storage 
units before departing. 

‘‘The news media comment on these transi-
tions often speculating on the legacy of the 
departing administration. This impulse to 
quickly define a particular administration’s 
legacy raises numerous interesting issues, 
notably the tension between continuity and 
change inherent to our democratic system of 
government. In other words, to what degree 
are we documenting the continuities of gov-
ernment and to what degree are we docu-
menting the initiatives and actions of spe-
cific administrations or state officers? Obvi-
ously these are not mutually exclusive ef-
forts, but they require decisions over what 
files should be left in situ for continuity of 
operations; what records should be sent to 
the state archives to ensure long term ac-
cess; and what records can be disposed of 
without violence to statute or administra-
tive need?’’ 

In 2009 Gregory introduced a column deal-
ing with the history of Vermont Special Ses-
sion in the following way: ‘‘Traditional mar-
riage is at risk in Vermont. No, no not that 
one; it appears to be doing fine. I am talking 
about the long standing union between car 
fenders and duct tape. Duct tape is no longer 
good enough to get your car inspected. I am 
currently organizing a Tape Back Vermont 
campaign. I thought of imploring the gov-
ernor to convene a special session of the gen-
eral assembly to address this unprecedented 
attack upon the customs and usage of home 
auto body repair. This required some pre-
liminary investigation on the history of spe-
cial sessions,’’ which Gregory then traces 
from 1777 forward. 

One of Gregory’s 2012 columns was entitled 
‘‘Sexing Chicks and the Appraisal of Public 

Records.’’ The column begins with a brief in-
troduction about how in the 1920s the Japa-
nese discovered ‘‘that by squeezing a day-old 
chick’s intestines it was possible to see 
slight anatomical differences . . . and thus 
males could quickly be culled and feed ex-
penses reduced.’’ After this anatomical les-
son, Gregory admits that though the analogy 
is not precise, ‘‘Sexing chicks is not unlike 
appraising public records. [Archivists] don’t 
want to pay upkeep for records that don’t 
have value. We need ways to recognize the 
variations in public records so we can cor-
rectly determine their ‘‘gender’’ with high 
accuracy. Good records analysts, like good 
chick sexers, handle large volumes, quickly, 
and have sufficient training and experience 
to develop contexts for accurately inter-
preting what they see.’’ 

His gift to inform, amuse, and educate 
while promoting the archives was truly 
amazing. To further appreciate his delightful 
skill in writing about archives and docu-
ments, readers are encouraged to discover 
more of these wonderful columns at http:// 
vermont-archives.org/publications/voice/.2 

That we all who feel the wonder of archives 
could so imaginatively translate that into 
workplace reality as did Gregory, and could 
have such enlightened employers as the 
State of Vermont to recognize the merit of 
‘‘wonder’’ so publicly! 

NOTES 
1 One of the buildings of the Illinois State 

Archives, but not its records center, is 
named for long-time State Archivist and pio-
neering records theorist, Margaret Cross 
Norton. And a new wing of the Alabama De-
partment of History and Archives (the state 
archives) has recently been named for that 
institution’s long-time director, Edwin C. 
Bridges. A few archives may have reading 
rooms or public areas named after famous 
archivists, but these are hard to verify. Ex-
amples (with stories) would, we are sure, be 
welcome for mention in future issues of Ar-
chival Outlook. We thank Teresa Brinati and 
Richard J. Cox for their helpful advice. In 
Canada, one Dominion Archivist (Sir Arthur 
Doughty) has an official historic plaque, and 
even a statue, raised in his honor, and all the 
Dominion and National Archivists are recog-
nized by a sculpture inside LAC’s Gatineau 
Preservation Centre, but none have their 
‘‘own’’ buildings! 

2 Sanford’s final article for this publication 
was printed in the July/August 2012 issue. 
Since then, Sanford’s successor, Tanya Mar-
shall, has continued contributing to the pub-
lication. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE BORINQUENEERS 

Mr. DURBIN. I would like to recog-
nize the remarkable service of the 65th 
Infantry Regiment, also known as the 
Borinqueneers, a unit composed pri-
marily of soldiers from the U.S. terri-
tory of Puerto Rico and recruits from 
other Latino backgrounds. 

