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(4) calls on the Government of the People’s
Republic of China to withdraw its Hai Yang
Shi You 981 (HD-981) drilling rig and associ-
ated maritime forces from their current po-
sitions, to refrain from maritime maneuvers
contrary to COLREGS, and to return imme-
diately to the status quo as it existed before
May 1, 2014.

SEC. 2. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

It is the policy of the United States to—

(1) reaffirm its unwavering commitment
and support for allies and partners in the
Asia-Pacific region, including longstanding
United States policy regarding Article V of
the United States-Philippines Mutual De-
fense Treaty and that Article V of the
United States-Japan Mutual Defense Treaty
applies to the Japanese-administered
Senkaku Islands;

(2) oppose claims that impinge on the
rights, freedoms, and lawful use of the sea
that belong to all nations;

(3) urge all parties to refrain from engag-
ing in destabilizing activities, including ille-
gal occupation or efforts to unlawfully assert
administration over disputed claims;

(4) ensure that disputes are managed with-
out intimidation, coercion, or force;

(5) call on all claimants to clarify or adjust
claims in accordance with international law;

(6) support efforts by ASEAN and the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China to develop an effec-
tive Code of Conduct, including the ‘‘early
harvest’” of agreed-upon elements in the
Code of Conduct that can be implemented
immediately;

(7) reaffirm that an existing body of inter-
national rules and guidelines, including the
International Regulations for Preventing
Collisions at Sea, done at London October 12,
1972 (COLREGs), is sufficient to ensure the
safety of navigation between the United
States Armed Forces and the forces of other
countries, including the People’s Republic of
China;

(8) support the development of regional in-
stitutions and bodies, including the ASEAN
Regional Forum, the ASEAN Defense Min-
ister’s Meeting Plus, the East Asia Summit,
and the expanded ASEAN Maritime Forum,
to build practical cooperation in the region
and reinforce the role of international law;

(9) encourage the adoption of mechanisms
such as hotlines or emergency procedures for
preventing incidents in sensitive areas, man-
aging them if they occur, and preventing dis-
putes from escalating;

(10) fully support the rights of claimants to
exercise rights they may have to avail them-
selves of peaceful dispute settlement mecha-
nisms;

(11) encourage claimants not to undertake
new unilateral attempts to change the status
quo since the signing of the 2002 Declaration
of Conduct, including not asserting adminis-
trative measures or controls in disputed
areas in the South China Sea;

(12) encourage the deepening of partner-
ships with other countries in the region for
maritime domain awareness and capacity
building, as well as efforts by the United
States Government to explore the develop-
ment of appropriate multilateral mecha-
nisms for a ‘‘common operating picture’ in
the South China Sea that would serve to
help countries avoid destabilizing behavior
and deter risky and dangerous activities; and

(13) assure the continuity of operations by
the United States in the Asia-Pacific region,
including, when appropriate, in cooperation
with partners and allies, to reaffirm the
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principle of freedom of operations in inter-
national waters and airspace in accordance
with established principles and practices of
international law.

SEC. 3. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this resolution shall be con-
strued as a declaration of war or authoriza-
tion to use force.

—
HEALTH CARE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I want to
take just a little bit of time to say a
few things about the health care bill.
The shrill cries from the other side
have lessened in recent weeks, and ob-
viously for good reason. The New York
Times reports today—I won’t read the
whole column but I will read quite a
bit.

It says less than ‘15 percent of adults
younger than 65 now lack health insur-
ance, down from 20 percent before the
Affordable Care Act rolled out in Janu-
ary.”

In fact, we have information from the
Gallup organization today that came
out after this New York Times article
that the rate is down to 13.4 percent. It
is the lowest quarterly average re-
corded since Gallup began tracking the
percentage of uninsured Americans.
That is pretty good.

The Gallup poll says:

The uninsured rate has decreased sharply
since the Affordable Care Act’s requirement
for most Americans to have health insurance
went into effect beginning 2014.

So in the fourth quarter of 2013 the
average was 17.1 percent, and now it is
down to 13.4. This is remarkable.

Carrying on with the information
from the New York Times, people who
got new coverage—we heard all the
cries about how upset people were with
the new health insurance, but they are
very happy with the new product; 73
percent of the people who bought
health care plans and 80 percent of
those who signed up for Medicaid said
they were either very satisfied or
somewhat satisfied. That is 73 percent
with their new health insurance; 74
percent of newly insured Republicans
like their plans; 77 percent of people
who had insurance before, including
members of the much-publicized group
whose plans got cancelled last year,
were happy with their new coverage.

A survey also said that a majority of
people are using their new insurance.
They like it. They are glad they have
it.

People who have the insurance are
going to a doctor, they are going to the
hospital, and most people seeking new
primary care doctors found the process
easy and had to wait less than 2 weeks
for an appointment. Sixty percent said
they wouldn’t have been able to afford
the care without the new coverage.

These statistics are really stag-
gering.

The article closes by saying:
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There is a reason to think that the good
feelings may linger. ... An Associated
Press poll in January found that 73 percent
of all Americans with insurance before the
rollout of the law were satisfied.

So we are doing overall very well. My
Republican colleagues come to the
floor and say: Oh, this is just awful,
people are so upset.

It simply is not true.

This is not my opinion. It is statis-
tics and facts.

———

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, JULY 14,
2014

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate
completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 2 p.m. on Monday, July 14,
2014; that following the prayer and
pledge, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the morning hour be
deemed expired, and the time for the
two leaders be reserved for their use
later in the day; that following any
leader remarks, the Senate be in a pe-
riod of morning business until 6 p.m.,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

PROGRAM

Mr. REID. There will be no rollcall
votes during Monday’s session of the
Senate. The next rollcall vote will
begin at 12 noon on Tuesday, July 15,
2014. Those will be cloture votes on the
Bay and LaFleur nominations to be
members of the Federal Energy and
Regulatory Commission.

—————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY,
JULY 14, 2014, AT 2 P.M.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that
it adjourn under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:53 p.m., adjourned until Monday,
July 14, 2014, at 2 p.m.

———

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate July 10, 2014:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DOUGLAS ALAN SILLIMAN, OF TEXAS, A CAREER MEM-
BER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MIN-
ISTER-COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA TO THE STATE OF KUWAIT.

DANA SHELL SMITH, OF VIRGINIA, A CAREER MEMBER
OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MINISTER-
COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO THE STATE OF QATAR.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

SHAUN L. S. DONOVAN, OF NEW YORK, TO BE DIRECTOR
OF THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET.
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