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Mr. Speaker, I encourage you to join 

me in continuing the work of this com-
mitted visionary and powerful voice for 
equality. Please bring the bill to the 
floor. 

f 

WITNESS WEDNESDAY: FACES OF 
THE UNEMPLOYED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, in 
the United States, we have always had 
a bipartisan tradition of assisting fel-
low hardworking Americans who have 
fallen on hard times—until now. As 
they are looking for their next job, we 
used to make sure that they had assist-
ance through unemployment insurance 
to cover their basic needs. That is why 
yesterday I stood with Congresswoman 
DINA TITUS, DONNA EDWARDS, GWEN 
MOORE, and nearly a dozen group advo-
cates for what we are calling ‘‘Witness 
Wednesdays.’’ We all read stories about 
real people, submitted by them, who 
are struggling since their unemploy-
ment insurance has expired. 

During that event, the National 
Women’s Law Center released a study 
with some very sobering statistics. 
Women, particularly older women, 
women of color, and women heads of 
households, are deeply affected by un-
employment, as are their children by 
the lack of emergency unemployment 
insurance benefits. 

Last year, in my State of Illinois, 
more than 140,000 children lived in 
households headed by a long-term un-
employed parent. Also, in my State, by 
the end of the year, nearly a quarter- 
million people will be left without ben-
efits they need to meet their families’ 
basic needs if we don’t renew emer-
gency unemployment insurance. 

These are real people and real fami-
lies behind these numbers. These are 
people looking for jobs. I am going to 
read four stories from Illinoisans who 
have suffered setbacks as they look for 
the work they need—for us to renew 
unemployment insurance without any 
further delay. 

Chris from Glenview, Illinois, says: 
My husband and I will never recover finan-

cially and are praying we will not lose our 
home. I don’t think I will ever be able to re-
tire, which is concerning as I have health 
problems. My 28-year-old son is still living at 
home because he was unemployed for over a 
year and is now serving coffee for minimum 
wage. He has a bachelor’s degree from Loy-
ola University, and between his student 
loans and our parent loans, we will all be in 
debt for the rest of our lives. We are not 
alone. I know of so many who are struggling 
as we are. 

Sue from Chicago says: 
Due to new management at the HIV/AIDS 

agency where I worked for over 10 years, I 
was fired on May 23 in order for them to save 
money. I am 58 years old, have an auto-im-
mune liver disease that limits me physically 
and requires regular health care from spe-
cialists, as well as six medications. I have no 
savings and retirement is a laughable mat-

ter. Because I had no warning that this was 
going to happen, I am now looking at having 
no income, no health, and having to move 
from Chicago to downstate Springfield, 
where the cost of living is much lower, 
though job prospects are dismal. 

Dinah from Chicago says: 
I am losing my hair, apartment, and car. I 

have borrowed from everyone in my family, 
hoping to pay them back soon. I have worked 
since 1993 and am now unemployed. Soon I 
will be in a shelter, car repossession, and 
bald. I am looking for work. I have been on 
several interviews but so far no luck. 

And Celia from Chicago says: 
I had a job interview in December 2013, 

about the time my unemployment ran out. I 
really wanted this job. It was not just the 
fact that I would be able to pay bills; the 
work would be rewarding. Unfortunately, the 
tension I felt when it was clear that I had to 
get this position, that there would be no ex-
tension of benefits, caused me to freeze up at 
the interview when asked to display my 
skills. This had never happened to me. I am 
usually the type to have no problems once I 
land the interview. 

My confidence is way down. I am 62. I have 
no income and can’t seem to find decent jobs 
to even apply to. I have had to regularly 
take money out of my retirement savings in 
order to stay out of debt. The worst thing 
about this time after a good career is to feel 
dropped, disappeared, and no longer of value. 
There is a dry feeling, dusty, of everything 
being cheap and on sale and no way to get 
back. I am ashamed of being out of the work 
world. 

Chris, Sue, Dinah, and Celia are 4 of 
nearly 5 million Americans who will 
continue to suffer and struggle if we 
don’t renew emergency unemployment 
insurance by the end of this year. We 
should vote and pass the bill to renew 
unemployment insurance without any 
further delay. 

f 

HAPPY JUNETEENTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
today is June 19, an ordinary day in the 
lives of many, many Americans. That 
is why it is important to come to the 
floor and wish so many in our Nation 
Happy Juneteenth. For some, that may 
be a foreign terminology. But we are 
now in the 149th year of the 1865 Eman-
cipation Proclamation for several 
States in the Deep South. 

