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the quality of food being offered to our 
kids in the Muscatine community. I 
hope we can expand the great work 
they have done to other communities 
in Iowa and all across the Nation. 
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HIRAM, MAINE 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President. I wish 
to commemorate the 200th anniversary 
of the Town of Hiram, ME. Known 
today as a gateway to the rugged and 
beautiful Western Maine Mountains, 
Hiram was built with a spirit of deter-
mination and resiliency that still 
guides the community today. 

Hiram’s incorporation on June 14, 
1814, was but one milestone on a long 
journey of progress. For thousands of 
years, the banks of the Saco River were 
the hunting grounds of the Sokokis 
Tribe, and the legendary Pequawket 
Trail was their route between the At-
lantic Ocean and the mountains. The 
reverence the Sokokis had for the nat-
ural beauty and resources of the region 
is upheld by the people of Hiram today. 

The very name of the town, dating to 
the first European settlement in the 
1780s, speaks of this reverence. Like 
the realm of the biblical King Hiram I 
of Tyre, the community was estab-
lished among the trees that were its 
first source of prosperity. With the 
fast-moving Saco River and its tribu-
taries providing power, sawmills be-
came an important industry, soon fol-
lowed by blacksmiths, leather manu-
facturing, and other endeavors vital to 
Maine’s development. As a junction of 
two of Maine’s early railroads, Hiram 
became the gateway to the White 
Mountains of New Hampshire. The 
wealth produced by the land was in-
vested in schools and churches to cre-
ate a true community. 

The history of Hiram is directly con-
nected to the very birth of our Nation. 
One of the town’s first settlers was 
General Peleg Wadsworth, whose com-
pany of Minutemen answered the call 
of freedom at Lexington and Concord. 
After a life of remarkable service to 
our young country, in the military and 
in public office, General Wadsworth 
settled in Hiram in 1807, established a 
farm, and led the incorporation of the 
township. It is fascinating to consider 
the influence the beautiful sur-
roundings had upon his grandson, the 
poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, 
who spent many summers in Hiram as 
a boy. 

A quality that runs through Hiram’s 
history is courage. Some 100 young 
men from the town fought to save our 
Nation in the Civil War, and 39 gave 
their lives in that noble cause. It is 
humbling to know that Pleasant Ridge 
Cemetery is the final resting place for 
patriots from four generations of the 
Lyons family who served with valor 
and distinction. 

Today, Hiram is a charming town of 
involved citizens. The historic Soldiers 
Memorial Library, built nearly a cen-
tury ago in honor of those who de-
fended our country, is avidly supported 

and remains a center of community ac-
tivity. The saw and scythe depicted on 
the new bicentennial seal are remind-
ers of Hiram’s past and indicators of 
the hard work and enthusiasm the 
townspeople have put into this year’s 
landmark birthday celebration. 

This 200th anniversary is not just 
about something that is measured in 
calendar years; it is about human ac-
complishment, an occasion to celebrate 
the people who for more than two cen-
turies have pulled together, cared for 
one another, and built a community. 
Thanks to those who came before, 
Hiram has a wonderful history. Thanks 
to those who are there today, it has a 
bright future. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

MARION COUNTY, IOWA 

∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, the 
strength of my State of Iowa lies in its 
vibrant local communities, where citi-
zens come together to foster economic 
development, make smart investments 
to expand opportunity, and take the 
initiative to improve the health and 
well-being of residents. Over the dec-
ades, I have witnessed the growth and 
revitalization of so many communities 
across my State. And it has been deep-
ly gratifying to see how my work in 
Congress has supported these local ef-
forts. 

I have always believed in account-
ability for public officials, and this, my 
final year in the Senate, is an appro-
priate time to give an accounting of 
my work across four decades rep-
resenting Iowa in Congress. I take 
pride in accomplishments that have 
been national in scope—for instance, 
passing the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act and spearheading successful 
farm bills. But I take a very special 
pride in projects that have made a big 
difference in local communities across 
my State. 

Today, I would like to give an ac-
counting of my work with leaders and 
residents of Marion County to build a 
legacy of a stronger local economy, 
better schools and educational oppor-
tunities, and a healthier, safer commu-
nity. 

Between 2001 and 2013, the creative 
leadership in your community has 
worked with me to secure funding in 
Marion County worth over $5 million 
and successfully acquired financial as-
sistance from programs I have fought 
hard to support, which have provided 
more than $95 million to the local 
economy. 

Of course, one of my favorite memo-
ries of working together is working 
with Central College to provide $1.8 
million for the Center for Math, 
Science, and Technology to expand its 
curriculum, increase technology train-
ing in teacher education, and provide 
distance learning for teachers in the 
field. 

Among the highlights: 

Investing in Iowa’s economic devel-
opment through targeted community 
projects: In Central Iowa, we have 
worked together to grow the economy 
by making targeted investments in im-
portant economic development 
projects, including improved roads and 
bridges, modernized sewer and water 
systems, and better housing options for 
residents of Marion County. In many 
cases, I have secured Federal funding 
that has leveraged local investments 
and served as a catalyst for a whole 
ripple effect of positive, creative 
changes. For example, working with 
mayors, city council members, and 
local economic development officials in 
Marion County, I have fought to resur-
rect the Des Moines River Greenbelt 
account which helped the Marion Coun-
ty Cordova Center on the Rock to build 
an environmental learning center, am-
phitheater, trails, and other outdoor 
recreational opportunities, as well as a 
4-mile trail connecting the city of 
Pella with Cordova area. While there is 
more to do in the future, I am pleased 
that construction of the first phase of 
the project was complete in August 
2013 at a cost of $3,100,000. 

School grants: Every child in Iowa 
deserves to be educated in a classroom 
that is safe, accessible, and modern. 
That is why, for the past decade and a 
half, I have secured funding for the in-
novative Iowa Demonstration Con-
struction Grant Program—better 
known among educators in Iowa as 
Harkin grants for public schools con-
struction and renovation. Across 15 
years, Harkin grants worth more than 
$132 million have helped school dis-
tricts to fund a range of renovation and 
repair efforts—everything from updat-
ing fire safety systems to building new 
schools. In many cases, these Federal 
dollars have served as the needed in-
centive to leverage local public and 
private dollars, so it often has a tre-
mendous multiplier effect within a 
school district. Over the years, Marion 
County has received $319,444 in Harkin 
grants. Similarly, schools in Marion 
County have received funds that I des-
ignated for Iowa Star Schools for tech-
nology totaling $249,844. 

Disaster mitigation and prevention: 
In 1993, when historic floods ripped 
through Iowa, it became clear to me 
that the national emergency-response 
infrastructure was woefully inadequate 
to meet the needs of Iowans in flood- 
ravaged communities. I went to work 
dramatically expanding the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency’s haz-
ard mitigation program, which helps 
communities reduce the loss of life and 
property due to natural disasters and 
enables mitigation measures to be im-
plemented during the immediate recov-
ery period. Disaster relief means more 
than helping people and businesses get 
back on their feet after a disaster; it 
means doing our best to prevent the 
same predictable flood or other catas-
trophe from recurring in the future. 
The hazard mitigation program that I 
helped create in 1993 provided critical 
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