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Cornyn Johnson (SD) Reed
Donnelly Kaine Reid
Durbin King Rockefeller
Feinstein Kirk Rubio
Fischer Klobuchar Sanders
Franken Landrieu Schatz
Gillibrand Leahy Schumer
Grassley Levin Shaheen
Hagan Manchin Stabenow
Harkin Markey Tester
Hatch McCain Toomey
Heinrich McConnell Udall (CO)
Heitkamp Menendez Udall (NM)
Heller Mikulski Vitter
Hirono Murkowski Walsh
Hoeven Murphy Warner
Inhofe Murray Warren
Isakson Nelson Whitehouse
Johanns Pryor Wyden
NAYS—19

Barrasso Enzi Roberts
Blunt Flake Sessions
Coats Johnson (WI) Shelby
Coburn Lee Thune
Corker Paul Wicker
Crapo Portman
Cruz Risch

NOT VOTING—6
Cochran McCaskill Moran
Graham Merkley Scott

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote the yeas are 75, the nays are 19.

Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn having voted in the af-
firmative, the motion is agreed to. The
point of order falls.

The amendment was ordered to be
engrossed and the bill to be read a
third time.

The bill was read the third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the bill having been
read the third time, the question is,
Shall it pass?

Mr. PORTMAN. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Missouri (Mrs. McCAS-
KILL) and the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) are necessarily absent.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN) and the
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN).

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BLUMENTHAL). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 93,
nays 3, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 187 Leg.]

YEAS—93
Alexander Collins Heller
Ayotte Coons Hirono
Baldwin Cornyn Hoeven
Barrasso Crapo Inhofe
Begich Cruz Isakson
Bennet Donnelly Johanns
Blumenthal Durbin Johnson (SD)
Blunt Enzi Kaine
Booker Feinstein King
Boozman Fischer Kirk
Boxer Flake Klobuchar
Brown Franken Landrieu
Burr Gillibrand Leahy
Cantwell Graham Lee
Cardin Grassley Levin
Carper Hagan Manchin
Casey Harkin Markey
Chambliss Hatch McCain
Coats Heinrich McConnell
Coburn Heitkamp Menendez
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Mikulski Roberts Thune
Murkowski Rockefeller Toomey
Murphy Rubio Udall (CO)
Murray Sanders Udall (NM)
Nelson Schatz Vitter
Paul Schumer Walsh
Portman Scott Warner
Pryor Shaheen Warren
Reed Shelby Whitehouse
Reid Stabenow Wicker
Risch Tester Wyden
NAYS—3
Corker Johnson (WI) Sessions
NOT VOTING—4
Cochran Merkley
McCaskill Moran
The bill (H.R. 3230), as amended, was
passed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Montana.

Mr. TESTER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the title amendment to H.R.
3230, which is at the desk, be agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. INHOFE. Reserving the right to
object, let me inquire of the Senator if
it is his intent to speak on that to-
night.

Mr. TESTER. In a moment I am
going to ask unanimous consent to go
into morning business, and I am going
to speak on the veterans bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan.

Mr. LEVIN. If the Senator from Mon-
tana would yield for a question, is
there any kind of order established re-
garding whom would be recognized at
this point?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is
not.

Mr. LEVIN. The Senator from OKla-
homa and I thought we would be recog-
nized 1 hour ago. We understood the ex-
igency that there would be some delay.

If we could establish an order—appar-
ently Senator GRASSLEY is waiting to
be recognized as well.

May I ask the Senator from Montana
how long he would be speaking? Would
it be in order?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Montana.

Mr. TESTER. How long am I speak-
ing?

Mr. LEVIN. Yes.

Mr. TESTER. About 7 minutes.

Through the Chair to the Senator
from Michigan, it was my under-
standing that I was going to speak, the
Senator would have his colloquy with
Senator INHOFE, and then Senator
GRASSLEY would speak.

Mr. LEVIN. I thank the Senator.

Mr. GRASSLEY. May I ask the Sen-
ator a question.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. How much time is
the colloquy going to take?

Mr. LEVIN. I would say about 7 or 8
minutes.

Mr. INHOFE. I think I had the floor,
and I was objecting to the UC.

Let me just share that we would—we
could—do ours probably in about 12
minutes, and then we could have more
time tomorrow, if that would work out.

S3593

I withdraw my objection.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 3237) was agreed
to, as follows:

Amend the title so as to read:

“T'o improve the access of veterans to med-
ical services from the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and for other purposes.”’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Montana.

——
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. TESTER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each, with the time pre-
viously agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Montana.

VETERANS HEALTH CARE

Mr. TESTER. I rise to speak about
the care this Nation provides to vet-
erans—care that they have earned, the
care that we owe them, the care that
we promised them, and the care that
we should never stop working to im-
prove.

I joined the Senate Veterans’ Affairs
Committee when I came to the Senate
in January of 2007. Soon thereafter I
launched a listening tour around the
great State of Montana to hear what
veterans thought about the health care
they receive.

Montana has the second-most vet-
erans per capita. We serve our country
at some of the highest rates in the Na-
tion. We are home to a large Native-
American population that serves more
often than any other minority in this
country.

In 2007, the surge in Iraq was in full
swing. Veterans had many concerns on
their minds. But in rural Montana I
heard over and over from the veterans
about how the mileage reimbursement
that disabled veterans receive to see
their doctor at the VA was far too low.
In fact, it was at 11 cents a mile, hard-
ly enough to even pay for the gas,
much less the tires, the oil, and the
automobile itself.

That number matters in a State
where folks have to drive a couple hun-
dred miles across the State to see their
doctor.

So when I came back to Washington
I worked with then-Senator Byrd to
raise that reimbursement rate for the
first time in decades. Now more vet-
erans can afford to see their doctor,
and that is how a representative of
government should work—identify a
problem, write a bill to fix it, work
with colleagues, hear their concerns,
and pass a solution into law. That is
what we have done here today.

Today’s bill is a good bill that gets at
some of the VA’s most pressing prob-
lems. Today’s bill addresses many of
the transparency, accountability, and
access-to-care issues that are plaguing
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