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SEC. 2. NONCOMPETITIVE LEASING OF ADJOIN-
ING AREAS FOR DEVELOPMENT OF
GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES.

Section 4(b) of the Geothermal Steam Act
of 1970 (30 U.S.C. 1003(b)) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following:

*“(4) ADJOINING LAND.—

‘‘(A) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph:

‘(i) FAIR MARKET VALUE PER ACRE.—The
term ‘fair market value per acre’ means a
dollar amount per acre that—

““(I) except as provided in this clause, shall
be equal to the market value per acre (tak-
ing into account the determination under
subparagraph (B)(iii) regarding a valid dis-
covery on the adjoining land) as determined
by the Secretary under regulations issued
under this paragraph;

‘“(IT) shall be determined by the Secretary
with respect to a lease under this paragraph,
by not later than the end of the 180-day pe-
riod beginning on the date the Secretary re-
ceives an application for the lease; and

“‘(IIT) shall be not less than the greater of—

‘‘(aa) 4 times the median amount paid per
acre for all land leased under this Act during
the preceding year; or

“(bb) $50.

¢“(ii) INDUSTRY STANDARDS.—The term ‘in-
dustry standards’ means the standards by
which a qualified geothermal professional as-
sesses whether downhole or flowing tempera-
ture measurements with indications of per-
meability are sufficient to produce energy
from geothermal resources, as determined
through flow or injection testing or measure-
ment of lost circulation while drilling.

“‘(iii) QUALIFIED FEDERAL LAND.—The term
‘qualified Federal land’ means land that is
otherwise available for leasing under this
Act.

“(iv) QUALIFIED GEOTHERMAL PROFES-
SIONAL.—The term ‘qualified geothermal pro-
fessional’ means an individual who is an en-
gineer or geoscientist in good professional
standing with at least b years of experience
in geothermal exploration, development, or
project assessment.

‘“(V) QUALIFIED LESSEE.—The term ‘quali-
fied lessee’ means a person that may hold a
geothermal lease under this Act (including
applicable regulations).

‘(vi) VALID DISCOVERY.—The term ‘valid
discovery’ means a discovery of a geo-
thermal resource by a new or existing slim
hole or production well, that exhibits
downhole or flowing temperature measure-
ments with indications of permeability that
are sufficient to meet industry standards.

‘“(B) AUTHORITY.—An area of qualified Fed-
eral land that adjoins other land for which a
qualified lessee holds a legal right to develop
geothermal resources may be available for a
noncompetitive lease under this section to
the qualified lessee at the fair market value
per acre, if—

‘(i) the area of qualified Federal land—

“(I) consists of not less than 1 acre and not
more than 640 acres; and

‘“(IT) is not already leased under this Act or
nominated to be leased under subsection (a);

‘‘(ii) the qualified lessee has not previously
received a noncompetitive lease under this
paragraph in connection with the valid dis-
covery for which data has been submitted
under clause (iii)(I); and

‘“(iii) sufficient geological and other tech-
nical data prepared by a qualified geo-
thermal professional has been submitted by
the qualified lessee to the applicable Federal
land management agency that would lead in-
dividuals who are experienced in the subject
matter to believe that—

“(I) there is a wvalid discovery of geo-
thermal resources on the land for which the
qualified lessee holds the legal right to de-
velop geothermal resources; and
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‘“(IT) that thermal feature extends into the
adjoining areas.

‘“(C) DETERMINATION OF
VALUE.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall—

‘“(I) publish a notice of any request to lease
land under this paragraph;

‘“(ITI) determine fair market value for pur-
poses of this paragraph in accordance with
procedures for making those determinations
that are established by regulations issued by
the Secretary;

‘“(IIT) provide to a qualified lessee and pub-
lish, with an opportunity for public comment
for a period of 30 days, any proposed deter-
mination under this subparagraph of the fair
market value of an area that the qualified
lessee seeks to lease under this paragraph;
and

“(IV) provide to the qualified lessee and
any adversely affected party the opportunity
to appeal the final determination of fair
market value in an administrative pro-
ceeding before the applicable Federal land
management agency, in accordance with ap-
plicable law (including regulations).

