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deaths in attacks on election day, and a quick
certification of results in order to set the stage
for a runoff election, but more work remains to
be done.

Votes from 331 polling stations were invali-
dated and removed from the final tabulations.
Reports of voter and election monitor intimida-
tion persist. Reports of attempts to bribe elec-
tion monitors have occurred. Reports of SMS
and texting capabilities being suspended on
election day exist. Concerns remain about the
lack of transparency and activities of the Af-
ghan Independent Election Commission and
the Electoral Complaints Commission. Seven-
teen members of the Afghan National Security
Forces were killed in attacks on election day.
And female voter participation and protection
remains at a level below what Afghan males
enjoy.

In light of these issues, House Resolution
600 commends the Government of Afghani-
stan for holding the first round of elections and
scheduling a second; expresses support for a
credible, inclusive, and transparent runoff elec-
tion; supports the mandate of Afghan electoral
bodies to prevent voter fraud and misconduct;
encourages the Government of Afghanistan to
implement measures that will increase voter
participation, particularly among Afghan fe-
males; and urges the security force to con-
tinue to provide protection to vulnerable areas
of the country during the election period, as
well as recognizing the sacrifices of those
forces that have contributed and will continue
to contribute to the security and stability of Af-
ghanistan.

This is an exciting time for Afghanistan, Mr.
Speaker, and this election is an important one.
American forces have been in Afghanistan
now for a decade, and most of them are now
coming home. This election will be crucial in
proving to the world that Afghanistan is ready
again to chart its own course and to provide
its own security.

| wish the Afghan people well in this en-
deavor.

———
NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND
SPACE ADMINISTRATION AU-

THORIZATION ACT OF 2014

SPEECH OF

HON. BILL POSEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 9, 2014

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, | support H.R.
4412, the NASA Authorization Act of 2014,
which was approved by the House Committee
on Science, Space, and Technology with
unanimous bipartisan support.

The bill reaffirms Congress’s commitment to
space exploration, both human and robotic,
and the bill makes clear that human
spaceflight to Mars is NASA’s primary goal.
Taking into account the unfortunate—but real-
istic—budget constraints on NASA, the legisla-
tion affirms a stepping stone approach to ex-
ploration in a go-as-you-can-afford-to-pay
manner by requiring an exploration roadmap.

| believe a sustained presence on the Moon
would be an indispensable part of such a
roadmap to Mars, and | introduced bipartisan
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NASA authorization legislation last year to ac-
complish this. | would expect a realistic road-
map to Mars to include lunar exploration, and
should this roadmap approach become law |
look forward to future discussions with NASA
on meaningful missions that will get us to
Mars.

The legislation continues the consistent
guidance Congress has given to NASA for the
development of the Space Launch System
and the Orion Crew Vehicle to move forward
with serious human exploration of space. Con-
currently, the bill supports a robust commercial
crew effort to restore American access to low
earth orbit and the International Space Station.
Considering certain geopolitical events in the
news, it is paramount to ensure that we can
launch American astronauts on American
rockets from American soil as soon as pos-
sible.

Finally, | would like to thank Chairman
SMITH for working with me on bill language to
improve security for NASA’s information, tech-
nology and operations. NASA facilities, per-
sonnel, technologies, and information are
highly regarded and of great interest to the
world. That interest extends to some coun-
tries, governments, organizations, and individ-
uals whose intent is to compromise those fa-
cilities, co-opt the personnel, and steal those
technologies and information. The bill includes
language to help mitigate this threat.

———

HONORING  MR. MATTHEW  A.
MAYEAUX AS A MEMBER OF THE
UNITED STATES MILITARY
ACADEMY CLASS OF 2014

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 12, 2014

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to recognize Mr. Matthew
A. Mayeaux as a member of the United States
Military Academy Class of 2014.

Matthew graduated from the U.S. Military
Academy with a degree in Human Geography
and he received a commission as a Second
Lieutenant in the United States Army on May
28, 2014.

His career in the service has just begun, but
it is a testament to Matthew’s unselfish devo-
tion to the people of this great nation. The
challenges will be many and the time, al-
though it may seem like an eternity, will fly by
almost unnoticed.

The challenge for this young man will be to
retain as much as possible, pass what he
learns to others, and live life for every mo-
ment.

South Mississippi is proud of Matthew and
his accomplishments, and we look forward to
his continuing to represent not only Mis-
sissippi, but the entire nation, as a United
States Army officer.

As Matthew embarks on a new chapter in
life, it is my hope that he may always recall
with a deep sense of pride and accomplish-
ment graduating from a program as pres-
tigious as the Military Academy.

| would like to send Matthew my best wish-
es for continued success in his future endeav-
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ors, thank him for his service, and congratu-
late him on this momentous occasion.