Those who know their history would 
say the Emancipation Proclamation 
was in 1863. They are absolutely right. 
But it took 2 years for States like 
Texas, Louisiana, and many others to, 
unfortunately, receive notice that the 
slaves were free. Two more years my 
fellow Texans, African American 
slaves, had to languish in the abomina-
tion of slavery because someone failed 
to think it was important enough to 
reach those boundaries and say we 
were free. 

So it speaks very loudly to the rea-
son I am an advocate and a fighter that 
justice must be maintained no matter 
who you are in this country. Those in 
Texas that, as I speak, are commemo-
rating and celebrating Juneteenth 

Freedom Day, are proudly acknowl-
edging, not their fault that they did 
not know, not a joke, not humorous, 
but a sad statement which we in Texas 
and Southern States have turned into a 
joyful jubilee. We celebrate freedom 
wherever and however we can. 

This Congress needs to be a promoter 
of freedom and justice. I join my col-
leagues in being appalled at the fact 
that we have not yet extended unem-
ployment insurance for hardworking 
Americans. Let me say that again: un-
employment insurance. It means that 
it is not a handout; it means that these 
are individuals who worked for weeks, 
months, years, decades. They have 
given back to America. Now they have 
fallen on difficult times. 

Because of this leadership in this 
House of Representatives, we have not 
been able to put the extension of the 
unemployment insurance passed in the 
other body on the floor of the House. 
That means in my district that individ-
uals who were rehabilitating them-
selves and were working and fell upon 
hard times because of the economy 
have no jobs and cannot get unemploy-
ment insurance. 

When I met with some of them. A 
trained welder said, I want to work, I 
am between jobs, and he was literally 
driven to homelessness and walking 
the streets because we could not give 
him unemployment insurance based 
upon the fact that he has worked—or 
those who are now losing homes or not 
able to pay their rent. 

Where is the mercy and justice? Are 
we following in the pathway of 
Juneteenth when we did not tell thou-
sands upon thousands of slaves you 
were free? I thought America would 
not return to the devastation and das-
tardliness of injustice to anyone. Let 
us put unemployment insurance on the 
floor of the House and address the 
questions of Americans who have 
worked and contributed to society. 

Then, Mr. Speaker, I would argue 
that there is an injustice going on in 
Iraq. I traveled to Iraq many times 
during the raging war. I saw the val-
iant soldiers, many of whom maybe 
after I left were part of those who were 
casualties. I had in my office the list of 
casualties in the 18th Congressional 
District. I would be very mindful of 
going back into that quagmire. 

What I would say is that America 
does stand for justice and democracy. 
We should have the position to treat 
Sunnis and Shiites and Kurds freely 
and justly, and that they have to come 
together and treat each other with re-
spect. We should call upon Saudi Ara-
bia and Kuwait, Jordan, and Yemen, we 
should give them support—the Arab 
League—to stand Iraq up and to tell 
this leader, who is a selfish leader, who 
is not in any way reflected on bringing 
people together, that he must bring 
people together. And we must say to 
the ISIS that the world will not stand 
for its violence and its horribleness. 

And yes, we must say to those who 
are in the yesteryear, who were part of 
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last time’s term, those who are former 
Vice Presidents and their extended rel-
atives, that this is no time to cast dirt 
on President Obama, who has done an 
excellent job. 

Americans come together when there 
is difficulty and tragedy. I am very dis-
appointed in The Wall Street Journal 
article that wants to cast blame when 
people are dying in Iraq. Let’s stand up 
and be united. 

Just a few days ago, I came back 
from Nigeria, where the horrific Boko 
Haram is killing people and kidnapping 
girls. I ask my colleagues to please 
stand with us to not let the kidnapping 
of the Nigerian girls be a side story, 
Mr. Speaker. 

As I close, I intend to introduce 
human trafficking legislation as a sen-
ior member of Homeland Security to 
address the question of the human traf-
ficking of these girls, and girls and 
women of color, the highest population 
of those who are trafficked. We can do 
things together in America, and I ask 
us to stand together. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 45 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Mr. Rajan Zed, Universal Society of 
Hinduism, Reno, Nevada, offered the 
following prayer: 

We meditate on the transcendental 
glory of the deity supreme, who is in-
side the heart of the Earth, inside the 
life of the sky, and inside the soul of 
the heaven. May He stimulate and illu-
minate our minds. 

