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Americans quickly found out or are
still finding out almost 10 months
later, shopping on the exchanges is a
lot more like the world’s most night-
marish experience with the DMV.

ObamaCare is failing Americans, and
so is the Obama economy. Instead of
focusing on making things better,
Democrats are focused on trying to get
reelected in November.

Republicans have solutions to the
challenges facing the American peo-
ple—solutions such as approving the
Keystone Pipeline and the tens of thou-
sands of jobs it would support; repeal-
ing the ObamaCare 30-hour workweek
provision, which is slashing employees’
hours and wages; stopping the job-kill-
ing national energy tax which will
eliminate hundreds of thousands of
jobs and drive up Americans’ energy
bills; enacting trade promotion author-
ity to open new markets to American
farmers, workers, and businesses; re-
pealing the medical device tax which is
costing American jobs and increasing
the cost of health care; and passing
real health care reform—the kind that
will lower costs, increase choice, and
put Americans back in charge of their
health care. If Democrats were serious
about helping American families, they
would be working with us on these pri-
orities instead of tying up the Senate
with partisan legislation, and they
would be taking up the 40 House-passed
jobs bills currently gathering dust on
the majority leader’s desk.

Every day the Senate spends on de-
signed-to-fail bills, designed-to-fail leg-
islation—bills we know aren’t going
anywhere—is a day the Senate is not
spending on bills to provide real relief
to the American people.

It is high time for Democrats to stop
wasting time on partisan legislation
and start working with Republicans on
real reform. Middle-class, middle-in-
come families around this country
have been squeezed for long enough.
The American people have been wait-
ing long enough. There are 40 House-
passed jobs bills waiting for action here
in the Senate. Instead, we are spending
week after week of the Senate’s time
voting on bills designed to fail and de-
signed to do nothing more than score
political points heading into an elec-
tion. That is wrong on so many levels.
Most of all, it is wrong for the Amer-
ican people, and it has to change.

I yield the floor.

———

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:34 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Ms. BALDWIN).

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

NOMINATION OF ANDRE BIROTTE,
JR., TO BE UNITED STATES DIS-
TRICT JUDGE FOR THE CENTRAL
DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA—Con-
tinued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is
now 2 minutes equally divided prior to
a vote on the Birotte nomination.

If no one yields time, time will be
equally charged to both sides.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Madam President,
I urge my colleagues to support the
nomination of André Birotte to be a
U.S. district judge for the Central Dis-
trict of California.

I recommended Mr. Birotte to serve
as U.S. attorney for this district in
2009. I have been very impressed by his
performance in that role since his
unanimous confirmation by the Senate
in 2010. I believe he will be an out-
standing district judge.

Mr. Birotte received his law degree
from Pepperdine in 1991 and his bach-
elor’s from Tufts in 1987. He then
served as a deputy public defender for
the Los Angeles County Public Defend-
er’s office. He later spent 4 years as an
assistant U.S. attorney in the Central
District of California, where he pros-
ecuted violent crime, fraud, and nar-
cotics cases.

In 1999, he spent a year in private
practice before moving to the Los An-
geles Police Commission, where he
served as assistant inspector general
and later as inspector general until he
became TU.S. attorney. As inspector
general, Birotte built a strong reputa-
tion for fairness and earned the respect
of all sides, including in the law en-
forcement community. In 2009, then-
LAPD Chief Bill Bratton—who is deep-
ly respected on both sides of the aisle
in this body—wrote to me to express
his ‘‘strongest endorsement and sup-
port” for Birotte. As Chief Bratton
said: ‘““In the approximately six years
that I have known André, our working
relationship has been one of trans-
parency, cooperation, trust, and re-
spect.”

In 2009, as I said, I recommended him
to the President for appointment as
U.S. attorney. He earned high marks
from my bipartisan advisory com-
mittee and an outpouring of support
from a broad spectrum of respected in-
dividuals in the Los Angeles commu-
nity. The Senate soon confirmed him
unanimously and he has served in his
current position with distinction ever
since.

When I introduced Mr. Birotte to my
colleagues on the Judiciary Com-
mittee, I went through the impressive
work the U.S. attorney’s office has
done under his leadership in a number
of areas. I will not go into each of
those cases today, except to note that
they cover very important areas of
Federal law enforcement, including:
national security, gangs and organized

crime, sex crimes and human traf-
ficking, public corruption, and civil
rights.

Since his nomination was approved
by the Judiciary Committee by voice
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vote, the U.S. attorney’s office has con-
tinued its impressive track record of
enforcing the law. In one case, a Los
Angeles doctor who ran medical clinics
pleaded guilty to illegally prescribing
addictive painkillers and laundering
the cash payments, which amounted to
hundreds of thousands of dollars.

Last month, the owner and employ-
ees of a Los Angeles-area immigration
consulting firm were arrested after
being indicted for filing fraudulent
green card applications. The office’s
press release states that the defendants
quoted fees for their services, but then
more than tripled those fees and ‘‘al-
legedly threatened to contact authori-
ties and have the aliens deported’’ after
‘““‘several of the foreign nationals
sought refunds.”

Just 2 weeks ago, Mr. Birotte’s office
announced that two men from Long
Beach, CA pleaded guilty to ‘‘con-
spiracy charges arising from a sex traf-
ficking scheme that exploited adult
women for prostitution.” Bill Lewis,
assistant director in charge of the FBI
Los Angeles field office, stated: “In
this case, the defendants defrauded vic-
tims and forced them to work as sex
slaves under threat to themselves and
their families.”” The office’s press re-
lease states that both men now face up
to life imprisonment.

Let me conclude by saying that
throughout his career André Birotte
has built a reputation for fairness and
for a profound commitment to the rule
of law. He has earned the deep respect
of people on all sides of difficult issues.
In fact, Birotte is supported not only
by State and Federal law enforcement,
but also by the Central District’s Fed-
eral Public Defender, Sean Kennedy.
Kennedy told my selection committee
that Birotte has ‘‘incredible judgment”
and would make a ‘“‘wonderful federal
judge.” It says something very special
about the chief Federal prosecutor for
the second-largest district in the Na-
tion when the chief Federal Public De-
fender for the district has such high
praise.

This is a nominee I am proud to have
recommended, and that the Senate
should be proud to confirm.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I
yield back our time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, all time is yielded back.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nomination of
Andre Birotte, Jr., of California, to be
United States District Judge for the
Central District of California?

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I
ask for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

The result was announced—yeas 100,
nays 0, as follows:
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