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work together; we might as well just 
do our own thing. George Washington 
cautioned us in his farewell address 
that that would be where human na-
ture would lead us, but this is an insti-
tution that is full of conscientious men 
and women who took an oath to serve 
their constituency and to serve this 
Nation and to serve this Constitution. 

We have an opportunity today, Mr. 
Speaker, not a partisan opportunity, 
not a House or Senate opportunity, but 
an opportunity given to us by the Su-
preme Court of the United States, to 
reset the clock on this relationship. 
For those of us who have always known 
these actions were unconstitutional, I 
confess it is a bit of a validation. For 
those who might have been defending 
this dictatorial action as something 
that was perhaps permitted in some 
small way under this Constitution, 
they now have the certainty that they 
need. Not a 5–4 majority, not a 4–4-1 
plurality, but a 9–0 unanimous decision 
that if we are to move forward in this 
country, we are to move forward to-
gether, with article I, Congress passing 
the law, and article II, the White House 
enforcing the law. 

We can do this, Mr. Speaker, and we 
owe it to the American people to do ex-
actly that. 

With that, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

f 

THE DECLARATION OF 
INDEPENDENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. ROTHFUS) is recognized 
for 36 minutes as the designee of the 
majority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and then submit ex-
traneous materials for the RECORD on 
the topic of this Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, next 

week, on the Fourth of July, we cele-
brate our Nation’s birthday. The Dec-
laration of Independence, signed 238 
years ago, laid the groundwork for the 
greatest Nation in history. The Found-
ers, in the Declaration of Independence 
and our Constitution, created a novel 
system of government, one of the peo-
ple, by the people, and for the people, 
that recognizes God-given unalienable 
rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness. Although the Declaration 
was written over two centuries ago, our 
Founders’ sage words are just as rel-
evant and just as important today, es-
pecially those who work in public serv-
ice. 

As a Pennsylvanian, I am proud that 
the Declaration was signed in Philadel-
phia. It is truly humbling to read these 
important words on the floor of the 

House of Representatives, and I thank 
my colleagues for joining me this 
afternoon: 

In Congress, July 4, 1776. The unanimous 
Declaration of the 13 United States of Amer-
ica, 

When in the Course of human events, it be-
comes necessary for one people to dissolve 
the political bands which have connected 
them with another, and to assume among 
the powers of the Earth, the separate and 
equal station to which the Laws of Nature 
and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent 
respect to the opinions of mankind requires 
that they should declare the causes which 
impel them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness. 
That to secure these rights, Governments 
are instituted among Men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent of the gov-
erned, that whenever any Form of Govern-
ment becomes destructive of these ends, it is 
the Right of the People to alter or to abolish 
it, and to institute new Government, laying 
its foundation on such principles and orga-
nizing its powers in such form, as to them 
shall seem most likely to effect their Safety 
and Happiness. 

Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Govern-
ments long established should not be 
changed for light and transient causes; and 
accordingly all experience hath shewn, that 
mankind are more disposed to suffer, while 
evils are sufferable, than to right themselves 
by abolishing the forms to which they are 
accustomed. But when a long train of abuses 
and usurpations, pursuing invariably the 
same Object evinces a design to reduce them 
under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it 
is their duty, to throw off such government, 
and to provide new Guards for their future 
security. Such has been the patient suffer-
ance of these Colonies; and such is now the 
necessity which constrains them to alter 
their former Systems of Government. The 
history of the present King of Great Britain 
is a history of repeated injuries and 
usurpations, all having in direct object the 
establishment of an absolute Tyranny over 
these States. To prove this, let Facts be sub-
mitted to a candid world. 

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the 
most wholesome and necessary for the public 
good. 

He has forbidden his Governors to pass 
Laws of immediate and pressing importance, 
unless suspended in their operation till his 
Assent should be obtained; and when so sus-
pended, he has utterly neglected to attend to 
them. 

He has refused to pass other Laws for the 
accommodation of large districts of people, 
unless those people would relinquish the 
right of Representation in the Legislature, a 
right inestimable to them and formidable to 
tyrants only. 

He has called together legislative bodies at 
places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant 
from the depository of their public Records, 
for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into 
compliance with his measures. 

He has dissolved Representative Houses re-
peatedly, for opposing with manly firmness 
his invasions on the rights of the people. 

He has refused for a long time, after such 
dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; 
whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of 
Annihilation, have returned to the People at 
large for their exercise; the State remaining 
in the mean time exposed to all the dangers 
of invasion from without, and convulsions 
within. 

He has endeavoured to prevent the popu-
lation of these States, for that purpose ob-

structing the Laws for Naturalization of For-
eigners, refusing to pass others to encourage 
their migrations hither, and raising the con-
ditions of new Appropriations of Lands. 