Today, President Obama has signed 
into law a bill honoring the 
Borinqueneers with a Congressional 
Gold Medal, the highest civilian honor 
our Nation can bestow. The Gold Medal 
is awarded as a national expression of 
gratitude to men and women who per-
form outstanding acts of service that 
advance the security, prosperity, and 
national interest of the United States 
of America. 

American minorities have a proud 
history of serving their country with 
honor and distinction even in the face 
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of racism and exclusion. As the largest 
and longest standing segregated unit in 
our military’s history, the 65th Infan-
try Regiment is no different. In the 
face of segregation and discrimination, 
the Borinqueneers demonstrated val-
iant service to our Nation. From World 
War I to Korea, the Borinqueneers rep-
resented the United States and Puerto 
Rico proudly. They were often among 
the first into battle and have been the 
recipients of numerous awards and 
commendations. 

The 65th Infantry Regiment was 
originally formed as a battalion of vol-
unteer infantry in Puerto Rico in 1899 
and first saw combat in World War I. 
The unit fired the first shot of the war 
by U.S. regular Armed Forces while de-
fending the harbor of San Juan against 
a ship flying the colors of the Central 
Powers. Members of the Regiment also 
served in World War II and, with par-
ticular distinction, in the Korean war, 
where they earned 10 Distinguished 
Service Crosses, 256 Silver Stars, 606 
Bronze Stars, and 2,771 Purple Hearts 
by war’s end. 

The Borinqueneers now join the 
ranks of the Tuskegee Airmen, the 
Navajo Code Talkers and other distin-
guished minority units who have re-
ceived the prestigious Gold Medal. This 
day is long overdue but well deserved. 

I congratulate the Borinqueneers on 
their honor. These brave men deserve 
recognition befitting their contribu-
tions to our Armed Forces. The unit’s 
story is one of service and honor be-
yond even the usual highest standards 
to which we hold our men and women 
in uniform. 

Of the surviving Borinqueneers I 
would like to recognize and give spe-
cial thanks to those who have made 
their home in Illinois: Diego A. 
Figueroa Reyes, Santiago Perez, David 
Ramirez-Granado, Ramon Rodriguez, 
Juan Vasquez, and Onil G. Velez. I 
commend you and all of the 
Borinqueneers for your steadfast serv-
ice to our country and wish you and 
your families all the best. 

f 

SENIOR SAFETY INITIATIVE 

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the need to protect 
the safety and health of older Ameri-
cans from hazards posed by consumer 
products. Since its inception in 1972, 
the Consumer Product Safety Commis-
sion CPSC has been tasked with pro-
tecting the public from unreasonable 
hazards posed by consumer products. 
Historically, the CPSC has not focused 
explicitly on seniors despite the aging 
population’s vulnerability to these haz-
ards. For example, a 2012 CPSC report 
found that Americans age 65 and older 
are nearly three times more likely to 
suffer a product-related injury that re-
sults in a visit to the emergency room 
than Americans between the ages of 25 
and 64. 

On May 19, 2014, the CPSC introduced 
the Senior Safety Initiative. I com-
mend the CPSC for taking on this im-

portant and timely project. The Senior 
Safety Initiative aims to reduce both 
the incidences of product-related 
deaths, nearly 65 percent of which are 
suffered by seniors and the estimated 5 
million injuries suffered by older 
adults. This initiative includes the cre-
ation of a mechanical and senior haz-
ards team to monitor hazards associ-
ated with products intended for sen-
iors, publication of a hazard screening 
report focused exclusively on seniors, 
and continues the CPSC’s partnership 
with other agencies to reduce the death 
and injury associated with consumer 
products. In addition, the CPSC will 
join the Federal Interagency Forum on 
Aging-Related Statistics to work with 
other Federal agencies to improve the 
availability of aging-related data. 

In particular, the initiative aims to 
reduce hazards associated with adult 
portable bed rails. Between 2003 and 
2012, the CPSC received reports of 174 
deaths, 80 percent of which involved 
seniors over age 60, and nearly 110,000 
medically attended injuries involving 
adult portable bed rails. The collective 
costs associated with these injuries to-
taled around $250 million annually. The 
CPSC recently partnered with manu-
facturers, the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, and the voluntary standards 
community to develop the first-ever 
standard for adult portable bed rails. 
As the senior Senator of the State with 
the largest proportion of people above 
the age of 65, I welcome the CPSC’s ef-
forts to reduce injuries and deaths in-
volving consumer products, particu-
larly adult portable bed rails. 

