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that unfortunately still has hate in our
State constitution, the fact that I live
there with my husband doesn’t mean I
should be treated any differently than
if T lived in Illinois or Minnesota or
Iowa, neighboring States that all rec-
ognize the relationships regardless of
whom you love.

Those are all things we still have to
get done in this country. We need to do
that in this body, Mr. Speaker, in this
Congress. We need to get these bills to
the floor and pass them and move on
from what I think at one point in this
history was a certain way to get out
certain voters. There is a certain con-
stituency that was built around hate.
We need to move beyond that. I think
many people have. While the Demo-
cratic Party certainly, I think, has
been a party of inclusion and moved in
a positive way, I think I am seeing that
happen among Republicans, but we
need to have the leadership of this
House also moving.

We had a Republican Member just
yesterday who has been a strong sup-
porter of equality for all people just
win his Republican primary. That is
important because he has been an out-
spoken voice for equality. Representa-
tive HANNA, I am glad you won your
primary. You stood up for your values,
and your constituents supported you.

I think it is time that more of our
colleagues, especially on the Repub-
lican side of the aisle, need to also
stand up for what is right, because we
all have colleagues and we all have
constituents who are gay and lesbian,
bisexual or transgendered. We can’t
pick and choose who we represent. You
support and you represent every single
person in your district, and when you
don’t support full equality, you are
really not standing up for each and
every constituent, and that is truly un-
fortunate.

To end, I really want to focus again
on those successes. We have had a tre-
mendous year. We have had so much
progress from the Supreme Court deci-
sion exactly 1 year ago tomorrow,
where we have now had a number of
States just in the last year move to-
wards full marriage equality, where we
have had a country where Michael Sam
could finally be the first openly gay
person drafted into the NFL.

We have been able to move forward in
so many areas. This is because society
has moved. A majority of people in this
country support marriage equality. I
believe the last I saw was 58 percent of
the people. Even more important, 81
percent of people 30 and under support
marriage equality. That is where this
country is going. We want to treat ev-
eryone with respect and dignity and
allow them the liberty to live their
lives. Until we do that for every single
citizen, we have not reached the goal of
treating everyone with equality and
equal treatment under the law.

With this time that we have had, the
Progressive Caucus and the Equality
Caucus, I wanted to share some time
with our members so we could make
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sure we celebrate this Pride Month and
all of our constituents who may be gay
or lesbian, bisexual or transgendered
and say thank you for all you do. We
are going to continue to fight for your
equality, not only in this body in Con-
gress, but throughout society.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back.

———

REMEMBERING THE YARNELL
HILL FIRE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ROTHFUS). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. GOSAR) is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader.

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the l-year anniver-
sary of the tragic Yarnell Hill Fire,
which claimed the lives of 19 elite
Granite Mountain Hotshot firefighters
in late June of 2013.

The Yarnell fire began when light-
ning struck approximately 30 miles
southwest of Prescott, Arizona, off of
Highway 89 on June 28, 2013. The blaze
burned approximately 8,400 acres and
damaged more than 1,000 structures
over a 15-day period.

During the disaster, 19 firefighters
from the Granite Mountain Inter-
agency Hotshot Crew lost their lives
battling the fire, the sixth deadliest
American firefighter disaster overall
and the deadliest wildfire ever in Ari-
zona. Indeed, this dark day yielded the
largest loss of firefighter life since Sep-
tember 11, 2001.

To this day, words cannot express my
sadness and the depth of my condo-
lences to the families of these brave 19
first responders who gave their lives
protecting our community. I will cer-
tainly remember this horrible tragedy
for the rest of my life, as well as the
public memorial service that was at-
tended by more that 1,200 members of
our community. These brave men made
the ultimate sacrifice fighting to pro-
tect our citizens, and for that we will
be eternally grateful.

Even though a year has passed,
please continue to keep the families of
these Hotshot firefighters in your pray-
ers. Furthermore, I ask that the Fed-
eral agencies responsible for actively
managing our forests not forget this
tragedy and take the steps to prevent
similar catastrophic wildfires from re-
occurring.

The citizens of Yarnell, Arizona, and
the surrounding communities know all
too well the importance of proactive
wildfire management. While the wild-
fire that claimed the lives of 19 brave
souls was one of the worst tragedies in
the history of Arizona, millions more
across the country are also impacted
by these disasters.

Looking back over the past year, it is
important to highlight what progress
has been made in finding commonsense
solutions to preventing wildfires while
still acknowledging the reality that
more must and can be done. We owe it
to our local heroes who risk everything
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in order to protect our lives, our com-
munities, and our homes.

Congress still needs to consider addi-
tional legislation that will work to get
the executive branch out of the way
when action must be taken swiftly.
This problem can be mitigated by em-
powering the private sector to create
rural jobs and resurrecting the timber
industry as loggers thin millions of
acres of badly overgrown Arizona for-
ests. Although we are never going to
prevent all forest fires, these legisla-
tive efforts will help make fires less
frequent, less intense when they do
occur.

I remain optimistic that, above all
else, the heroic actions of the Granite
Mountain Hotshots will continue to in-
spire our leaders to make the necessary
changes to prevent future devastation
and destruction. We owe nothing less
to these heroes. More importantly, I
will continue to do everything in my
power to ensure that their legacies live
on and yield substantial forest manage-
ment changes.

I would like to conclude my remarks
by reading the names and ages of these
19 firefighters in tribute to their serv-
ice:

Andrew Ashcraft, age 29; Robert
Caldwell, age 23; Travis Carter, age 31;
Dustin Deford, age 24; Christopher
MacKenzie, age 30; Eric Marsh, age 43;
Grant McKee, age 21; Sean Misner, age
26; Scott Norris, age 28; Wade Parker,
age 22; John Percin, age 24; Anthony
Rose, age 23; Jesse Steed, age 36; Joe
Thurston, age 32; Travis Turbyfill, age
27; William Warneke, age 25; Clayton
Whitted, age 28; Kevin Woyjeck, age 21;
Garret Zuppiger, age 27.

All these brave men were taken from
us way too young leaving behind fami-
lies and friends. Let us never forget
their sacrifice.

Mr. Speaker, with that, I yield back
the balance of my time.

——————

TELLING OUR CONSTITUENTS THE
TRUTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. COL-
LINS of New York). Under the Speaker’s
announced policy of January 3, 2013,
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
SCHWEIKERT) is recognized for the re-
mainder of the hour.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, my
colleague from Arizona who actually
has an amagzing district and was actu-
ally an amazing leader when we lost 19
of our firefighters this time last year, I
appreciate him putting that into the
RECORD for all of those in Arizona.

I wanted to do something a little dif-
ferent tonight. A few months ago, we
came to the floor here and sort of
walked through what was really going
on in the math. One of the things that
sort of enrages me is so much of the de-
bate we have here in Congress is the
noise. We talk about this issue or that
issue when we have the 10,000 pound go-
rilla in front of us, and that is what is
happening to us fiscally.

Right now, and I am going to be
using a lot of numbers tonight, and we
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