‘“(ii) LIMITATION ON NOMINATION.—After
publication of a notice of request to lease
land under this paragraph, the Secretary
may not accept under subsection (a) any
nomination of the land for leasing unless the
request has been denied or withdrawn.

‘(iii) ANNUAL RENTAL.—For purposes of
section 5(a)(3), a lease awarded under this
paragraph shall be considered a lease award-
ed in a competitive lease sale.

‘(D) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 270
days after the date of enactment of the Geo-
thermal Production Expansion Act of 2013,
the Secretary shall issue regulations to
carry out this paragraph.’.
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THE CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO
CANAL NATIONAL HISTORICAL
PARK COMMISSION EXTENSION
ACT

The Senate proceeded to consider the
bill (S. 476) to amend the Chesapeake
and Ohio Canal Development Act to ex-
tend to the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal
National Historical Park Commission,
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, with an amendment to strike
all after the enacting clause and insert
in lieu thereof the following:

The committee substitute was agreed
to.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading, read the third time,
and passed.

The bill, as amended, is as follows:

[Insert the part printed in italic]

S. 476

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO CANAL NA-

TIONAL HISTORICAL PARK COMMIS-
SION.

The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National
Historical Park Commission (referred to in this
Act as the ‘““Commission’’) is authorized in ac-
cordance with the provisions of section 6 of the
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Development Act
(16 U.S.C. 410y—4), except that the Commission
shall terminate 10 years after the date of enact-
ment of this Act.

——
SAN JUAN COUNTY FEDERAL
LAND CONVEYANCE ACT

The Senate proceeded to consider the
bill (S. 609) to authorize the Secretary
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of the Interior to convey certain Fed-
eral land in San Juan County, New
Mexico, and for other purposes, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, with
amendments; as follows:

(The parts of the bill intended to be
stricken are shown in boldface brack-
ets and the parts of the bill intended to
be inserted are shown in italics.)

The committee amendments were
agreed to.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading, read the third time,
and passed.

The bill, as amended, is as follows:

[Insert the part printed in italic]

S. 609

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“San Juan
County Federal Land Conveyance Act”.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) FEDERAL LAND.—The term ‘‘Federal
land” means the approximately 19 acres of
[Federal landl Federal surface estate gen-
erally depicted as ‘‘Lands Authorized for
Conveyance’ on the map.

(2) LANDOWNER.—The term ‘landowner’”’
means the plaintiffs in the case styled
Blancett v. United States Department of the
Interior, et al., No. 10-cv-00254-JAP-KBM,
United States District Court for the District
of New Mexico.

(3) MAP.—The term ‘‘map’’ means the map
entitled ‘““‘San Juan County Land Convey-
ance’ and dated June 20, 2012.

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(6) STATE.—The term ‘‘State” means the
State of New Mexico.

SEC. 3. CONVEYANCE OF CERTAIN FEDERAL
LAND IN SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW
MEXICO.

(a) IN GENERAL.—On request of the land-
owner, the Secretary shall, under such terms
and conditions as the Secretary may pre-
scribe and subject to valid existing rights, con-
vey to the landowner all right, title, and in-
terest of the United States in and to any por-
tion of the Federal land (including any im-
provements or appurtenances to the Federal
land) by sale.

(b) SURVEY; ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—

(1) SURVEY.—The exact acreage and legal
description of the Federal land to be con-
veyed under subsection (a) shall be deter-
mined by a survey approved by the Sec-
retary.

(2) CosTs.—The administrative costs asso-
ciated with the conveyance shall be paid by
the landowner.

(c) CONSIDERATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—As consideration for the
conveyance of the Federal land under sub-
section (a), the landowner shall pay to the
Secretary an amount equal to the fair mar-
ket value of the Federal land conveyed, as
determined under paragraph (2).

(2) APPRAISAL.—The fair market value of
any Federal land that is conveyed under sub-
section (a) shall be determined by an ap-
praisal acceptable to the Secretary that is
performed in accordance with—

(A) the Uniform Appraisal Standards for
Federal Land Acquisitions;

(B) the Uniform Standards of Professional
Appraisal Practice; and

(C) any other applicable law (including reg-
ulations).

(d) DISPOSITION AND USE OF PROCEEDS.—
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