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The Hunterdon County Medication Access
Partnership is a successful model where dedi-
cated staff assist patients in evaluating their
prescription medication needs and educating
the community on affordable prescription
medication opportunities through programs
such as pharmaceutical company patient as-
sistance programs, local pharmacy generic
medication programs and Medicaid and Medi-
care. Ms. Kallens has helped over 4,000 pa-
tients thanks to the team at HCMAP who dili-
gently and passionately assist numerous pa-
tients who would not otherwise receive the
medications they need to live their lives in full.

Ms. Kallens does what most physicians can-
not—follow each filed application and appeal
the case if it is unjustly rejected and ensure
compliance with prescription medicine.

| thank Ms. Kallens and the staff at the
Hunterdon County Medication Access Partner-
ship for their dedicated public service.

——
IN RECOGNITION OF THE 250TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE SANDY

HOOK LIGHTHOUSE

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 12, 2014

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Sandy Hook Lighthouse as it cele-
brates its 250th Anniversary this year. The
Sandy Hook Lighthouse has served as a bea-
con for the New Jersey coastline and the New
York Harbor since it was first illuminated on
June 11, 1764. lts historical significance is
truly deserving of this body’s recognition.

The oldest original, operational lighthouse in
the United States, the Sandy Hook Lighthouse
is one of the 11 lighthouses built during the
colonial era. First lit by whale oil, the light-
house is currently illuminated by electricity,
which became the standard for most light-
houses in the 1930s. To accommodate the in-
creased harbor traffic, two beacons were
added in 1817, for a total of 3 lights and 32
lamps and reflectors. With the increased work,
three assistants were assigned to help the
lighthouse keeper in 1857. Also that year, the
lighthouse was renovated to include its glass
Fresnel lens, an iron lens house, brick interior
lining for stability and an iron staircase.

During the American Revolution, the Sandy
Hook Lighthouse served as a significant navi-
gational aid. Held under British control for
much of the war, it was a target due to its im-
portant location. Lieutenant Colonel Benjamin
Tupper and his troops attempted to destroy
the tower in March of 1776. After the attack,
the lighthouse was closely guarded by British
loyalists with the support of the British Army
and Navy.

The Sandy Hook Lighthouse was des-
ignated a National Historic Landmark in 1964.
With the introduction of electricity, a lighthouse
keeper is no longer necessary. Today, its
tower is maintained by the National Park Serv-
ice and its light is maintained by the United
States Coast Guard.

Mr. Speaker, once again, please join me in
recognizing the Sandy Hook Lighthouse and
marking its 250th Anniversary.
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OPPOSITION TO H.R. 4660, THE FY15
COMMERCE-JUSTICE-SCIENCE AP-
PROPRIATIONS BILL

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
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Thursday, June 12, 2014

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in reluctant opposition to H.R. 4066, the Com-
merce-Justice-Science (CJS) Appropriations
Bill for Fiscal Year 2015.

| commend Chairman WOLF and Ranking
Member FATTAH for their dedicated work on
crafting this legislation. However, | cannot vote
for it in its current form. While | can support
the overall $51.2 billion in discretionary spend-
ing, a number of specific programs were short-
changed. For example, the bill cuts important
investments in key areas such as law enforce-
ment, access to justice for the poor, and cli-
mate research. In addition, a number of per-
nicious policy riders were added on the House
floor which poisons the overall bill.

With respect to funding levels, | have seri-
ous concerns about cuts that were made to a
number of programs within the Department of
Justice. This bill cuts the Community Oriented
Policing Services (COPS) program by $117.5
million from FY14 and is $177.5 million below
the Presidents’ request. And while an amend-
ment was adopted to increase funding for
COPS by $110 million on the House floor this
came at the direct expense of the Census Bu-
reau, which was already funded below the Ad-
ministration’s request. This is a false choice
that is both unnecessary and arbitrary.

| also oppose reductions in funding for the
Legal Services Corporation (LSC), which is
the single largest funder of civil legal aid for
low-income Americans, including many military
families and veterans. This bill would reduce
funding for LSC by $15 million in FY15 and
would be $80 million below the President’s re-
quest. Over 1,000 full time employees have
been terminated as a result of cuts to LSC in
recent years and a continued lack of funding
will result in tens of thousands of Americans
being denied vital legal assistance.

| am also disappointed in the arbitrary and
short-sighted cuts to climate research at the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion that will limit our understanding of mid-
term weather forecasting, including drought.
These damaging cuts will hinder our ability to
understand and respond to changing weather
patterns across the country.

| also strongly object to many of the policy
riders that were included in the final passage
of H.R. 4066. | was disappointed that an
amendment offered by Rep. MORAN to strike
sections 528 and 529 was not adopted, leav-
ing in place the misguided provision to con-
tinue funding restrictions on the construction
or modification of detention facilities in the
United States to house Guantanamo detain-
ees. As the President made clear in his State
of the Union Address earlier this year, we can-
not wait any longer to lift the remaining restric-
tions on detainee transfers and close down
this facility once-and-for-all.

The legislation also includes language that
severely limits the ability of the Bureau of Al-
cohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives
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(ATF) to combat illegal gun trafficking. Specifi-
cally, the ATF is prohibited from denying an
application to import particular models or con-
figurations of a shotgun that do not meet the
statutory “sporting purposes” test.

There were also many amendments adopt-
ed on the House floor that | strongly opposed.
An amendment introduced by Rep. ScoTT
GARRETT would prohibit funds from being used
by the Justice Department to pursue litigation
using the “disparate impact” legal theory. This
not only flies in the face of the Civil Rights Act
but would prohibit the Justice Department from
getting involved in litigation where whole clas-
sifications of individuals are being systemati-
cally discriminated against.

| was also disappointed that an amendment
passed on the House floor that would not
allow for funds to be used to transfer or assign
employees to the Pardon Attorney’s office for
the purpose of screening clemency applica-
tions. This severely undermines the Justice
Department’s efforts to scale back prison sen-
tences for individuals incarcerated for non-vio-
lent drug offenses. Another ill-conceived
amendment offered by Representative STEVE
KING would handcuff Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement (ICE) by limiting its use of
prosecutorial discretion.

Despite my opposition to the overall legisla-
tion, | was encouraged that a bipartisan
amendment led by Rep. MIKE THOMPSON and
Rep. PETER KING to lift funding for the National
Instant Criminal Background Check System
(NICS) was adopted. This increased funding
matches the level of funding requested by
states for NICS grants in FY14 and will ensure
that Maryland has the necessary resources to
implement the technology to automate criminal
history and mental health records in our back-
ground check system.

In addition, | supported the funding levels of
many other programs and priorities. Within the
Department of Justice, | was encouraged that
Violence Against Women Prevention and
Prosecution programs, Byrne-JAG formula
grants, and the Youth Mentoring program all
received funding at or above the President’s
request.

| will continue to monitor the progress of this
bill and it is my hope that my concerns are re-
solved in conference with the Senate and | will
be able to vote for it in its final form.

————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 12, 2014

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $17,555,165,805,212.20. We've
added $6,928,288,756,299.20 to our debt in 5
years. This is over $6.9 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.
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