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was then an ensign in the U.S. Navy, and 
moved to his duty station in Washington, DC. 

The young couple lived in Washington until 
1957 during which time Diana earned an M.A. 
in English Literature from Georgetown Univer-
sity and worked for the Central Intelligence 
Agency. 

In 1957, the couple moved to Houston, 
Texas, when Bill’s father, former Texas Gov-
ernor William P. Hobby, Sr., fell into declining 
health, necessitating Bill Jr. to assume mana-
gerial control of his publication, the ‘‘Houston 
Post.’’ 

Diana Hobby supported and helped her hus-
band greatly during this time, serving as the 
book editor of the Houston Post from 1957 to 
1971. 

While in Houston, Diana Hobby earned her 
Ph.D. in English Literature from Rice Univer-
sity and served as Associate Editor of Studies 
in English Literature from 1979 until her retire-
ment in 1991. 

Diana Hobby, a noted scholar of the great 
Irish poet, William Butler Yeats, had a great 
passion for the English language and lit-
erature. She was a lifelong supporter of librar-
ies and the humanities in Texas. 

Diana Hobby also served on the board of di-
rectors for many organizations such as St. 
John’s School, Memorial Park Conservancy, 
Friends of Hermann Park, Harry Ransom Cen-
ter, Texas Institute of Letters, Chihuahuan 
Desert Research Institute in Alpine, and the 
Wolf Trap Foundation for the Performing Arts 
in Virginia. 

Diana Hobby was also passionate about 
natural beauty and environment conservation. 
She was a founding member for the Lady Bird 
Johnson Wildflower Center and served on the 
selection committee for the Johnson Highway 
Beautification Awards. 

Diana Hobby is survived by her husband of 
60 years, William P. Hobby, Jr.; their four chil-
dren Laura, Paul, Andrew and Kate; and many 
grandchildren. 

Together with her husband, Lt. Governor 
William P. Hobby, Jr., Diana has truly left a 
legacy of excellence in education, in the arts, 
and in literature that continue to yield benefits 
to the Houston community and the State of 
Texas. 

I ask that the House observe a moment of 
silence in memory of my friend, Diana Poteat 
Stallings Hobby, one of the great ladies in the 
history of Texas. 
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Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I rise before you 
today to honor Clifton Sorenson’s service as 
Eau Claire County’s Veterans Service Officer. 
Clifton is a native Wisconsinite from the Chip-
pewa Valley area. After high school, he at-
tended the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, 
majoring in Business Administration, before 
entering the U.S. Air Force. He served honor-
ably in the USAF at four bases in the United 
States and two bases in the Republic of Viet-
nam. 

Clifton devoted much of his time to caring 
for veterans. For four years before joining the 
Wisconsin Department of Veteran Affairs in 
Madison, Wisconsin, Clifton served as the 
Barron County Veterans Service Officer. There 
he provided veterans counseling and informa-
tion for medical, education, and housing bene-
fits—striving to assist veterans and their fami-
lies in any way possible. Additionally, he 
began a special and continuing interest in 
serving the aging, homeless, and incarcerated 
veterans. Clifton would continue those added 
duties for over two decades. 

Since 2000, Clifton has served as Eau 
Claire County’s Veterans Service Officer, 
counseling veterans, active servicemembers, 
dependents, and survivors of veterans on ben-
efits available. As an advocate, he worked ex-
tensively with other veterans’ service offices, 
veterans’ service organizations, and civic or-
ganizations in an effort to provide the best 
service possible to veterans in the Chippewa 
Valley and throughout the State of Wisconsin. 
Clifton is a member of numerous service and 
professional organizations, including the Amer-
ican Legion and the National Coalition for 
Homeless veterans. 

Clifton served on the Veterans Affairs and 
Rehabilitation and Hospital Committees at the 
department level. On the national level he 
served as Vice Chairman of the National For-
eign Relations Council and is a member of the 
National Legislative Council. He has been 
awarded the National Homeless Veterans Out-
reach Award and a National Certificate of Ap-
preciation for his assistance to the homeless 
veteran population. 

It is with great pride that I rise today to rec-
ognize Clifton for his years of service to the 
men and women of our armed services and 
their families, and I congratulate him on his re-
tirement after 14 years of service at the Eau 
Claire County Veterans Service Office. 
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Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Glendale High School senior Spencer 
Haik for being the first Class 4 athlete to win 
the 1,600-meter run state title three years in a 
row. 

Spencer led the race from start to finish and 
finished a full two seconds ahead of the com-
petition. Spencer finished with a personal best 
time of 4 minutes, 9.41 seconds. He also won 
the 3,200-meter state championship. 

Furthermore, I want to congratulate Spencer 
on his win at the Nike Festival of Miles in St. 
Louis on June 5. His time was 4:04.55, which 
is to date the second fastest 1600-meter in the 
Nation this year. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to 
say thank you to Spencer’s coaches, Ron 
Hamilton and Jeff Berryessa, for their dedica-
tion and leadership. 

I wish Spencer the best as he continues his 
track career at Columbia University. 

I am honored to recognize Spencer Haik for 
his Class 4 State Championship in both the 
1,600 and 3,200-meter runs. 

CONGRATULATING CHRISTOPHER 
MURPHY OF MURPHY’S AUTO 
BODY SHOP 
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Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in congratulating Christopher Murphy of Mur-
phy’s Auto Body Shop, the recipient of my 
2014 D.C. Small Business of the Year award. 
The award is given each year to an out-
standing D.C. small business at my annual 
Small Business Fair. I commend Murphy’s 
Auto Body Shop for its accomplishments and 
service to our city. 

Murphy’s Auto Body Shop is a family and 
minority owned small business located in 
Ward 8. During its time in the District, Mur-
phy’s Auto Body Shop has grown to become 
one of the largest auto repair facilities in the 
national capital region. The business prides 
itself on quality craftsmanship, integrity and 
customer service. The business has 28 highly 
skilled, well-trained technicians and support 
staff, who are known for honesty, integrity and 
customer service. Murphy’s understands the 
importance of reliability, timeliness, and hard 
work. 

Christopher Murphy opened Murphy’s Auto 
Body Shop in 1993 in Forestville, Maryland 
along with his father and a small staff. In 
1997, Christopher Murphy, a lifelong resident 
of Ward 7, moved his burgeoning auto body 
shop to his hometown of the District of Colum-
bia—where it remains to this day. 

We are particularly proud that Murphy’s 
Auto Body Shop established itself at an acces-
sible location in the heart of a neighborhood 
east of the Anacostia River. Yet it has at-
tracted official affiliations with multiple insur-
ance companies and towing services. Mur-
phy’s also has performed work in the District 
of Columbia and the region for government 
agencies, such as the General Services Ad-
ministration (GSA), the Federal Protective 
Service (FPS), the D.C. Fire and Emergency 
Medical Services Department, the D.C. De-
partment of Public Works, and Potomac Jobs 
Corps. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in congratulating Christopher 
Murphy and Murphy’s Auto Body Shop as this 
year’s recipient of the 2014 D.C. Small Busi-
ness of the Year award. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I was unavoidably detained on June 
27th and missed roll Nos. 360 through 368. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ 
on roll Nos. 361, 362, 363, 364, 366, and 367. 
I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on roll Nos. 360, 
365, and 368. 
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