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COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF
REVEREND FATHER CHRISTIAN
R. ORAVEC

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 24, 2014

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the life of Reverend Father
Christian R. Oravec and to remember this
dedicated man of faith who did so much for
the people of Pennsylvania.

Father Oravec made it his life’s work to give
back to the community through service. He
was a respected leader, serving as President
of St. Francis University for 27 years. During
that time he was instrumental in driving the
school’s continued growth, as well as offering
guidance to generations of students as they
passed through the university’s doors each
year. His leadership allowed St. Francis to
thrive, and his frequent sightings across cam-
pus were a cherished part of the college expe-
rience for countless students. He was some-
one that students could look to for guidance,
and was a person that they knew they could
trust.

Father Oravec’s leadership extended far be-
yond campus. He maintained a deep commit-
ment to the community, serving as a leader
and role model with involvement in over 16
different civic organizations. He was a devout
man who dedicated his life to humbly serve a
higher calling, and ministered at parishes both
in the Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown and
overseas in Europe. With Father Oravec’s
passing, Pennsylvania has lost one of its most
beloved sons, but the memory of his work will
remain with all those whose lives he touched.
| invite my colleagues to join me in commemo-
rating the life of Father Oravec and remem-
bering the lasting difference that he made for
SO many.
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COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF
PINEVILLE CITY MARSHAL,

LARRY JEANE

HON. VANCE M. McALLISTER

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 24, 2014

Mr. MCALLISTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Pineville City Marshal,
Larry Jeane, who recently passed away at the
age of 68.

A resident of Pineville, Louisiana for more
than 45 years, Mr. Jeane’s service to his local
community earned him numerous honors and
awards. He served as City Marshal for 17
years and spent 24 years working in the crimi-
nal justice, public safety and corrections field
where he received the Charles Dunbar Career
Civil Service Award for his service. Mr. Jeane
was an active member of Sacred Heart Catho-
lic Church in Pineville and an avid supporter of
his alma mater, Louisiana College, where he
was heavily involved in the athletic depart-
ment.

Mr. Jeane exemplified strong leadership and
dedication to all who had the honor of knowing
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him. | am grateful for his years of dedicated
service to his community and for the pride he
brought to the City of Pineville. It is with great
pride that | recognize the life of such an ac-
complished and admirable man, and | ask my
colleagues to join me today in commemorating
Mr. Larry Jeane and his achievements.

HONORING RETIRED U.S. AIR
FORCE MAJOR GENE EARDENSOHN

HON. PETER WELCH

OF VERMONT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 24, 2014

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise to remem-
ber retired U.S. Air Force Major Gene
Eardensohn of Charlotte, Vermont who
passed away this year on the 29th of June.
Major Eardensohn dedicated his life to the de-
fense of our country. After college, he joined
the U.S. Army Air Corps during World War II.
He served as a pilot and flew combat missions
throughout the war. He later served in the Ko-
rean War and the Vietnam War. He fought as
a command pilot, flying both B-47 and B-52
aircrafts; later becoming an instructor in 11 dif-
ferent aircrafts. He retired having performed
an impressive 29,000 flying hours. Major
Eardensohn defended his country through
three wars; but he was also a father of four
children and a grandfather of seven grand-
children. Since retirement his family and
friends nicknamed him, “Pilot Extraordinaire”
and that is exactly what he was, extraordinary.
His courage, devotion and patriotism are now
forever preserved in our country’s history.
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HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, July 24, 2014
Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on

rollcall No. 435, had | been present, | would
have voted “yes.”

RECOGNIZING MICHAEL LYNCH

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 24, 2014

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor a fellow community
member and small business leader, Michael
Lynch. Mr. Lynch’s exemplary contributions to
Turlock and surrounding communities in my
district have earned him recognition by the
Turlock Chamber of Commerce. Not only has
the Turlock Chamber of Commerce recog-
nized Mr. Lynch, Cal Chamber, California’s
statewide chamber of Commerce, has award-
ed him the Small Business Advocate of the
Year Award. This award was created in 1996
by CalChamber to recognize small business
owners who have dedicated themselves to
small business advocacy not only at a local
and state level, but also at a national level.
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In 1973, immediately after graduating from
Santa Clara University, Mr. Lynch, began his
long career of public service by becoming the
Administrative Assistant to Sacramento Coun-
ty Supervisor Pat Melarkey. Mr. Lynch worked
for Mr. Melarkey for five years before accept-
ing a position at a law firm as a consultant.

After a short time in the private sector, Mr.
Lynch accepted the Principal Consultant posi-
tion at the California Assembly Office of Major-
ity services in 1980. After his service at the
California Assembly office, in 1984, he accept-
ed a position as Chief of Staff for California
Assemblyman Gary Condit, where he served
for 13 years improving the lives of California
citizens.

In 2004, Mr. Lynch became the Chief Oper-
ating Officer of Great Valley Center. Founded
in 1997, the Great Valley Center is an organi-
zation whose mission it is to engage the public
to take an active role and participate in local
government. As the COO of Great Valley Cen-
ter, Michael Lynch advised and oversaw the
organization’s efforts in the California Central
Valley to promote their mission. One of Mr.
Lynch’s greatest accomplishments while in of-
fice at the Great Valley Center was the merg-
ing of the organization with the University of
California, Merced. After the successful inte-
gration of the university, Mr. Lynch returned to
the private sector to found his own consulting
firm. Although he runs his own firm, he still
finds the time to advance the mission of the
Great Valley Center by advocating for small
businesses and bringing critical issues to the
forefront of public discussions.

In order to effectively promote small busi-
ness issues, Michael Lynch volunteered as
Chairman of the Turlock Chamber of Com-
merce Government Relations Committee. As
chair of the committee, Michael invites experts
to discuss issues with local small business
owners in order to keep his community in-
formed. In addition, Mr. Lynch informs the
general public and the national small business
community about issues affecting Americans
by being published in newspapers and busi-
ness journals.

With his success as Chairman of the Gov-
ernment Relations Committee, the Stanislaus
County Board of Supervisors took notice of his
expertise and appointed Mr. Lynch to serve on
the County Water Advisory Commitiee. As
part of the committee, he has been a strong
advocate for small businesses who are de-
pendent on the water supply. One of the high-
lights of his service on the advisory committee
was the scheduling of regional water issues
forums focused on the challenges that face
Stanislaus County. Along with scheduling
speakers for the forum, Mr. Lynch led con-
ference calls and other outreach activities in
order to secure the support and participation
of key organizations.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in celebrating
with the Turlock Chamber of Commerce in
honoring Michael Lynch; not only for being
awarded the CalChamber Small Business Ad-
vocate of the Year Award, but also for con-
tinuing to volunteer his services to empower
citizens and businesses in the Central Valley.
California and the members of my district ap-
preciate the 30 years of service Mr. Lynch has
put into our great state and community and
look forward to his continued support in the fu-
ture. Thank you Michael Lynch.
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