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life-long resident of the Circle City. David later 
married Luisa Ruiz, his wife of fifty-one years, 
and together they raised eight children. David 
is survived by his loving children, Joe Ruiz, 
Jesse Ruiz, Sr., Luci Ruiz-Hernandez, Sally 
Ruiz-Cortez, David Ruiz, Jr., Gloria Ruiz- 
Sabatelli, Rufus Ruiz and Mary Lou Ruiz- 
Statham, eleven grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren. 

Not only was David a committed family 
man, but he was also a vital member to the 
Corona community. David began his working 
life in irrigation at Foothill Ranch and as a milk 
processor at Grand View Dairy. From 1965 to 
1978, he went to work at the Circle City Hos-
pital in Riverside County, followed by employ-
ment for the Corona Police Department until 
his much deserved retirement in 1992. All the 
while, from 1965 to 1980, David had his own 
janitorial business rooted in Corona. 

His tireless passion and love of family has 
contributed immensely to the betterment of our 
community and we will all miss David dearly. 
A funeral mass honoring David’s life will be 
held on Saturday, June 14, 2014. The level of 
commitment he showed to his community, his 
work, and his family is truly an example of a 
life lived well and a legacy that will endure. I 
extend my condolences to David’s family and 
friends; although David may be gone, the light 
and goodness he brought to the world remains 
and will never be forgotten. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF WAR VET-
ERANS MEMORIAL PARK, VINE-
YARD HAVEN 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2014 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize War Veterans Memorial Park in 
Vineyard Haven and the generous contribu-
tions by residents of this Martha’s Vineyard 
town that helped to create this memorial to our 
nation’s veterans. 

Legionnaires at the General George W. 
Goethals Post #257 in Vineyard Haven want-
ed their memorial to be something that could 
be enjoyed by Vineyarders, and not simply ob-
served by them. Instead of a statue or other 
traditional sculpted war memorial, these men 
deemed a park with playing fields and a play-
ground would be a more suitable tribute to 
their brave service to America. As such, con-
struction began on 10 acres of an undevel-
oped swamp in 1951. 

Construction on the Memorial Park engaged 
the Vineyard Haven community in a variety of 
fundraising events such as bean suppers, 
dances, and auctions. Over the last 8 years, 
many contributions by Islanders have made 
possible the leveling and developing of the 
Park’s land, laying down a grass surface, and 
replacing over a thousand yards of peat with 
top soil. 

The War Veterans Memorial Park in Vine-
yard Haven will serve as a proactive memorial 
to the men of Legion Post #257 and General 
George W. Goethals himself, distinguished na-
tionally for his role in digging the Panama 
Canal and, locally, as a member of the Mar-
tha’s Vineyard community. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to honor these 
veterans as well as recognize the vast and 

generous contributions by Vineyard Haven 
residents who made possible this memorial 
park and engaging community center. 
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Thursday, June 12, 2014 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Fulton County Heritage Days 
and the 150th anniversary of the last Confed-
erate bivouac, which took place in Fulton 
County Pennsylvania, and was a pivotal event 
in the Civil War. 

On July 30, 1864, Confederate soldiers de-
scended on Franklin County, Pennsylvania, 
and burned the town of Chambersburg to the 
ground when the $500,000 ransom they de-
manded was refused. Following this brutal act, 
the soldiers made their way to 
McConnellsburg, where the Confederate 
forces encamped and proceeded to terrorize 
the local citizens. Though these Confederate 
soldiers inflicted a brutal toll on 
McConnellsburg during their time in the town, 
this moment was a turning point in the course 
of the war. Indeed, no more battles would take 
place on Union territory, as it would be the last 
time that the Confederacy would have troops 
occupying land north of the Mason-Dixon line. 
For this reason, the time these Confederate 
soldiers spent encamped in McConnellsburg 
has come to be known as the last Confed-
erate bivouac. 

Fulton County Heritage Days commemo-
rates this important event, which is so crucial 
to both the history of Pennsylvania and our 
nation. We must never forget the lessons of 
history, or the great sacrifice made by the 
brave Pennsylvanians who gave their lives to 
hold the Union together. I wish to thank all 
those involved with organizing Fulton County 
Heritage Days, and invite my colleagues to 
join me in commemorating the 150th anniver-
sary of the last Confederate bivouac. 
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Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to cele-
brate the 50th Anniversary of the Wilderness 
Act. In 1964, our predecessors in the House 
and Senate passed the Wilderness Act by an 
overwhelmingly bipartisan vote and President 
Johnson soon followed with his signature mak-
ing the Act law on September 3, 1964. This 
action created America’s National Wilderness 
Preservation System that reserves lands in a 
special status to be, in the words of the Act’s 
remarkable preamble, ‘‘administered for the 
use and enjoyment of the American people in 
such manner as will leave them unimpaired for 
future use and enjoyment as wilderness, and 
will provide for the protection of these areas 
and the preservation of their wilderness char-
acter.’’ 

50 years later, the wilderness idea is going 
strong with over 100 million acres of our na-
tion’s most spectacular lands preserved for fu-
ture generations. It is an achievement truly 
worth celebrating. And while I rise today to 
recognize it, I also rise to celebrate the Ameri-
cans who have kept the wilderness idea alive 
in our national consciousness and who have 
worked to care for each designated acre and 
to shepherd new additions to the system. 

The people of the Central California Coast 
region that I am privileged to represent exem-
plify this ethic. There is a deep commitment to 
open space conservation in the communities 
that border the Monterey Bay. From the farm-
ers and ranchers who fuel a dynamic agricul-
tural economy to individual citizens who recre-
ate on the public lands to rural residents who 
care deeply about the landscapes that sur-
round their homes, the open space ethic runs 
strong. And when it comes to the wilderness 
lands of the Santa Lucia Mountains and the 
Big Sur Coast, no group of people lives that 
commitment more strongly than the commu-
nity activists of the Ventana Wilderness Soci-
ety. 

Founded in 1998, the VWA is dedicated to 
preserving the wild lands of the Northern 
Santa Lucia Mountains managed by the U.S. 
Forest Service. VWA members partner with 
the Forest Service to maintain trails and clean 
up the debris from illegal marijuana planta-
tions. VWA members lead hikes and edu-
cation programs. And VWA members advo-
cate. They advocate for better management of 
existing wilderness, and they advocate for the 
inclusion of additional wild lands into the wil-
derness system when those lands warrant 
such inclusion. I have had the great fortune to 
work with the VWA in all of these capacities, 
but most especially in the several wilderness 
bills that I myself have had the honor of intro-
ducing. And while I may claim credit for au-
thoring those bills, I know it is the hard work 
of VWA members like Gordon Johnson, Tom 
Hopkins, Nikki Nedeff, and so many others 
that made those bills possible. 

Mr. Speaker, as we celebrate the Wilder-
ness Act’s 50th Anniversary, we are not only 
celebrating the great American landscapes 
that this idea has preserved, but the great 
Americans who have done the preserving. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE NATIONAL 
NONVIOLENCE WEEK RESOLUTION 

HON. JOHN LEWIS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2014 

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to in-
troduce a resolution recognizing the goals and 
ideals of establishing a National Nonviolence 
Week. 

Tragedies at school, at home, and in our 
communities are destroying too many lives. 
We need to find ways to make our country a 
beloved community—where the dignity and re-
spect of every person is a clear, common 
value. 

Simply said, Mr. Speaker, no one should 
have to live his or her life in fear. We must all 
love each other as brothers and sisters. This 
resolution will raise awareness of youth vio-
lence in our country and encourage all Ameri-
cans to learn how the doctrine of nonviolence 
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