——————

AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-

ISTRATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIAITONS
ACT, 2015

SPEECH OF

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 11, 2014

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4800) making ap-
propriations for Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment, Food and Drug Administration. and
Related Agencies programs for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2015, and for other
purposes:

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Chair, | rise today in opposition of the pro-
posed language that provides schools with
waivers for meeting school meal standards. As
the House considers the Agriculture, Rural De-
velopment, Food and Drug Administration and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act for Fiscal
Year 2015, | press my colleagues to support
an amendment striking this waiver from the
bill.

Congress has made great progress in im-
proving the health of our nation’s students.
Since the passage of the Healthy, Hunger-
Free Kids Act of 2010 school lunches and
breakfasts have become healthier.

In my District's Gahr High School, Food
Service Cafeteria Manager, Linda Harbin,
notes that the menu at Gahr High School and
other schools in the ABC Unified School Dis-
trict changed drastically since the new school
food guidelines began implementation. On av-
erage, Gahr High School serves 450 meals for
lunch and before the new meal requirements
they were only serving about 250 meals. Har-
bin meets monthly with about 100 other school
food service workers in my District, and is
hearing they are having similar experiences
with increases in meals being purchased and
decreases in “plate waste”. Requiring school
meal standards is working.

Students are currently served lower calorie
meals with more fruits, vegetables and whole
grains, helping reduce their risk for obesity,
type 2 diabetes and other chronic diseases.
For many children, the meals they eat in
school are the most nutritious meals they eat
all week. With increasing rates of childhood
poverty and obesity, coupled with a difficult
economy and rising food costs, many families
cannot afford more nutritious foods and rely
on school meals as a quality source of nutri-
tion for their children.

We cannot waiver our support for improving
the health of our students.

As the House considers the Agriculture,
Rural Development, Food and Drug Adminis-
tration and Related Agencies Appropriations
Act for Fiscal Year 2015, | ask that my col-
leagues join me in opposing language that
provides schools with waivers for meeting
school meal standards. Let’'s work together to
keep our kids healthy.
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EARLY CHILDHOOD LEARNING
CENTER OF CHATHAM 25TH AN-
NIVERSARY

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 12, 2014

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to take the time to congratulate the
Early Childhood Learning Center in Chatham
for its 25 years of service.

The ECLC is an accredited, non-profit orga-
nization that strives to educate students ages
5 to 21 with moderate to severe learning and/
or language disabilities.

In 1970, a group of devoted parents formed
the ECLC of New Jersey as a means of pro-
viding early intervention services to pre-school
children. By 1983 the ECLC expanded its
services to offer classes for children up to age
16. Today the ECLC accepts over 700 stu-
dents in New Jersey. The Chatham Campus
alone educates over 220 students; plus 26
adult clients in enrichment classes. This orga-
nization has come a long way from its small
six-student pre-school.

The success of this organization can be at-
tributed to its innovative and extensive pro-
grams. ECLC takes a unique approach to edu-
cation by promoting self-sufficiency and suc-
cess. The pre-vocational program called SKIL
(Seeking Knowledge for Independent Living)
teaches appropriate work-related behaviors
and places students in volunteer jobs in the
community. Students have the opportunity to
participate in after-school activities, such as
bowling, sleepovers, and dinner and a movie,
where they can have fun with friends, instead
of watching from the sidelines. Because of the
small classroom sizes, the students receive
the attention they need. The student-teacher
ratio at the schools is 4:1 with the maximum
number of 12 students per class. As a result
of this intimate environment, the students feel
comfortable to learn and explore.

Graduates of the ECLC participate in Alumni
Activities, which give them a chance to get to-
gether with old friends by participating in
dances, bingo, or movie night. The relation-
ships made at the ECLC do not end once the
students graduate, and the ECLC seeks to
promote these bonds. In addition to Alumni
Activities, Community Personnel Services,
helps graduates find jobs in their home com-
munities and coaches them to success.
Evening Adult Enrichment classes are offered
to alumni to further their education in subjects,
such as computers, cooking, painting, reading,
and banking, so they can continue their path
of learning for an independent future.

The men and women at the ECLC of Chat-
ham deserve both recognition and praise.
Without these hard working and dedicated in-
dividuals, the ECLC would not be as success-
ful as it is today. They help our fellow citizens
become independent and educated despite
mental challenges. For 25 years, these com-
mitted individuals have worked both in the
classroom and behind the scenes to ensure
that their students lead happy and meaningful
lives. The Foundation raises money with their
annual fund-raising events, which include gala
dinners organized by staff and parents; a sum-
mer golf outing; and the Chatham Jaycees
“Fishawack” 4-mile run. The enthusiasm and
dedication of the ECLC teachers and staff en-
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sure the future success of this important orga-
nization.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my colleagues
to join me in congratulating the Early Child-
hood Learning Center in Chatham as it cele-
brates its 25th Anniversary.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JOHN K. DELANEY

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 12, 2014

Mr. DELANEY. Mr. Speaker, on June 10th,
2014, | was unable to cast votes for the fol-
lowing amendments:

Denham Amendment, rollcall vote 288. Had
| been present, | would have voted “no.”

