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treaty having completed their promised de-
struction of a total of about 47 million 
mines, since the treaty took effect. Twenty- 
seven nations contaminated with mines have 
proclaimed themselves mine-free during that 
period. 

Casualties from leftover mines have also 
declined by more than half since the treaty 
took effect, the report said. Yet in the 
roughly 60 countries where contamination 
from land mines and other explosive rem-
nants of war remains a problem, an esti-
mated 4,000 people a year are killed or 
wounded. 

The report said nearly half the victims 
were children. In Afghanistan, it said, chil-
dren constitute 61 percent of all such casual-
ties since 1999. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, what is 
the parliamentary situation? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate is in morning business until 11 a.m. 

Mr. LEAHY. I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Florida. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, I inform 
the Senate that the three judges from 
Florida we are about to vote on have 
the support of Senator RUBIO and I. It 
is as a result of a bipartisan process. It 
is actually a nonpartisan process as to 
how we select our judges in Florida. 
Senator RUBIO and I appoint a judicial 
nominating commission in the three 
judicial districts in Florida. They then, 
when there is a vacancy of a judge or 
U.S. attorney or U.S. marshal, receive 
the applications, do the interviews, and 
make—for one vacancy—three rec-
ommendations. Senator RUBIO and I 
then take these three recommenda-
tions, the two of us together interview 
the applicants. The arrangement we 
have with the White House—and of 
course we know the President could se-
lect whomever he wants, but the White 
House has graciously agreed, and this 
has been a longstanding practice with 
the Federal judge selections from Flor-
ida, the White House has agreed they 
will pick from among the three we 
send. 

Senator RUBIO and I send comments 
to the White House about the three, 
even though what we primarily do is 
tell the White House if we have an ob-
jection to any one of the three who 
come through the judicial nominating 
commission process. 

Therefore, what we do is we take pol-
itics out of the selection of judges. 

I highly recommend to the Senate 
Paul Byron and Carlos Eduardo Men-
doza, both of the Middle District, and 
Beth Bloom of the Southern District. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
WALSH). 

Morning business is closed. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF PAUL G. BYRON 
TO BE UNITED STATES DISTRICT 
JUDGE FOR THE MIDDLE DIS-
TRICT OF FLORIDA 

NOMINATION OF CARLOS 
EDUARDO MENDOZA TO BE 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT 
JUDGE FOR THE MIDDLE DIS-
TRICT OF FLORIDA 

NOMINATION OF BETH BLOOM TO 
BE UNITED STATES DISTRICT 
JUDGE FOR THE SOUTHERN DIS-
TRICT OF FLORIDA 

NOMINATION OF GEOFFREY W. 
CRAWFORD TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR 
THE DISTRICT OF VERMONT 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to consider 
the following nominations, which the 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nations of Paul G. Byron, of Florida, to 
be United States District Judge for the 
Middle District of Florida; Carlos 
Eduardo Mendoza, of Florida, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Middle District of Florida; Beth Bloom, 
of Florida, to be United States District 
Judge for the Southern District of 
Florida; and Geoffrey W. Crawford, of 
Vermont, to be United States District 
Judge for the District of Vermont. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There 
will be 2 minutes of debate prior to the 
Byron nomination. 

The Senator from Florida. 
Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent to yield back all 
time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

VOTE ON BYRON NOMINATION 
The question is, Will the Senate ad-

vise and consent to the nomination of 
Paul G. Byron, of Florida, to be United 
States District Judge for the Middle 
District of Florida? 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Mexico (Mr. HEIN-
RICH), the Senator from Arkansas (Mr. 
PRYOR), the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER), and the Sen-
ator from Hawaii (Mr. SCHATZ) are nec-
essarily absent. 

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN) and the 
Senator from Nebraska (Mr. JOHANNS). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 94, 
nays 0, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 206 Ex.] 
YEAS—94 

Alexander 
Ayotte 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Begich 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Booker 
Boozman 
Boxer 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Chambliss 
Coats 
Coburn 
Collins 
Coons 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Donnelly 
Durbin 
Enzi 
Feinstein 
Fischer 
Flake 

Franken 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagan 
Harkin 
Hatch 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson (SD) 
Johnson (WI) 
Kaine 
King 
Kirk 
Klobuchar 
Landrieu 
Leahy 
Lee 
Levin 
Manchin 
Markey 
McCain 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Mikulski 
Moran 

Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Nelson 
Paul 
Portman 
Reed 
Reid 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rubio 
Sanders 
Schumer 
Scott 
Sessions 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Thune 
Toomey 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Vitter 
Walsh 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—6 

Cochran 
Heinrich 

Johanns 
Pryor 

Rockefeller 
Schatz 

The nomination was confirmed. 
VOTE ON MENDOZA NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is 
now 2 minutes equally divided prior to 
a vote on the Mendoza nomination. 

The Senator from Florida is recog-
nized. 

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, just to 
remind the Senate, this judge and the 
next one—as was the previous one— 
were done by the Judicial Nominating 
Commission process that Senator 
RUBIO and I use in order to take any 
kind of politics out of the selection of 
judges. It has worked very well for 
years, and this judge and the next one 
are part of that process. 

Thank you very much, Mr. President. 
I yield back all time. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, all time is yielded back. 
Under the previous order, the ques-

tion is, Will the Senate advise and con-
sent to the nomination of Carlos 
Eduardo Mendoza, of Florida, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Middle District of Florida? 

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk called 

the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Mexico (Mr. HEIN-
RICH), the Senator from Arkansas (Mr. 
PRYOR), the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER), and the Sen-
ator from Hawaii (Mr. SCHATZ) are nec-
essarily absent. 

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
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