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of racism and exclusion. As the largest
and longest standing segregated unit in
our military’s history, the 65th Infan-
try Regiment is no different. In the
face of segregation and discrimination,
the Borinqueneers demonstrated val-
iant service to our Nation. From World
War I to Korea, the Borinqueneers rep-
resented the United States and Puerto
Rico proudly. They were often among
the first into battle and have been the
recipients of numerous awards and
commendations.

The 65th Infantry Regiment was
originally formed as a battalion of vol-
unteer infantry in Puerto Rico in 1899
and first saw combat in World War 1.
The unit fired the first shot of the war
by U.S. regular Armed Forces while de-
fending the harbor of San Juan against
a ship flying the colors of the Central
Powers. Members of the Regiment also
served in World War II and, with par-
ticular distinction, in the Korean war,
where they earned 10 Distinguished
Service Crosses, 2566 Silver Stars, 606
Bronze Stars, and 2,771 Purple Hearts
by war’s end.

The Borinqueneers now join the
ranks of the Tuskegee Airmen, the
Navajo Code Talkers and other distin-
guished minority units who have re-
ceived the prestigious Gold Medal. This
day is long overdue but well deserved.

I congratulate the Borinqueneers on
their honor. These brave men deserve
recognition befitting their contribu-
tions to our Armed Forces. The unit’s
story is one of service and honor be-
yond even the usual highest standards
to which we hold our men and women
in uniform.

Of the surviving Borinqueneers I
would like to recognize and give spe-
cial thanks to those who have made
their home in Illinois: Diego A.
Figueroa Reyes, Santiago Perez, David
Ramirez-Granado, Ramon Rodriguez,
Juan Vasquez, and Onil G. Velez. I
commend you and all of the
Borinqueneers for your steadfast serv-
ice to our country and wish you and
your families all the best.

——
SENIOR SAFETY INITIATIVE

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the need to protect
the safety and health of older Ameri-
cans from hazards posed by consumer
products. Since its inception in 1972,
the Consumer Product Safety Commis-
sion CPSC has been tasked with pro-
tecting the public from unreasonable
hazards posed by consumer products.
Historically, the CPSC has not focused
explicitly on seniors despite the aging
population’s vulnerability to these haz-
ards. For example, a 2012 CPSC report
found that Americans age 65 and older
are nearly three times more likely to
suffer a product-related injury that re-
sults in a visit to the emergency room
than Americans between the ages of 256
and 64.

On May 19, 2014, the CPSC introduced
the Senior Safety Initiative. I com-
mend the CPSC for taking on this im-
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portant and timely project. The Senior
Safety Initiative aims to reduce both
the incidences of ©product-related
deaths, nearly 65 percent of which are
suffered by seniors and the estimated 5
million injuries suffered by older
adults. This initiative includes the cre-
ation of a mechanical and senior haz-
ards team to monitor hazards associ-
ated with products intended for sen-
iors, publication of a hazard screening
report focused exclusively on seniors,
and continues the CPSC’s partnership
with other agencies to reduce the death
and injury associated with consumer
products. In addition, the CPSC will
join the Federal Interagency Forum on
Aging-Related Statistics to work with
other Federal agencies to improve the
availability of aging-related data.

In particular, the initiative aims to
reduce hazards associated with adult
portable bed rails. Between 2003 and
2012, the CPSC received reports of 174
deaths, 80 percent of which involved
seniors over age 60, and nearly 110,000
medically attended injuries involving
adult portable bed rails. The collective
costs associated with these injuries to-
taled around $250 million annually. The
CPSC recently partnered with manu-
facturers, the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, and the voluntary standards
community to develop the first-ever
standard for adult portable bed rails.
As the senior Senator of the State with
the largest proportion of people above
the age of 65, I welcome the CPSC’s ef-
forts to reduce injuries and deaths in-
volving consumer products, particu-
larly adult portable bed rails.

Last month, in conjunction with the
publication of the Senior Safety Initia-
tive, the CPSC participated in Older
Americans Month by partnering with
the Administration for Community
Living and other participating organi-
zations to promote educational re-
sources for seniors and their families
about preventing hazards associated
with household products often used by
seniors and their caregivers.

As chairman of the Senate Special
Committee on Aging, I know how im-
portant it is to protect the well-being
of older Americans from unreasonable
risks in their retirement years. As our
aging population grows exponentially
over the coming decades, it is impera-
tive that we support initiatives like
the CPSC’s to enhance the safety, inde-
pendence, and well-being of our older
Americans.

———
VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. KAINE. Mr President, during to-
day’s session of the Senate, six rollcall
votes were taken. I was necessarily ab-
sent and missed five of these votes, due
to attending funeral services in Rich-
mond for Ray Boone.

While I missed votes on the confirma-
tion of Leo T. Sorokin, of Massachu-
setts, to be United States District
Judge for the District of Massachusetts
and Richard Franklin Boulware II, of
Nevada, to be United States District
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Judge for the District of Nevada, I did
vote to invoke cloture on these two
nominees on Monday, June 9, 2014.

I also missed three cloture votes on
nominations for the Federal Reserve:
Lael Brainard, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be a Member of the Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve Sys-
tem; Jerome H. Powell, of Maryland, to
be a Member of the Board of Governors
of the Federal Reserve System; and
Stanley Fischer, of New York, to be
Vice Chairman of the Board of Gov-
ernors. However, I do intend to vote to
confirm these three Fed nominees on
Thursday, June 12, 2014.

———
WORLD WAR II VETERANS VISIT

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Presi-
dent, today I wish to pay tribute to the
outstanding military service of a group
of incredible Coloradans. At a critical
time in our Nation’s history, these vet-
erans each played a role in defending
the world from tyranny, truly earning
their reputation as guardians of peace
and democracy through their service
and sacrifice. Now, thanks to Honor
Flight, these combat veterans came to
Washington, DC, to visit the national
memorials built to honor those who
served and those who fell. They have
also come to share their experiences
with later generations and to pay trib-
ute to those who gave their lives. I am
proud to welcome them here, and I join
with all Coloradans in thanking them
for all they have done for us.

I also want to thank the volunteers
from Honor Flight of Southern Colo-
rado who made this trip possible. These
volunteers are great Coloradans in
their own right, and their mission to
bring our veterans to Washington, DC,
is truly commendable.

I wish to publicly recognize the vet-
erans who visited our Nation’s capital,
many seeing for the first time the me-
morials built as a tribute to their self-
less service. Today, I honor these Colo-
rado veterans on their visit to Wash-
ington, DC, and I join them in paying
tribute to those who made the ultimate
sacrifice in defense of liberty.

These veterans from World War II in-
clude Charles Barnett, James Hubbard,
John Lee, Donald Joiner, John Cotton,

Anthon Aragon, Sedley Hall, Fred
Radestock, Carl Davidson, Clarence
Norris, Gordon  Ashwood, Gerald

McCann, Charles Tomsick, Timothy
Churchill, John Ross, Richard Gottlieb,
Gene Noel, Clifford Hibpshman, Eldon
Price, Lester McLaughlin, Samuel Ste-
phens, Albert Cordova, and Barlow
Westcott.

Our Nation asked a great deal of
these individuals—to leave their fami-
lies to fight in unknown lands and put
their lives on the line. Each one of
these brave Coloradans bravely an-
swered the call. They served our coun-
try with courage, and in return, let us
ensure they are shown the honor and
appreciation they deserve. Please join
me in thanking these Colorado vet-
erans and the volunteers of Honor
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