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jammed the Mosconi Center. Male dele-
gates gave their tickets to female al-
ternate delegates and their daughters.
Gerry’s walk on stage was electrifying.
We gave her a 10-minute resounding
ovation and wouldn’t sit down. That
night, a barrier was broken. That
night, they took down the ‘“‘men only”’
sign on the White House. For Gerry and
all American women there was no turn-
ing back—only going forward.

Some people only knew Gerry as a
political phenomenon, but I first knew
her in Congress. She was a born fight-
er—for New York and every little guy
and gal. She was an advocate for
women, fighting for our status and giv-
ing us a new stature. Long after the
campaign was over, she continued to be
a source of inspiration and empower-
ment.

When Gerry was chosen for the Vice
Presidential nomination, she showed
modern American women what we had
become and what we could be. Women
felt that if Gerry could go for the
White House, we could go for anything.
For some of us women, that meant
going to Congress to make a difference.
Today, I know Gerry would be so proud
of all we have accomplished. Back
when we met in the House, we were the
early birds. We weren’t afraid to ruffle
some feathers, but we were in the mi-
nority. In 1979, there were 16 women in
the House: 11 Democrats and 5 Repub-
licans, and 2 women of color. Today,
there are 79 women in the House: 60
Democrats, 19 Republicans, and 30
women of color. As the Dean of the
Senate Women, I am proud we are 20
women strong in the Senate: 16 Demo-
crats and 4 Republicans. Together, we
are changing the tide and changing the
tone.

We have had some amazing victories
along the way. We increased breast
cancer research funding at NIH by 750
percent to $657 million in fiscal year 13.
We increased childcare funding by 75
percent—$2.2 billion in fiscal year 14.
We made sure good science included
women by founding the NIH Office of
Research on Women’s Health. The re-
search from that office has changed
medical practices, reduced breast can-
cer by 15 percent, and saved lives a mil-
lion at a time. This year, we celebrated
the fifth anniversary of the Lilly
Ledbetter Act, which kept the court-
house doors open for women to sue for
discrimination. Last October, women
on both sides of the aisle created the
climate for compromise that was cru-
cial to ending the disastrous govern-
ment shutdown.

We have had some amazing victories,
but we still have more to do. The Sen-
ate women are fighting for women
across America. We know women need
a raise to raise their families. That is
why we are fighting for equal pay for
equal work and to pass the Paycheck
Fairness Act. We are fighting for a bet-
ter minimum wage because we Kknow
that a full-time job shouldn’t mean
full-time poverty. We are fighting for
education that helps our kids every
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step of the way. We want to give work-
ing families peace of mind and give
children quality care for a brighter fu-
ture. Passing my bipartisan child care
and development block grant bill will
bring affordable, accessible childcare
to working families.

Women need a social safety net they
can count on, at every age and in every
stage. That is why we are fighting so
hard for seniors by saving Medicare
from becoming a coupon and a promise.
We are ensuring Social Security re-
mains guaranteed, lifetime and infla-
tion proof. We are also fighting for
health care that is affordable and ac-
cessible, by passing the Affordable Care
Act to end gender discrimination in
health care. I was so proud when we
passed my Mikulski preventive health
amendment, so simply being a woman
is no longer a preexisting condition. We
are taking a stand against the Supreme
Court decision that denies women con-
traception and family planning, while
valuing employer rights over employee
rights. And we are fighting to ensure
the safety and education of women and
girls around the world—whether they
are in Nigeria, Central America, or Af-
ghanistan.

When Gerry took the stage at the
1984 Democratic Convention, she for-
ever altered the course of history. For
the rest of her life, she remained dedi-
cated to empowering thousands of
women in the United States and
around the world. Today, we honor her
lasting legacy and her impact on gen-
erations of women with a dream—and a
desire to make a difference.

———

STENNIS CENTER PROGRAM FOR
CONGRESSIONAL INTERNS

Mr. COCHRAN. Madam President,
2014 is the 12th year in which summer
interns working in congressional of-
fices have benefited from a program
run by the John C. Stennis Center for
Public Service Leadership. This 6-week
program is designed to enhance their
internship experience by providing an
inside look at how Congress works and
a deeper appreciation for the role that
Congress plays in our democracy. Each
week, the interns meet with senior
congressional staff and other experts to
discuss issues such as the legislative
process, power of the purse, separation
of powers, the media and lobbying, for-
eign affairs, and more.