He has obstructed the Administration of 
Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for 
establishing Judiciary powers. 

For taking away our Charters, abolishing 
our most valuable Laws, and altering fun-
damentally the forms of our Governments. 

For suspending our own Legislatures, and 
declaring themselves invested with power to 
legislate for us in all cases whatsoever. 

He has abdicated Government here, by de-
claring us out of his Protection and waging 
War against us. 

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our 
Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the 
lives of our people. 

He is at this time transporting large Ar-
mies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the 
works of death, desolation and tyranny, al-
ready begun with circumstances of Cruelty 
and perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most 
barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the 
Head of a civilized nation. 

He has constrained our fellow Citizens 
taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms 
against their Country, to become the execu-
tioners of their friends and Brethren, or to 
fall themselves by their Hands. 

I am privileged to be joined here with 
a colleague from the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky, Congressman ANDY BARR, 
from Kentucky’s Sixth District, who 
will continue with the recitation of the 
Declaration. 

Mr. BARR. I thank the gentleman for 
yielding, and to continue the reading of 
the Declaration of Independence: 

He has excited domestic insurrections 
amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on 
the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merci-
less Indian Savages, whose known rule of 
warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of 
all ages, sexes and conditions. 

In every stage of these Oppressions We 
have Petitioned for Redress in the most 
humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have 
been answered only by repeated injury. A 
Prince whose character is thus marked by 
every act which may define a Tyrant, is 
unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 

I yield to my friend from Pennsyl-
vania. 

Mr. ROTHFUS. Joining me is my col-
league from the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, who will continue with 
the recitation of the Declaration, Con-
gressman SCOTT PERRY. 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, I am on 
the House floor, privileged to continue 
with the recitation. 

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to 
our British brethren. We have warned them 
from time to time of attempts by their legis-
lature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdic-
tion over us. We have reminded them of the 
circumstances of our emigration and settle-
ment here. We have appealed to their native 
justice and magnanimity, and we have con-
jured them by the ties of our common kin-
dred to disavow these usurpations, which, 
would inevitably interrupt our connections 
and correspondence. They too have been deaf 
to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. 
We must, therefore, acquiesce in the neces-
sity, which denounces our Separation, and 
hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, 
Enemies in War, in Peace Friends. 

We, therefore, the Representatives of the 
united States of America, in General Con-
gress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme 
Judge of the world for the rectitude of our 
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intentions, do, in the Name, and by Author-
ity of the good People of these Colonies, sol-
emnly publish and declare, That these 
United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be 
Free and Independent States; that they are 
Absolved from all Allegiance to the British 
Crown, and that all political connection be-
tween them and the State of Great Britain, 
is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that 
as Free and Independent States, they have 
full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, con-
tract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to 
do all other Acts and Things which Inde-
pendent States may of right do. And for the 
support of this Declaration, with a firm reli-
ance on the protection of divine Providence, 
we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, 
our Fortunes and our sacred Honor. 

b 1315 
Mr. ROTHFUS. Thank you, Congress-

man PERRY. 
Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues 

for their help in reviewing and reading 
the words of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, the words that birthed our 
Nation. 

As families gather next week to cele-
brate our Nation’s birthday, let us not 
forget these words, and let us not for-
get those who gave all for freedom, 
those in our military, especially those 
who are deployed today in harm’s way. 

May God bless and protect them, and 
may God bless and protect the United 
States of America. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

IMMIGRATION CRISIS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

PERRY). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I would 
just like to direct attention to a 
robocall that was made on behalf of 
one of our Republican colleagues down 
the hall. I really hope that he had 
nothing to do with it because it was 
dishonest, reprehensible, played the 
race card, and attempted to divide peo-
ple, and, in fact, apparently was con-
spiring to try to get people who were 
going to vote for the Democrat in No-
vember to vote for the Republican in 
the Republican primary runoff, which, 
under their State’s law, is not lawful— 
not legal. 

I certainly hope Senator COCHRAN 
had nothing to do with it, but it sounds 
like it helped him win his election. 
This is exactly the kind of thing that 
people in the House or the Senate 
should not be involved in, trying to 
mislead individual voters, trying to 
trick them into voting for them-
selves—because one thing is absolutely 
clear: if it requires trickery, deception, 
dishonesty, manipulation—unfair ma-
nipulation of people in another party 
to violate the law and vote for a par-
ticular candidate, then, very clearly, 
that candidate is not worthy of being 
elected to anything. 

This past weekend, I was down on our 
border between the United States and 
Mexico along the Rio Grande Valley 
and along the Rio Grande River itself. 

I had the impression, from the way 
some stories were written and some 
talk was going, that we actually had a 
situation on our border where people 
would come rushing across the Rio 
Grande River—even if there were law 
enforcement officers, Border Patrol of-
ficers—that it didn’t matter. People 
were just rushing across, so anxious to 
get here. 