Last month, in conjunction with the 
publication of the Senior Safety Initia-
tive, the CPSC participated in Older 
Americans Month by partnering with 
the Administration for Community 
Living and other participating organi-
zations to promote educational re-
sources for seniors and their families 
about preventing hazards associated 
with household products often used by 
seniors and their caregivers. 

As chairman of the Senate Special 
Committee on Aging, I know how im-
portant it is to protect the well-being 
of older Americans from unreasonable 
risks in their retirement years. As our 
aging population grows exponentially 
over the coming decades, it is impera-
tive that we support initiatives like 
the CPSC’s to enhance the safety, inde-
pendence, and well-being of our older 
Americans. 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

Mr. KAINE. Mr President, during to-
day’s session of the Senate, six rollcall 
votes were taken. I was necessarily ab-
sent and missed five of these votes, due 
to attending funeral services in Rich-
mond for Ray Boone. 

While I missed votes on the confirma-
tion of Leo T. Sorokin, of Massachu-
setts, to be United States District 
Judge for the District of Massachusetts 
and Richard Franklin Boulware II, of 
Nevada, to be United States District 

Judge for the District of Nevada, I did 
vote to invoke cloture on these two 
nominees on Monday, June 9, 2014. 

I also missed three cloture votes on 
nominations for the Federal Reserve: 
Lael Brainard, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be a Member of the Board of 
Governors of the Federal Reserve Sys-
tem; Jerome H. Powell, of Maryland, to 
be a Member of the Board of Governors 
of the Federal Reserve System; and 
Stanley Fischer, of New York, to be 
Vice Chairman of the Board of Gov-
ernors. However, I do intend to vote to 
confirm these three Fed nominees on 
Thursday, June 12, 2014. 

f 

WORLD WAR II VETERANS VISIT 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Presi-
dent, today I wish to pay tribute to the 
outstanding military service of a group 
of incredible Coloradans. At a critical 
time in our Nation’s history, these vet-
erans each played a role in defending 
the world from tyranny, truly earning 
their reputation as guardians of peace 
and democracy through their service 
and sacrifice. Now, thanks to Honor 
Flight, these combat veterans came to 
Washington, DC, to visit the national 
memorials built to honor those who 
served and those who fell. They have 
also come to share their experiences 
with later generations and to pay trib-
ute to those who gave their lives. I am 
proud to welcome them here, and I join 
with all Coloradans in thanking them 
for all they have done for us. 

I also want to thank the volunteers 
from Honor Flight of Southern Colo-
rado who made this trip possible. These 
volunteers are great Coloradans in 
their own right, and their mission to 
bring our veterans to Washington, DC, 
is truly commendable. 

I wish to publicly recognize the vet-
erans who visited our Nation’s capital, 
many seeing for the first time the me-
morials built as a tribute to their self-
less service. Today, I honor these Colo-
rado veterans on their visit to Wash-
ington, DC, and I join them in paying 
tribute to those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice in defense of liberty. 

These veterans from World War II in-
clude Charles Barnett, James Hubbard, 
John Lee, Donald Joiner, John Cotton, 
Anthon Aragon, Sedley Hall, Fred 
Radestock, Carl Davidson, Clarence 
Norris, Gordon Ashwood, Gerald 
McCann, Charles Tomsick, Timothy 
Churchill, John Ross, Richard Gottlieb, 
Gene Noel, Clifford Hibpshman, Eldon 
Price, Lester McLaughlin, Samuel Ste-
phens, Albert Cordova, and Barlow 
Westcott. 

Our Nation asked a great deal of 
these individuals—to leave their fami-
lies to fight in unknown lands and put 
their lives on the line. Each one of 
these brave Coloradans bravely an-
swered the call. They served our coun-
try with courage, and in return, let us 
ensure they are shown the honor and 
appreciation they deserve. Please join 
me in thanking these Colorado vet-
erans and the volunteers of Honor 
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