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and Julia Miranda who has ably led the
National Park Service with tireless en-
ergy and unwavering commitment for a
decade.

I also want to commend President
Santos for his decision last week to
protect the Estrella Fluvial de Infrida
under the Ramsar Convention on Wet-
lands. This is one of the most impor-
tant reserves of fresh water in the
world, covering an area larger than
Florida’s Everglades. It is home to 415
of Colombia’s bird species and 470 fish
species, so this designation will play a
crucial role in protecting Colombia’s
biodiversity for future generations.

Coupled with last year’s doubling in
size of the extraordinary Chiribiquete
National Park, these steps to protect
Colombia’s natural environment will
be even more important if a peace
agreement is signed that ushers in a
period of greater security. While Co-
lombia’s oil and coal reserves are finite
and their extraction can cause lasting
social and environmental harm, Colom-
bia’s national parks offer limitless eco-
tourism potential that over the long
term can bring far greater benefits to
the country.

————

CONGRESSIONAL RESEARCH
SERVICE CENTENNIAL

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, there is
no shortage of questions facing Con-
gress today, and when Members and
their staffs need additional informa-
tion or detailed research on these com-
plex topics, we often turn to the dedi-
cated analysts at the Congressional Re-
search Service, CRS. Today marks the
100th anniversary of CRS, and in the
last century it has grown to become
one of the most valued resources on
Capitol Hill.

Informed decisions are better deci-
sions for the American people and for
the Nation. The Congressional Re-
search Service provides research mate-
rials, historical snapshots, and con-
fidential memoranda that help Mem-
bers of Congress and their staffs pre-
pare for debates on vital—and some-
times historic—issues. The office also
provides often insightful briefings for
Members of Congress and their staffs.
Publicly, the office provides summaries
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of ©proposed legislation, available
through the useful Thomas.gov
website. In certain instances, the CRS
provides useful research tools which
Members are able to make available to
the public.

One such example was a report that
the Congressional Research Service
produced earlier this year at my re-
quest. Vermont is wrestling with how
to effectively combat opiate abuse in
our very rural State. Our State has
taken a community-based approach to
the issue, involving not only law en-
forcement and health providers, but
also faith leaders, local officials, busi-
ness owners, and nonprofit advocacy
groups. In March, I was pleased to take
the Senate Judiciary Committee to
Vermont to hear firsthand how these
approaches are having an impact in ad-
dressing addiction in the State. But
equally important to Vermont is know-
ing how other States are dealing with
heroin and opioid abuse. The Congres-
sional Research Service prepared a use-
ful document, ‘“‘Prevention and Treat-
ment of Heroin and Other Opioid Abuse
in the States,” which helped illustrate
how other States are dealing with ad-
diction.

Analysts for CRS include subject
matter experts in such issue areas as
American law; domestic social policy;
foreign affairs; defense and trade; gov-
ernment and finance and resources; and
science and industry. I have in the past
supported efforts to make many of the
reports produced by the CRS available
to the public. It is an effort I continue
to support. I believe students, research-
ers, and our constituents would benefit
from access to this useful information.

In the 100 years since Congress estab-
lished the Legislative Reference Serv-
ice, the small office has evolved into
the Congressional Research Service of
today, which encompasses a staff of 600
analysts, lawyers, information profes-
sionals, and management and infra-
structure support staff. On the occa-
sion of its 100th anniversary, I thank
the dedicated staff of the Congressional
Research  Service—both past and
present—for their public service and
commitment to fulfilling the office’s
core value of providing objective and
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nonpartisan evaluations of policy mat-
ters to Congress.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
recognize the Congressional Research
Service, CRS. The CRS is celebrating
its centennial this week.

Established as the Legislative Ref-
erence Service in 1914, the CRS has
been assisting Members of Congress in
their legislative work by providing ref-
erence information and nonpartisan
policy analysis for 100 years.

I wish to thank the diligent and pro-
fessional staff of the CRS that provide
an invaluable service to Congress.

———

BUDGETARY REVISIONS

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, sec-
tions 114(d) and 116(c) of the Bipartisan
Budget Act of 2013, allow the chairman
of the Senate Budget Committee to re-
vise the allocations, aggregates, and
levels for a number of deficit-neutral
reserve funds. These reserve funds were
incorporated into the Bipartisan Budg-
et Act by reference to S. Con. Res. 8,
the Senate-passed budget resolution for
2014. Among these sections is a ref-
erence to section 319 of S. Con. Res. 8,
which establishes a deficit-neutral re-
serve fund for terrorism risk insurance.
The authority to adjust enforceable
levels in the Senate for terrorism risk
insurance is contingent on that legisla-
tion not increasing the deficit over ei-
ther the period of the total of fiscal
years 2014 through 2019 or the period of
the total of fiscal years 2014 through
2024.

I find that S. 2244, the Terrorism
Risk Insurance Program Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2014, as reported on June 23,
2014, fulfills the conditions of the def-
icit-neutral reserve fund for terrorism
risk insurance. Therefore, pursuant to
sections 114(d) and 116(c) of H. J. Res.
59, I am adjusting the budgetary aggre-
gates, as well as the allocation to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

I ask unanimous consent that the fol-
lowing tables detailing the revisions be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

BUDGETARY AGGREGATES—PURSUANT TO SECTION 116 OF THE BIPARTISAN BUDGET ACT OF 2013 AND SECTION 311 OF THE CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET ACT OF 1974

$s in millions

2015 2015-19 2015-24

Current Budgetary Aggregates:*
Spending:
Budget Authority

2,940,093 n/a n/a

Outlays

3,004,206 n/a

Revenue

n/a
2,533,388 13,882,333 31,202,135

Adjustments Made Pursuant to Sections 114(d) and 116(c) of the Bipartisan Budget Act:**Spending:Budget Authority

Spending:
Budget Authority

120 n/a n/a

Outlays

120 n/a n/a

Revenue

0 1,770 4,000

Revised Budgetary Aggregates:Spending:Budget Authority
Spending:
Budget Authority

2,940,213 n/a n/a

Outlays

3,004,326 n/a n/a

Revenue

2,533,388 13,884,103 31,206,135

n/a = Not applicable. Appropriations for fiscal years 2016—2024 will be determined by future sessions of Congress and enforced through future Congressional budget resolutions.
*The levels for “Current Budgetary Aggregates” include a disaster cap adjustment made on 6/16/2014 for the Committee on Appropriations.
**Adjustments made pursuant to sections 114(d) and 116(c) of the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2013, which incorporate by reference section 319 of S. Con. Res. 8, as passed by the Senate. Section 319 establishes a deficit-neutral re-

serve fund for terrorism risk insurance.
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