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We use the rhetoric of jobs an awful 

lot around here in Congress. Now is the 
time to take a powerful stand for U.S. 
jobs and U.S. workers. Actions speak 
louder than words. I urge my col-
leagues to support the reauthorization 
of the Export-Import Bank. 
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COMMEMORATING THE MEMORY 
AND HEROIC SACRIFICE OF 
STATEN ISLAND FIREMAN LIEU-
TENANT GORDON ‘‘MATT’’ 
AMBELAS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. GRIMM) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GRIMM. Mr. Speaker, it is with a 
heavy heart but also with a swelling of 
pride that I rise before this House 
today to honor the memory and the he-
roic sacrifice of one of the FDNY’s 
bravest—Lieutenant Gordon ‘‘Matt’’ 
Ambelas. 

Lieutenant Ambelas, a veteran Stat-
en Island fireman with 14 years of dis-
tinguished service, tragically gave his 
life this past Fourth of July weekend. 
He was attempting to rescue victims 
trapped in a horrific blaze in Brooklyn. 

Lieutenant Ambelas leaves behind a 
devoted wife and two beautiful girls. 
He is New York’s first firefighter to 
fall in the line of duty since 2012. While 
a family and a community mourn the 
excruciating loss of one of their finest 
native sons—one of their most dedi-
cated protectors—Lieutenant Ambelas 
is a testament to the uncommon cour-
age and sacrifice at the very core of the 
entire FDNY family and to the 
harrowing dangers they face in keeping 
America’s greatest city safe every day. 

Lieutenant Ambelas died after 
searching the 19th floor of a burning 
Brooklyn housing complex, determined 
to leave no innocent victim behind, as 
the flames spread rapidly from floor to 
floor. Undaunted by the danger that 
would have melted the courage of most 
any man, Matt faced it, undeterred, 
head on. 

So I join all of my constituents in 
Brooklyn, on Staten Island, and all 
New Yorkers in acknowledging the im-
mense debt of gratitude we all owe to 
Matt and his brothers in the FDNY, 
who put our safety above their own day 
in and day out. 

While standing among those hon-
oring Lieutenant Ambelas at his fu-
neral on Staten Island last week, I was 
humbled by the incredible valor of 
Matt’s actions. We watched as Matt’s 
brothers in uniform, especially the 
Beach Boys of Ladder 81 on Staten Is-
land and the Hooper Street Gang of 
Ladder 119 in Brooklyn, paid their final 
respects to the fallen hero. Seeing 
firsthand the mixture of strength and 
despair on their faces, I saw Matt’s 
wife, Nanette, and their beautiful 
daughters, Giovanna and Gabriella. 
This was a very stark reminder that 
not only do we owe an enormous debt 
of gratitude to fallen heroes like Matt 
but also to the loving families that 
bear the immeasurable sacrifice right 
along with them. 

When our Nation was viciously at-
tacked on 9/11, 343 FDNY firefighters 
gave their lives. Since then, 18 more, 
including Matt, have fallen in the line 
of duty. Each loss, while a weight on 
our hearts, adds yet another angel to 
that storied brotherhood of heroes. I 
ask all of my colleagues to join me in 
the remembrance and commemoration 
of a true American hero in every sense 
of the word. 

May God bless Lieutenant Ambelas. 
May He bring comfort to his young 
family. May He protect all of our brave 
FDNY firefighters, and may the noble 
sacrifice enshrined in Matt’s memory 
never be forgotten. 

To you, Nanette, please know that 
you, Gia, and Gabby are in my 
thoughts, in my prayers, and my heart 
is broken for your enormous loss. 
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PAWS FOR CELEBRATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Massachusetts (Ms. CLARK) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, Harry Truman famously said 
that if you want a friend in Wash-
ington, get a dog, and I can tell you 
that many of our Nation’s animal shel-
ters and rescue groups would be more 
than happy to introduce you to a new 
friend. 

Between 5 and 7 million companion 
animals enter animal shelters nation-
wide every year, and the hardworking 
individuals at these shelters and res-
cues try to make sure that each of 
these animals makes its way to a for-
ever home. 

I have been so fortunate that my en-
tire life I have had rescue dogs as part 
of my family. As a girl, it was Scotty 
Daisy. As a newlywed, my husband and 
I adopted Samantha and Walter, and as 
a family, with my three sons, we wel-
comed Bison into our family. 

I want to honor the hard work of vol-
unteers and staff at animal shelters 
and rescue groups across the Nation, 
and I encourage my colleagues to join 
me today at this year’s Paws for Cele-
bration event on Capitol Hill. 

This event, sponsored by the ASPCA 
and hosted by the Congressional Ani-
mal Protection Caucus, will feature 
adoptable dogs and cats from shelters 
and rescues from around the Wash-
ington, D.C., area. 

It will be a great opportunity for 
Members of Congress to take a moment 
and thank the shelter and rescue com-
munity for their hard work and dedica-
tion to our Nation’s homeless pets. 

Who knows? You might even find 
that friend in Washington you have 
been looking for. 
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HAMAS AGGRESSION FORCES 
ISRAEL TO DEFEND ITSELF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Pennsylvania (Mr. PERRY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, 400 rocket 
attacks from Gaza in the past 3 
weeks—Israel has made several at-
tempts to defuse the issue and the situ-
ation. 

This is how Hamas responded: ‘‘We 
will not agree to quiet in exchange for 
quiet. If Israel does not agree to our de-
mands, I expect we will continue this 
battle.’’ 

Can you imagine that? Demands from 
Hamas that Israel not respond to rock-
et attacks. That is the only way you 
will get quiet for quiet between Israel 
and Hamas. 

Now, we all know where this recent 
exchange started. On June 12, the ab-
duction and subsequent murder of 
three Israeli teenagers, suspected by 
Hamas members, inflamed the situa-
tion, and then it was pushed over the 
edge by a murder of a Palestinian boy 
by Jewish extremists, Mr. Speaker. 

There is a difference between how 
both sides act. From the Israeli Prime 
Minister, ‘‘I unequivocally condemn 
the murder of a Palestinian youth in 
Jerusalem. Murder, riots, incitement, 
vigilantism—they have no place in our 
democracy.’’ 

Israel quickly tracked down and ar-
rested the teens’ suspected murderers— 
tracked them down and arrested them 
and is prosecuting them. 

What is the response from Hamas? 
What is the like response? In response, 
they launched nearly 400 rockets at 
Israel since June 14. For a month, this 
has been going on—into their popu-
lation centers, not into military tar-
gets, Mr. Speaker, but population cen-
ters. 

Now, last week, I attended a briefing 
with Israeli Ambassador Ron Dermer 
to discuss the ongoing operation in 
Gaza, and one of the things I found in-
teresting was all the members that 
were there from Israel had on their 
phones an application which sounded 
an air raid siren every time one sound-
ed in Israel. We could scarcely get 
through the briefing because they were 
just continually going off all around 
the room. 

I imagined myself in my hometown, 
hunkered down in my basement 
against a rocket attack. No civilization 
should live this way. 

Interestingly enough, we viewed sur-
veillance video of Hamas members 
using their own people as human 
shields. The Israelis actually send a 
warning shot—this is the building we 
are going to hit, this is where you are 
making rockets, and we are going to 
attack it next. 

You would think that people would 
run from the building, knowing it is 
going to be blown up, but what does 
Hamas do? They send people, Mr. 
Speaker, to the building. 

I would remind everybody the respon-
sibility for civilian casualties, when 
those civilians are used as human 
shields, lies with the party that delib-
erately places them at risk, namely, 
Hamas. 
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