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over a long period of time, providing
them with care they need and giving
their parents something government
does not do enough; it provides a meas-
ure of peace of mind to parents and to
families.

In 2009, the President signed into law
a bipartisan reauthorization of the
Children’s Health Insurance Program.
The most recent year of data indicates
that CHIP covered over 8.1 million chil-
dren over the course of a year. Consider
that. With this program more than 8.1
million children have health care that
would not have it any other way in the
absence of this program.

Even with the progress we have made
in providing new health insurance op-
tions in the last couple of years as a re-
sult of the Affordable Care Act, the
rate of uninsured Americans overall is
still over 13 percent. That is the lowest
rate since 2008 but still too high. The
rate of uninsured children is 9 percent,
a much lower rate obviously than the
overall rate but still too high.

CHIP has played an important role in
increasing access to insurance for chil-
dren. The Web site for the Pennsyl-
vania program, which is
www.chipcoverspakids.com, discusses
several stories from Pennsylvania par-
ents about how this Children’s Health
Insurance Program in the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania has helped one
particular family, in this case, and
many others. As you read the stories—
here is one story. I will sum it up brief-
ly. The CHIP program has been great.

So said one family member:

We know that this is quality insurance and
we are finally able to sleep at night knowing
that our kids can be seen by excellent pedia-
tricians. I do not know what we would have
done without CHIP. Now my children can
play sports and go away to camp like other
kids and if they get hurt, CHIP is there for
them.

So said a parent. That is probably
the best summation or the best recita-
tion of all of the reasons it is so impor-
tant to make sure we preserve the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program and
preserve the funding for it and preserve
any strategy that will ensure that chil-
dren have the health care they need.

So CHIP is always going to be there
for those kids. That is what we need to
make sure that we hold on to. I, simi-
lar to so many here and many in both
parties, have consistently advocated
for the Children’s Health Insurance
Program. I am pleased it has been au-
thorized through fiscal year 2019. How-
ever—this is why I am standing here
today. However, we were able only to
secure funding through 2015. So the
program is reauthorized to 2019 but
funded only through fiscal year 2015.

That deadline is approaching. Now is
the time to act, again in the right bi-
partisan way, to preserve the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program. It is
time to make sure we ensure that CHIP
will continue to be funded through the
authorization, at a minimum, through
fiscal year 2019.

Senator ROCKEFELLER, one of the
great champions of this program over
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many years now, decades literally, in-
troduced legislation last week that I
wholeheartedly support. That is an un-
derstatement. There is not a Senator
in this Chamber who should not sup-
port his legislation, the CHIP Exten-
sion Act of 2014, S. 2461.

The legislation extends funding for
CHIP through fiscal year 2019, bringing
the funding in line with the authoriza-
tion. I cannot stress enough the need to
pass this legislation this year, pass this
2014 legislation that deals with this
2015 problem. State budget cycles are
such that if we wait until next year,
when the funding is about to expire, we
will be jeopardizing health insurance
for millions of American children.

States need time to plan their budg-
ets and cannot operate under the un-
certainty of a funding threat to such
an important program. I thank Senator
ROCKEFELLER for his tireless commit-
ment to the Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program over many years—as I
said, over several decades. I thank him
for his work in introducing this legisla-
tion.

I urge all of my colleagues in both
parties to support Senator ROCKE-
FELLER’S legislation, the CHIP Exten-
sion Act of 2014, S. 2461, to make sure
children’s health insurance will always
be there for the children who are cov-
ered by that program.

In conclusion, this is very simple. We
have people in both parties who have
spent a lot of their careers saying how
much they care about children. They
give speeches, they campaign, they
talk about kids. We all talk about kids
in very positive ways. That is wonder-
ful. But the test is how we act and
what actions we take. That usually
means how we vote. So if someone
votes for this bill, they can stand and
say they have taken a substantial step
in the direction of ensuring that chil-
dren will have the health care they
need. If they do not, and they vote
against it, I do not think they can say
that.

If someone votes against it, I think
they have to have a substitute for it,
some measure that will provide the
same coverage for the same number of
children by a different method. If they
cannot come up with that, they cannot
stand and say they are for kids. They
cannot stand and say they care about
our children and their future.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PAY OUR GUARD AND RESERVE
ACT

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Chair lay be-
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fore the Senate a message from the
House of Representatives with respect
to H.R. 3230.

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate a message from the
House, as follows:

H.R. 3230

Resolved, That the House insist upon its
amendment to the Senate amendment to the
text of the bill (H.R. 3230) entitled ‘“‘An Act
making continuing appropriations during a
Government shutdown to provide pay and al-
lowances to members of the reserve compo-
nents of the Armed Forces who perform inac-
tive-duty training during such period.”’, and
ask a conference with the Senate on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses thereon.

Ordered, That Messrs. Miller of Florida,
Lamborn, Roe of Tennessee, Flores,
Benishek, Coffman, Wenstrup, Mrs.
Walorski, Mr. Michaud, Ms. Brown of Flor-
ida, Mr. Takano, Mses. Brownley of Cali-
fornia, Kirkpatrick, and Mr. Walz, be the
managers of the conference on the part of
the House.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate insist
on its amendment, agree to the request
for a conference with the House, and
authorize the Chair to appoint con-
ferees with a ratio of eight Democrats
and six Republicans, with all of the
above occurring with no intervening
action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Presiding Officer appointed Mr.
SANDERS, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. BROWN, Mr. TESTER, Mr.
BEGICH, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. HIRONO,
Mr. BURR, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. JOHANNS,
Mr. McCAIN, Mr. COBURN, and Mr.
RUBIO as conferees on the part of the
Senate.

Mr. REID. I suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HEINRICH). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators allowed to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

WASHINGTON FOOTBALL TEAM
PATENT

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I
come to the floor because the patent
office has just ruled that the name of
the Washington football team is not
patentable because it is a slur. We are
so excited to know that finally people
are recognizing this issue can no longer
be a business case for the NFL to use
this patent. They will not be able to
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