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fields—science, technology, engineer-
ing, and math—especially as more than 
60 percent of U.S. employers face dif-
ficulties finding qualified workers in 
the STEM fields, it is essential that we 
support education in the STEM fields 
to remain competitive in a 21st century 
global economy. 

That is why I have introduced the In-
novative STEM Networks Act, which 
will establish a grant program for 
school districts to create partnerships 
with universities, business, and local 
nonprofits to support learning in the 
STEM fields. 

Schools like FIU, Miami Dade Col-
lege, and the University of Miami have 
dedicated resources to ensuring their 
students have a strong foundation in 
STEM subjects, and my bill will rep-
licate this success for students pre-
paring to enter college or the work-
force. 

I urge my colleagues to work with 
me to create jobs and spur economic 
growth by supporting STEM education. 

f 

MAYO CLINIC NAMED BEST 
HOSPITAL 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Madam Speaker, I 
just want to congratulate the Mayo 
Clinic on being named the best hospital 
in the country by U.S. News & World 
Report, beating out nearly 5,000 med-
ical centers nationwide. 

U.S. News & World Report takes into 
account several factors, such as sur-
vival rates, technology, patient safety, 
and physician surveys. This was the 
first time the Mayo Clinic has been 
awarded the top prize, beating out 
other outstanding facilities like Massa-
chusetts General and Johns Hopkins 
Hospital. 

The Mayo Clinic is the largest inte-
grated nonprofit group practice in the 
world, attracting people from all 50 
States and 150 different countries. In 
addition to providing patients with un-
paralleled care, the Mayo Clinic en-
gages in cutting-edge research, com-
munity outreach, and the education of 
the next generation of medical profes-
sionals. 

Madam Speaker, I just want to com-
mend the Mayo Clinic’s commitment 
to providing high-quality care for its 
patients, and I congratulate them on 
this well-deserved distinction and rec-
ognition. 

f 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, 
my community has experienced over 
the last couple of weeks senseless hor-
rific violence done with guns, wrapped 
and intertwined with domestic vio-
lence. 

First, I offer my sympathy to Cassidy 
Stay, who lost six members of her fam-

ily at the hands of a gun and an indi-
vidual who was coming to do harm to 
her aunt; and then to the family of 
Candace Williams, whose three chil-
dren—7-year-old Neira, 1-year-old 
Paris, and 6-year-old Torian—watched 
their mother gunned down in her bed-
room with baby Paris, 1-year old, sleep-
ing alongside her mother; and of 
course, the Stay family—Katie and 
Stephen, Bryan, Emily, Rebecca, and 
Zach—who lost their lives at the hand 
of a violent individual who was, as I 
said, coming to do harm to his own ex- 
wife. 

It is time to raise the understanding 
of domestic violence. Today, at a press 
conference in Houston, we announced 
the Candace Way Out, so that women 
all over America would be able to know 
there are places to go. 

I intend, Madam Speaker, to intro-
duce legislation to enhance the penalty 
for anyone involved in domestic vio-
lence that uses a gun that results in 
the death of that loved one. Madam 
Speaker, violence, guns, and domestic 
violence must end. 

Madam Speaker, it is with a heavy heart 
that I rise to speak to a tragedy resulting from 
another senseless act of domestic violence in 
my congressional district. 

My thoughts and prayers go out to the 
friends and relatives of Candace Williams, es-
pecially her three young children, 6–year-old 
Torian, 7-year-old Neira, and 1-year-old Paris, 
who were left without parents following the 
murder of their mother who was killed by their 
stepfather before taking his own life. 

A few days earlier, Stephen Stay, his wife 
Katie, and their four children—Bryan, 13, 
Emily, 9, Rebecca, 6, and Zach, 4 were bru-
tally shot and killed in their suburban Houston 
home by the ex-husband of Katie Stay’s sister. 

I offer my deepest sympathies and condo-
lences to Cassidy Stay, the sole survivor of 
this horrific crime but who is also a hero for 
leading the authorities to the perpetrator of 
this crime. 

It is imperative that we come together in 
strong support of a broad and comprehensive 
strategy to address the causes and effects of 
gun violence when domestic violence is in-
volved. 

Weighing heavily on our hearts and con-
sciences is the fact that an estimated 46 mil-
lion children in our country are exposed to vio-
lence each year through crime, abuse and 
trauma. 

Domestic violence is the willful intimidation, 
physical assault, battery, sexual assault, or 
other abusive behavior perpetrated by a family 
member or intimate partner against another. 

It is an epidemic affecting individuals in 
Houston and across the nation, regardless of 
age, economic status, race, religion, nation-
ality or educational background. 

Violence against women is often accom-
panied by emotionally abusive and controlling 
behavior, and thus is part of a systematic pat-
tern of dominance and control. 

Domestic violence results in physical injury, 
psychological trauma—and as we have seen 
in Houston—too often in death. 

The emotional, physical, and psychological 
damage caused by domestic violence can last 
a lifetime. Consider the following facts: 

1. One in four women will experience do-
mestic violence in her lifetime 

2. Historically, females have been most 
often victimized by someone they knew. 

3. There were 187,811 incidents of family vi-
olence in Texas in 2010. 

4. There were 120 domestic homicides in 
2010 as a result of domestic violence of which 
43% were committed by a spouse and 24% 
were committed by a dating partner. 

In the United States, 9,146 people were 
killed by firearms in 2011 a number 223 times 
greater than the United Kingdom, which expe-
rienced only 41 homicides by firearm. 

Homicide rates in the United States are 6.9 
times higher than the combined rates in 22 
most populous high-income countries. 

Madam Speaker, we must begin discussing 
common-sense steps we can take right now to 
combat gun violence. 

As a member of the Judiciary Committee 
and the House Gun Violence Prevention Task 
Force, I have introduced H.R. 65, the Child 
Gun Safety and Gun Access Prevention Act 
and other legislation to reduce the incidence 
of gun violence. 

Changing a culture of violence will not hap-
pen overnight but that is no excuse for failing 
to try. We must try. We must not give up. 

I urge all of my colleagues to join me in re-
doubling our commitment protect our children 
and our communities from domestic violence. 

I ask the House to observe a moment of si-
lence in memory of the victims of domestic vi-
olence everywhere. 

f 

MAKE IT IN AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GARAMENDI) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
minority leader. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, 
when talking on the floor, presenting 
legislation, it is always good to have a 
compass, so you can have some sense of 
where you are going and what it is all 
about. 

This is one I often bring to the floor 
when we talk about the issues of the 
day. This is from FDR—Franklin Dela-
no Roosevelt—and he said the ‘‘test of 
our progress is not whether we add 
more to the abundance of those who 
have much; it is whether we provide 
enough for those who have too little.’’ 

It is a compass, and it is a way of 
judging progress or a lack of progress, 
and we seem to have more of the latter 
than the former. We have much to do if 
we are going to add to those who have 
little. 

In America, the American middle 
class, the working men and women, the 
families who raise their children try to 
buy a home, a car, maybe take a vaca-
tion—they have been struggling for the 
last 20 years. It has been tough. They 
have not seen income growth. 

The statistics are stark and clear. 
The middle class of America has stag-
nated, and, in fact, it has shrunk, as 
more and more Americans have fallen 
into the lower income class. 

There is something we can do about 
it, and we, Democrats, intend to do 
just that. We want to jump-start the 
middle class. We want to put in place 
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