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down. Lives are depending on it. We 
cannot wish this away, and denial is 
not a treatment. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
this effort by cosponsoring H.R. 3717, 
the Helping Families in Mental Health 
Crisis Act. Please help, because where 
there is no help, there is no hope. 

f 

TAKE ACTION AND VOTE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. LARSON) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. 
Speaker, yesterday the House of Rep-
resentatives stood in solidarity and si-
lence as we once again rose to acknowl-
edge another death, another shooting, 
another loss of life again at one of our 
schools. We rose out of respect for the 
victims and their families, as we have 
done repeatedly. 

On average, there has been a shoot-
ing in a school a week. The American 
people are outraged. They no longer 
want Congress’ silence. They want to 
hear Congress’ voice. 

In America, the most important 
thing that we can do is vote; the most 
patriotic thing that we can do is vote. 
But in this Chamber, we have yet to 
take up simple legislation on back-
ground checks. 

Now, let me be very specific about 
that. 

PAT TOOMEY, JOE MANCHIN, two of 
the most conservative Senators in the 
United States Congress, put together a 
very narrowly constructed compromise 
that called for universal background 
checks to keep guns out of the hands of 
criminals and the mentally ill. 

This is not complicated. It is sup-
ported by 92 percent of the American 
people and 76 percent of the NRA. JOHN 
BOEHNER, ERIC CANTOR, KEVIN MCCAR-
THY, CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS are 
honorable people. They know what the 
right thing to do is. And the right 
thing here, whatever side you come 
down on this issue, is to give the people 
in the people’s House a vote. 

How many more times are we going 
to hear the pleas from parents who are 
crying out for Congress to take action? 
In a body where many people pride 
themselves on the right to life, why 
will we not rise to do everything to 
protect our schoolchildren? 

When I was growing up, we used to 
have drills because we were fearful of 
nuclear annihilation by Russia. Today 
our schools go through routine 
lockdown drills for fear of our own citi-
zens. 

Congress has got to act or Congress, 
as I have said before on this floor, is 
duplicitous in every single tragedy 
that takes place, duplicitous because of 
its inaction. It is the morally right 
thing to do to cast a vote. 

However you feel on this issue, and 
there are strong feelings about it, but 
the American people, and clearly the 
families of these victims, need to know 
that minimally their democracy was 

willing not to stand in silence and in 
remorse, as important as that was and 
is, but to take action and vote. 

f 

U.S.-SERBIA ALLIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, since 
our founding, Americans have always 
had to fight for the liberty and freedom 
that we have. Throughout our history, 
we have had allies from other parts of 
the world on our side ready to help us, 
and we have been ready to help them 
stand together for freedom over tyr-
anny. 

Today, I want to commemorate one 
of our most important allies: the peo-
ple of Serbia. For more than 130 years, 
we have had a close relationship with 
the Serbian people. 

I have on my staff here in Wash-
ington a Serbian American, Blair 
Bjellos, who is my victim’s advocate. 
When I was in Texas as a judge, my 
chief of staff, Elaine Dudich Stolte, 
who now runs the best children’s as-
sessment center in the world, worked 
for me. Both are of Serbian descent. 

Our friendship with the Serbians is 
based on our shared belief in democ-
racy and standing up for liberty. Dur-
ing both World War I and World War II, 
our two countries fought on the same 
battlefield and our people shared and 
shed blood together. Because of that 
brotherhood, we have a special rela-
tionship. 

During World War I, Austria-Hun-
gary tried to pick a fight with Serbia, 
through the July Ultimatum. Of 
course, the Ultimatum wasn’t a deal at 
all, and it was purposely unacceptable 
and meant to provoke a war with the 
two nations. Despite being 10 times 
smaller than Austria-Hungary, Serbia, 
an independent, freedom-loving nation, 
refused to back down to the aggressor. 
Like a true David versus Goliath, the 
Serbian people fought valiantly with us 
against the central powers in World 
War I. In the end, 25 percent of the Ser-
bian population was killed during that 
war. 

Despite the toll World War I took on 
Serbia, when World War II started, 
they were allies again. There are nu-
merous accounts of bravery that the 
Serbs conducted during World War II, 
and a lot of that was not known to the 
world until recently. I just want to 
talk about one of those. 

Perhaps the most inspiring report of 
bravery and brotherhood was shown 
during the Halyard Mission, when Ser-
bian General Draza Mihailovich and 
Serbian American George Vujnovich 
led a mission to save American pilots 
that had been shot down by Nazi planes 
behind the lines in Serbia. 

In 1944, hundreds of B–17 and B–24 
fighter pilots and their crews were shot 
down by the Nazi Luftwaffe over what 
we now know as Serbia. General 
Mihailovich immediately began finding 
those pilots and members of the crew 

and hid them in barns and farmhouses 
throughout Serbia, wherever he could 
find them shelter. He and his men and 
local Serbian civilians hid our troops. 
They risked their lives in doing so, and 
many of them later paid the con-
sequences when the Nazis found out 
about it. 

When Mihailovich radioed Wash-
ington to alert them of his actions, 
here in the United States, Vujnovich, 
an OSS agent of Serbian descent, found 
out and planned a daring rescue mis-
sion. Vujnovich would train Allied 
Forces on how to act like Serbs and 
sneak them into Nazi territory to save 
the downed pilots and their crews. 
Once in, they would help guide U.S. 
planes into the country to pick up the 
downed pilots. 

With the help of local Serbs, the un-
dercover U.S. soldiers and General 
Mihailovich built a makeshift runway 
in just 9 days. They had no sophisti-
cated tools or machinery. They just 
used oxen, wagons, brute strength, and 
the tools that they could find. Over the 
next 6 months, Allied planes flew right 
under Nazi noses to land on that crude 
airstrip. 

I was most fortunate to have known 
one of those brave men. Serbian George 
Dudich was among those who risked 
his life to save those American downed 
pilots. When Mr. Dudich and his family 
later came to the United States after 
Communist Tito took over, he took 
time to find many of those downed pi-
lots and crew members to meet with 
them once again. In total, the Halyard 
Mission saved 512 U.S. airmen. Not one 
American was lost, although many 
Serbs died in those rescues. Unfortu-
nately, the United States took the 
wrong side after the war and we sup-
ported Tito, a communist, rather than 
Mihailovich, to lead Serbia. 

We did not recognize Mihailovich’s 
deeds until recently, and now he has 
been awarded the Legion of Merit; and 
Vujnovich, at 95 years old, received a 
Bronze Star from the United States. 

Many Americans and many American 
Serbs served together then, and I want 
to congratulate the relationship and 
commemorate the relationship be-
tween the United States and Serbia 
during the wars and the relationship 
the two countries have today. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 43 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 
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