Having spent the weekend on the bor-
der, what I learned was that, yes, peo-
ple are very anxious to come into this 
country, but the coyotes that are 
bringing them—from what we learned 
apparently—paid by drug cartels to 
bring people across, those coyotes 
don’t want to bring people across if 
they are going to get caught because 
one thing our Border Patrol and the 
Texas Department of Public Safety 
does very well is, if they catch a coyote 
transporting people illegally across our 
border, for example, in a raft—which is 
apparently the most frequently used 
method of getting larger numbers of 
people across—then they take the raft, 
and they destroy it—normally right 
there in front of the coyote—and help 
destroy his current illegal business. 

The coyotes don’t want to lose their 
rafts, their Jet Skis, or whatever they 
are using to get people illegally across 
the border, so they wait, even into the 
wee hours of the morning, which I was 
there to see firsthand. They don’t want 
to be caught. They will wait until they 
feel like they have got time to get 
across and get back. 

I have also heard plenty of times, 
from friends across the aisle, from peo-
ple outside of Congress, who continue 
to say the same thing—and I know 
they don’t mean to be dishonest, they 
are very honest people—but they keep 
saying they are trying to get away 
from the horrible murders, rapes, and 
terrible situations in their home coun-
tries. 

The thing is, if you look at the crime 
rates in those countries from which 
they come—in Central America, for ex-
ample—you don’t see a tremendous 
dramatic rise in the amount of crime. 
There is not a dramatic increase in 
areas where so many of these people 
are coming from, to come illegally into 
the United States. 

So the question keeps arising: Well, 
then if the murder rate is deplorable or 
horrible as the situation is, if the vio-
lence has not dramatically increased, 
then why has there been such a dra-
matic increase in the number of people 
coming across our border illegally? 

The answer that this administration 
apparently refuses to acknowledge is 
that it is not because of a dramatic in-
crease in violence in Central or South 
America, it is because the word has 
gone out in Central and South America 
that, if you can get to America, you 
will not be sent back. 

In the wee hours Sunday night, Mon-
day morning, there was one group of 
adult women—three adult women, 
some small children. These were very 
honest people. They spoke Spanish. 
They didn’t speak any English. 

Some say: well, I bet they are coming 
from Mexico, and they are being 
coached to say they are from El Sal-
vador, Guatemala, South America, or 
other places. 

These kids could not have been 
coached at their age to say what they 
did. They are very honest people. 

When asked why did they come, the 
immediate answer was: well, we wanted 
these little children to get a good edu-
cation. 

Well, most everybody in the world— 
there are 6 to 7 billion people in the 
world—most want their children to get 
good educations; yet, if we have an in-
flux of even 1 billion people into the 
United States, our country as we knew 
it will be gone. 

It will no longer be a country where 
there is a rule of law, where capital in-
vestment feels safe, because you can’t 
maintain a country unless you have 
the rule of law enforced. You can’t just 
magically, one day, say: okay, now, 
today, we start enforcing the law as it 
is. 

It doesn’t work that way. If you have 
raised a generation or immigrated in a 
generation who believes that you just 
ignore the law when it is inconvenient, 
then you are not, all of a sudden, going 
to have a country that follows the law 
and attempts to enforce it across the 
board. It doesn’t happen. 

I have been told before that, gee, 
there may be a billion, billion and a 
half people in the world that would 
love to come to America. Well, when 
you have just over 300 million people in 
America and you are increasing the 
numbers here by giving out over a mil-
lion visas a year—more than any other 
country in the world, even though you 
have India or China with several times 
more people than we have in America, 
nobody is giving out more visas than 
we are. 

Even though you have a country like 
Mexico that condemns the United 
States for our treatment of people 
coming in even illegally—and even 
those legally—what they don’t bother 
to notice in their massive hypocrisy is 
the way they treat people that legally 
or illegally come into Mexico. 

If we began treating Mexican nation-
als coming in illegally into the United 
States the way Mexico treats American 
citizens, they would be screaming, 
going crazy every day; but it is because 
we are a more fair nation than Mexico 
is. 

Of course, it doesn’t really help Mex-
ico when we have an administration, as 
this one, and a Justice Department, as 
the one run by Attorney General Eric 
Holder, which not only has an effort to 
get 2,000 or so weapons—guns—into the 
hands of criminals in Mexico with drug 
cartels, but then also engages in cov-
ering up evidence of exactly what hap-
pened during that horrible, horrible 
project by the Justice Department that 
actually put a couple thousand guns or 
so in the hands of criminals, resulting 
in deaths that would not have occurred 
otherwise, and yet, still, they cover it 
up. 
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