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[Rollcall Vote No. 199 Ex.]

YEAS—55
Baldwin Heitkamp Pryor
Begich Hirono Reed
Bennet Johnson (SD) Reid
Blumenthal Kaine Rockefeller
Booker King Sanders
Boxer Klobughar Schatz
Brown Landrieu Schumer
Cantyvell Leahy Shaheen
Cardin Levin ) Stabenow
Carper Manchin
Coons Markey Tester
Donnelly McCaskill Udall (CO)
Durbin Menendez Udall (NM)
Feinstein Merkley Walsh
Franken Mikulski Warner
Gillibrand Murphy Warren
Hagan Murray Whitehouse
Harkin Nelson Wyden
Heinrich Paul
NAYS—43

Alexander Fischer Moran
Ayotte Flake Murkowski
Barrasso Graham Portman
Blunt Grassley Risch
Boozman Hatch Roberts
Burr ) Heller Rubio
gha;nbhss ilcfvfen Scott

oats nhofe ;
Coburn Isakson gissmns

- elby
Collins Johanns Thune
Corker Johnson (WI)
Cornyn Kirk Tf)omey
Crapo Lee Vitter
Cruz McCain Wicker
Enzi McConnell
NOT VOTING—2

Casey Cochran

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

——
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will resume legislative session.

———

COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE,
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2015—MOTION TO
PROCEED—Continued

CLOTURE MOTION
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will report.
The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:
CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the motion to
proceed to Calendar No. 428, H.R. 4660, an act
making appropriations for the Departments
of Commerce and Justice, Science, and Re-
lated Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2015, and for other purposes.

Harry Reid, Barbara Mikulski, Richard
J. Durbin, Elizabeth Warren, Tim
Kaine, Richard Blumenthal, Robert P.
Menendez, Debbie Stabenow, Chris-
topher Murphy, Patrick J. Leahy,
Sheldon Whitehouse, Sherrod Brown,
Patty Murray, Tom Harkin, Tom
Udall, Christopher A. Coons, Robert P.
Casey, Jr.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
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call has been waived. The question is,
Is it the sense of the Senate that de-
bate on the motion to proceed to Cal-
endar No. 428, H.R. 4660, an act making
appropriations for the Departments of
Commerce and Justice, Science, and
Related Agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2015, and for
other purposes, shall be brought to a
close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative called the
roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.
CASEY) is necessarily absent.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator
is necessarily absent: the Senator from
Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 95,
nays 3, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 200 Leg.]

YEAS—95
Alexander Gillibrand Murphy
Ayotte Graham Murray
Baldwin Grassley Nelson
Barrasso Hagan Portman
Begich Harkin Pryor
Bennet Hatch Reed
Blumenthal Heinrich Reid
Blunt Hgitkamp Risch
guoker glrono Roberts

oozman oeven
Boxer Inhofe go;:)l;efeller
Brown Isakson ubio
Sanders

Burr Johanns Schatz
Cantwell Johnson (SD)
Cardin Johnson (WI) Schumer

N Scott
Carper Kaine .
Chambliss King Sessions
Coats Kirk Shaheen
Coburn Klobuchar Shelby
Collins Landrieu Stabenow
Coons Leahy Tester
Corker Levin Thune
Cornyn Manchin Toomey
Crapo Markey Udall (CO)
Cruz McCain Udall (NM)
Donnelly McCaskill Vitter
Durbin McConnell Walsh
Enzi Menendez Warner
Feinstein Merkley Warren
Fischer Mikulski Whitehouse
Flake Moran Wicker
Franken Murkowski Wyden

NAYS—3
Heller Lee Paul

NOT VOTING—2

Casey Cochran

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote the yeas are 95, the nays are 3.
Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn having voted in the af-
firmative, the motion is agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey.

NOMINATIONS

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, 1
rise to speak to the 42 very well-quali-
fied and very patient nominees who,
through no fault of their own and cer-
tainly no fault of the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee and no fault of their
records of service to this Nation that
have been established, are trapped on
the executive calendar, unable to as-
sume their appointed posts because the
Republican leadership has chosen ob-
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structionism as a political tool. They
have consciously chosen the strategy
to do nothing, pass nothing, approve
nothing, and leave, most importantly
in my view, key diplomatic posts un-
filled for months, threatening in many
cases national security and our ability
to conduct foreign policy.

Those who say that Congress is bro-
ken are wrong. The Congress isn’t bro-
ken, but if the Republican leadership
wants you to believe it is, they use
every parliamentary tool to make cer-
tain, among other posts, we cannot fill
key foreign policy positions. And the
world waits, American foreign policy
waits, diplomacy waits, and our allies
wait to let these nominees and their
families have some closure and get to
work.

The blame for these posts being left
vacant with these people being in polit-
ical limbo rests squarely on the shoul-
ders of the Republican leadership. It is
not a problem with Congress or the
Democrats or the President or with the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee.
Never, to my knowledge, has this body
as a political strategy obstructed en
masse the appointments of non-
controversial career Foreign Service
officers who have worked for both
Democratic and Republican adminis-
trations. Never.

Never have we held up appointments
to so many ambassadorial positions,
State Department positions, USAID
positions, and representatives to the
multilateral development banks.
Eighteen of the forty-two pending
nominees are ambassadors who would
fill important posts in the Czech Re-
public, Bosnia, Albania, Gabon, Mauri-
tania, Cameroon, Niger, Sierra Leone,
Djibouti, and Kuwait. Nearly 20 per-
cent—20 percent—of our total ambassa-
dorial presence in Africa is being held
up by the Republican leadership. All of
them have waited on average 280 days—
280 days—for Senate action. That is un-
fair to them. It is unfair to their fami-
lies. It is bad policy. It is unnecessary,
irresponsible, and completely unac-
ceptable. And it has to end. It harms
our regional coordination on issues
such as food, security, and counterter-
rorism.

We are seeing what is happening
across Africa, particularly northern Af-
rica, and we have a challenge. We have
a challenge that involves our national
interests and our national security.
You cannot promote the solutions to
those challenges if you don’t have an
ambassador on the ground in those
countries. Let us remember that U.S.
leadership plays a major role in sup-
porting peace and security efforts
alongside our development, democracy,
and humanitarian goals across Africa
and around the world, preventing us
from being able to project power and
leadership, leaving us—in my view—
vulnerable from a national security
standpoint.

In West Africa, the Nigerian terrorist
organization Boko Haram is perpet-
uating a brutal campaign of violence
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