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in July with his wife and three children. He
declined to give his last name out of fear for
his family’s security.

Sitting at his modest dining-room table in
eastern Paris, a set of moving boxes in the
next room, he added: ‘It bothers me because
this is not normal; this is not how I remem-
ber France when I was growing up.”’

Two weeks ago, Alain said, he woke up to
find his 13-year-old daughter, Michele, cry-
ing. After a recent attack on two Jewish
boys not far from her school, she said she
was too afraid to join her regular car pool.
Instead, she demanded that he take her to
school and pick her up, standing guard as she
entered and exited each day. He has moved
his work schedule around to accommodate
her request.

Asked what she was scared of, Michele, an
elegant French teenager in a fashionable
black skirt and white T-shirt, looked down
and said: “I’'m afraid that what happened in
Toulouse will happen at my school, too. . . .
I hear what people say about Jews. And I am
scared.” 3

Enter Dieudonne.

Born to a father from Cameroon and a
white French mother, Dieudonné, ironically,
rose to stardom in the 1990s as part of a duo
act with Elie Semoun, a Jewish comedian.
But the two grew estranged as Dieudonné’s
humor became indistinguishable from anti-
Semitic diatribe.

In the 2000s, he wooed the far right and the
far left as his campaign against Zionism
made him an unlikely symbol for both.
Throughout the 2000s, he was repeatedly
fined for making a variety of anti-Semitic
statements, including his description of Hol-
ocaust commemorations as ‘‘memorial
porn.”’

Blacklisted from mainstream TV shows
and radio, he nevertheless thrives, with a
cultlike following on stage and via the Inter-
net, where his satirical videos stand out
among a rash of new anti-Semitic Web sites
in France. As he has become less main-
stream, he has traded larger venues for rel-
atively smaller theater spaces where he is
filling seats with fans across racial, political
and socioeconomic spectrums.

Dieudonne is an equal-opportunity of-
fender. His act is a study in provocation, tar-
geting not only Jews but also gays and main-
stream politicians. Yet—as evidenced by the
T-shirts bearing the quenelle salute on sale
at his shows—he tends to reserve his tough-
est punch lines for Jews.

Over the past year, observers say, his de-
pictions have sharply worsened. His act be-
came so offensive that the French govern-
ment in January took the rare step of en-
couraging local jurisdictions to bar his per-
formances. The move forced him to tone
down his material, largely by deploying in-
ference and shorthand to get his point
across.

Mr. WOLF. The denomination’s ac-
tion on Israel stands in stark contrast
to its inaction on the persecuted
church in the region. The PCUSA ex-
pressly declined to sign a recently
issued Pledge of Solidarity and Call to
Action, which more than 200 religious
leaders from across the country signed
on to.

Representatives of the American
church came together across ecumeni-
cal lines to pledge to do more to help
beleaguered minority faith commu-
nities, foremost among them, the an-
cient Christian communities in Egypt,
Iraq, and Syria. The PCUSA privately
expressed concern that this action
would be perceived as an ‘‘anti-Mus-
lim” statement.
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The pledge itself was carefully craft-
ed with input from faith leaders here in
the United States and throughout the
region and conveyed that the time has
come for the church in the West to
“pray and speak with greater urgency
about this human rights crisis.” With
the PCUSA’s decision not to associate
itself with the urgent call to action, I
find myself once again out of step with
my denomination in profound ways.

I believe many of the giants of this
tradition, among them: Reverend Peter
Marshall of the New York Avenue Pres-
byterian Church, where President Lin-
coln worshipped, and a former Senate
Chaplain; Reverend Dick Halverson,
senior pastor of Fourth Presbyterian
Church and also a Senate Chaplain;
Reverend Louis Evans, pastor for 18
years of National Presbyterian Church;
and Reverend James Boice, pastor of
Tenth Presbyterian Church in Phila-
delphia would find it difficult to recog-
nize the PCUSA church today.

————

INCREASING SEA LEVELS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
today many Members of Congress
awoke listening to NPR for yet another
story about Norfolk, Virginia, the area
of the United States on the eastern
seaboard where we have seen the most
rapid increase in the sea level. This
matters, being home to the largest
naval base in the world, placing in
question its long-term survivability.

A story in The Washington Post sev-
eral weeks ago talked about the impact
that this is having on the waterfront,
including one church that is being
forced to relocate. I love the pastor’s
comment that his parishioners should
not have to consult a tide table to de-
termine whether or not they can go to
church.

The morning news also included the
Supreme Court’s third affirmation of
the power of the EPA to regulate
greenhouse gases, setting hopefully at
rest the long-term battle over whether
or not we can deal with this critical
area of carbon pollution.

We also have seen a media blitz from
a coalition of respected senior offi-
cials—Republicans, Democrats, and
Independents stretching back to the
Nixon administration—talking about
the impact of climate change, particu-
larly as it deals with business. We have
had a report from four Republican EPA
administrators talking about the need
to support the EPA’s effort with the
new rule for carbon emissions.

Today, on the steps of Capitol Hill as
I passed, there were representatives
from the Citizens Climate Lobby from
all over the country who are fanning
out across the Capitol making their
case.
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Mr. Speaker, the science is, in fact,
clear. We have very severe problems as-
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sociated with carbon pollution and the
impacts that humans have had on cli-
mate. We are looking at reports that
ought to sober everybody around here,
tripling the number of days of 95 de-
gree-plus weather, thinking about the
impacts that rising sea level is going to
have on coastal States.

Louisiana, for example, is looking at
up to 5 percent of their insurable land
being underwater by midcentury, per-
haps 20 percent by the turn of the cen-
tury. There is $1.5 trillion of insurable
properties that is likely to be under-
water.

It is time for us to stop debating the
science. The science is, in fact, clear. It
is time for us to look at opportunities.
The EPA rule is going to go into effect.
We all ought to be engaged with taking
advantage of the flexibility that has
been proposed by the administration to
fine-tune it to the needs and opportuni-
ties in our State.

It is important that we start work on
the implementation of a revenue-neu-
tral carbon tax. Virtually every ex-
pert—conservative, liberal, economists,
even many business leaders—agrees
that having a revenue-neutral carbon
tax to change the habits of American
business and households, using the rev-
enues to reduce the impact on lower-in-
come citizens and on small business, is
the quickest, fastest way to be able to
make progress on climate protection.

We can, in fact, slow the impact, and
we can prepare for what we cannot
avoid.

Experts in climate science, joined by
hardheaded business people and citizen
activists, all agree that it is time for
Congress to get engaged, for Congress
to stop this active denial, and come to-
gether on simple commonsense steps
that we can make to strengthen our
communities to slow the increase of
climate change and be able to prepare
for stronger opportunities in our local
economies as we move to take advan-
tage of this.

Everybody should take action, so
that all our families can be safer,
healthier, and more economically se-
cure.

——
ENERGY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, en-
ergy is vital to every aspect of Amer-
ican life. Working families, retirees,
and businesses—large and small—are
all depending upon reliable and afford-
able energy. An unwelcome increase in
the electric bill leaves many families
no other option but to cut elsewhere.

For businesses, higher energy costs
mean less money to invest in jobs or
expansion. As business costs increase,
so does the price of goods down the
line, triggering a chain reaction felt
throughout the economy.

Unfortunately, the Obama adminis-
tration’s policies are contributing to



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-04-28T09:42:07-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