Blackburn Amendment, rollcall vote 289.
Had | been present, | would have voted “no.”

Schock Amendment, rollcall vote 290. Had |
been present, | would have voted “no.”

Gosar Amendment No. 1, rollcall vote 291.
Had | been present, | would have voted “no.”

Gosar Amendment No. 2, rollcall vote 292.
Had | been present, | would have voted “no.”

Schiff Amendment, rollcall vote 293. Had |
been present, | would have voted “yes.”

Sessions Amendment, rollcall vote 294. Had
| been present, | would have voted “no.”

Gingrey Amendment, rollcall vote 295. Had
| been present, | would have voted “no.”

| was also unable to cast votes for the fol-
lowing:

Democratic Motion to Recommit. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yes.”

Final Passage of H.R. 4745, Transportation,
Housing and Urban Development, and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2015. Had |
been present, | would have voted “no.”

———

RECOGNIZING THE
CONTRIBUTIONS OF GINA DUNCAN

HON. ALAN GRAYSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 12, 2014

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and
Transgender (LGBT) Pride Month, to recog-
nize Gina Duncan. She was born into a large
family in Cookeville, Tennessee on October
24, 1955. Gina was originally named Greg
Pingston at birth by his parents, Edward and
Rae Pingston. Along with his two brothers and
two sisters, he lived in 12 states and Europe
before the family settled in Merritt Island, Flor-
ida in 1964.

At an early age, “Greg” excelled in sports
and leadership. At Merritt Island High School
in 1973, “Greg” was class president as well
as the captain and middle linebacker of an
undefeated state championship high school
football team. His senior year, he was named
to the Florida All-State Team. “Greg” received
a football scholarship to East Carolina Univer-
sity and started as strong safety under Head
Coach, Pat Dye. While at East Carolina,
“Greg” was also elected Student Government
Vice President, becoming the first non-frater-
nity/sorority elected officer.

In 1977, “Greg” returned to Central Florida
to start a family and his career in mortgage
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banking. He was named Central Florida Area
Manager for Wells Fargo and Company in
1997, and was promoted to Regional Manager
for the firm in 2006, overseeing 26 branches,
250 employees and a multi-million dollar budg-
et. During that time, “Greg” served on the
Board of Directors of the Mid-Florida Home
Builders Association and as President of the
Mortgage Bankers Association of Central Flor-
ida.

After a lifelong struggle with gender identity
disorder, in 2007, Greg Pingston transitioned
to her authentic self, Gina Leigh Duncan.

Since her gender transition, Ms. Duncan
has been a visible and articulate advocate for
the gay, lesbian, bi-sexual and transgender
communities. Gina was the first transgender
president of a major chamber of commerce in
the country, being elected to head the Metro-
politan Business Association in 2010. Gina
also served on the National Business Council
of the Human Rights Campaign and on the
Central Florida Steering Committee of Equality
Florida.

In 2012, Ms. Duncan retired from mortgage
banking and ran for public office. Garnering
over 40% of the vote in an unsuccessful bid
for the office of Orange County Commissioner,
she was the first openly transgender candidate
to run for office in Central Florida.

Also in 2012, Ms. Duncan released her first
book entitled, Attraversiamo, “Let's Cross
Over”: A Story of Gender Transition.

Gina Duncan is now the Transgender Inclu-
sion Director for Equality Florida, the state’s
largest LGBT advocacy organization. She is
recognized as a national and international cor-
porate trainer and speaker specializing in cor-
porate transgender inclusion. She works with
major corporations, elected officials, school
boards, colleges, universities and non-profit
organizations to improve knowledge and un-
derstanding of the transgender journey; and
the development of competencies in sup-
porting transgender people in the workplace.
She provides firsthand knowledge of the dy-
namics of the transgender community, with the
belief that embracing diversity and inclusion in
the workplace allows people to be their true
selves. This provides for an open and equal
corporate culture, and increases economic
well-being in society overall.

| am happy to honor Gina Duncan, during
LGBT Pride Month, for her contributions to the
Central Florida community and to furthering
equality in corporate culture.

———

HONORING MS. KAREN KALLENS,
RN, AND THE HUNTERDON COUN-
TY MEDICATION ACCESS PART-
NERSHIP

HON. LEONARD LANCE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 12, 2014

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Ms. Karen Kallens, RN, for her out-
standing contributions to Hunterdon Medical
Center and the Hunterdon County Medication
Access Partnership. Ms. Kallens has been
committed to underserved patients in
Hunterdon County. As coordinator of the
Hunterdon County Medication Access Partner-
ship, Ms. Kallens has brought prescription
medication assistance and access and dis-
ease education to many residents in need.
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