Lead us from the unreal to the real; 
from darkness to light; from death to 
immortality. 

Fulfill all your duties; action is bet-
ter than inaction. Selfish action im-
prisons the world. Act selflessly, with-
out any thought of personal profit. 
Strive constantly to serve the welfare 
of the world; by devotion to selfless 
work, one attains the supreme goal of 
life. 

May we become united with the all- 
powerful and all-knowing Lord, who 
dwells in the hearts of all, is the su-
preme goal of life and infinite peace 
and love. Lord, be kind to us with Your 
invisible form, lead us to eternal joy, 
fill our hearts with unending peace, 
and free us from all bondage. Abandon 
us not. 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Maryland (Ms. EDWARDS) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. EDWARDS led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate disagrees to the House 
amendment to the Senate amendment 
to the bill (H.R. 3230) ‘‘An Act to im-
prove the access of veterans to medical 
services from the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and for other purposes,’’ 
agrees to a conference requested by the 
House on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses thereon, and appoints Mr. 
SANDERS, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. BROWN, Mr. TESTER, Mr. 
BEGICH, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. HIRONO, 
Mr. BURR, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. JOHANNS, 
Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. COBURN, and Mr. 
RUBIO, to be the conferees on the part 
of the Senate. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence 
of the House is requested: 

S. 1237. An act to improve the administra-
tion of programs in the insular areas, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

WELCOMING MR. RAJAN ZED 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
HONDA) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, it is my 

privilege to welcome Mr. Rajan Zed to 
offer the opening prayer before the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 

A native of the State of Nevada, he 
attended San Jose State University in 
San Jose, California, my alma mater. 

As president of the Universal Society 
of Hinduism and a senior fellow/reli-
gious adviser to the Foundation for Re-
ligious Diplomacy, he has advocated 
for religious freedom and tolerance 
throughout the world. 

His contributions to the religious 
community worldwide led him to be in-
vited by the president of the European 
Parliament in Brussels, Belgium, for a 
meeting to promote interfaith dia-
logue. He is particularly known for his 
work within the Roma community, 
acting as a voice for the human rights 
of the 15 million Roma in Europe. 

That this body supports diversity of 
spirituality and cultures is a testament 
to our great institution. 

For his continued spiritual leader-
ship and for traveling from afar, I 
would like to thank Mr. Zed for leading 
us in prayer. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE 
of Texas). The Chair will entertain up 
to 15 further requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

HONORING CAROL DIXON 

(Mr. CONAWAY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, as the 
chairman of the Committee on Ethics 
and along with my colleague, LINDA 
SÁNCHEZ, the ranking member, and 
other members of the committee, past 
and present, we rise today to honor the 
life and work of Carol Dixon. 

Every so often, through hard work, 
immense talent, and a zealous dedica-
tion to the mission of this body, a 
staffer becomes an institution of the 
House. Carol Dixon had achieved that 
status. 

Known to many simply as the Ethics 
Lady, Carol’s intelligence, candor, and 
infectious laugh made the House a bet-
ter, more honorable place. As director 
of our Advice and Education section, 
Carol’s command of the ethics rules 
was unmatched, as evidenced by the 
large number of Members and employ-
ees from both sides of the aisle who 
continually sought out Carol to specifi-
cally ask for her guidance. 

Her sudden passing this weekend is a 
tremendous loss for both the Ethics 
Committee and the House. 

f 

MOMENT OF SILENCE HONORING 
CAROL DIXON 

(Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I, too, rise to 
honor the life of Carol Dixon. 

Carol’s public service was not just to 
the Ethics Committee, but to the en-
tire House. Carol provided wise counsel 
to hundreds of Members and to thou-
sands of staff. This House will miss 
Carol’s sage advice and her deep insti-
tutional knowledge. The members and 
staff of the Ethics Committee will also 
miss our good friend. 

While Carol loved her job and her co-
workers in the House, most of all, 
Carol loved her family. We know this 
because she spoke of them warmly and 
often. Carol’s mother and father and 
family members are here with us 
today. On behalf of all of the members 
and staff of the Ethics Committee, 
thank you so much for sharing Carol 
with us. 
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