Interns are selected for this program
based on their college record, commu-
nity service experience, and interest in
a career in public service. This year, 27
outstanding interns have taken part in
the program. Most of the participants
are juniors and seniors in college who
are working in Republican and Demo-
cratic offices in the House or Senate,
including two interns in my office,
MaryBeth Cox and James Moody.

I congratulate the interns for their
participation in this valuable program
and I thank the Stennis Center and the
Senior Stennis Fellows for providing
such a meaningful experience for these
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interns and for encouraging them to
consider a future career in public serv-
ice.

I ask unanimous consent that a list
of 2014 Stennis Congressional Interns
and the offices in which they work be
printed in the RECORD.

Brennen Bergdahl, attending the Univer-
sity of North Dakota, interning in the office
of Representative Kevin Cramer;

Samantha Bisogno, attending the Univer-
sity of Minnesota Duluth, interning in the
office of Representative Rick Nolan;

Ariel Lee Bothen, attending the University
of Maine, interning in the office of Senator
Angus King;

Tyler Brown, attending The College of
Saint Benedict and Saint John’s University,
interning in the office of Representative
Erik Paulsen;

Paul Bruins, attending the University of
Illinois, interning in the office of Represent-
ative Rodney Davis;

Molly Cain, attending Stanford University,
interning in the office of Senator Chris
Coons;

Simon Cardenas, attending the University
of the Incarnate Word, interning in the office
of Representative Rubén Hinojosa;

Sarah Carnes, attending the University of
Georgia, interning in the office of Represent-
ative Sanford Bishop;

MaryBeth Cox, attending Mississippi State
University, interning in the office of Senator
Thad Cochran;

Will Giles, attending Duke University, in-
terning in the office of Representative Ralph
Hall;

Sophia Herzlinger, attending Tufts Univer-
sity, interning in the office of Representa-
tive Alan Lowenthal;

Ben Hutterer, attending The College of
Saint Benedict and Saint John’s University,
interning in the office of Senator Al
Franken;

Natasha Jensen, attending Northern Illi-
nois University, interning in the office of
Representative Robin Kelly;

Kaitlyn Kline, attending South Dakota
State University, interning in the office of
Representative Kevin Cramer;

Namrata Kolla, attending the Georgia In-
stitute of Technology, interning in the office
of Representative Sanford Bishop;

Adam Lewis, attending Willamette Univer-
sity, interning in the office of Representa-
tive Peter DeFazio;

Emily Madden, attending the University of
Dallas, interning in the office of Senator
Mike Enzi;

James Moody, attending Louisiana State
University, interning in the office of Senator
Thad Cochran;

Mackenzie Muirhead, attending the Uni-
versity of Wyoming, interning in the office
of Senator Mike Enzi;

Harnek Neelam, attending the University
of Michigan, interning in the office of Rep-
resentative John Conyers, Jr.;

Meghan Oakes, attending Virginia Tech
University, interning on the House Com-
mittee on Ways and Means;

Caleb Orr, attending Abilene Christian
University, interning in the office of Rep-
resentative Ralph Hall;

Meg Richardson, attending Smith College,
interning in the office of Senator Angus
King;

Sapna Sharma, attending Carnegie Mellon
University, interning in the office of Senator
Debbie Stabenow;

Rachel Shields, attending Wake Forest
University School of Law, interning in the
office of the Speaker of the House;

Julia Winfield, attending the University of
Michigan, interning in the office of Senator
Debbie Stabenow; and
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Shannel Wise, attending Howard Univer-
sity, interning in the office of Representa-
tive John Conyers, Jr.

————

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

SPECIALIST DENNIS J. PRATT
Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, I
wish to pay tribute to a true American
hero, Army SPC Dennis J. Pratt, who
died on July 20, 2009, serving our Na-
tion in Maydan Shahr, Afghanistan.
Specialist Pratt, SPC Anthony M.
Lightfoot, SPC Andrew J. Roughton,
and SGT Gregory Owens, Jr., died of
wounds sustained when an improvised
explosive device detonated near their
vehicle followed by an attack from
enemy forces using small arms and
rocket-propelled grenades.

Dennis was born January 7, 1975, in
Waterbury, CT. After graduating high
school in Southington, CT, he moved to
Arizona, OKklahoma, and then Texas,
where he joined the military. He mar-
ried Michelle Bryant on May 9, 2008 in
Lawton, OK.

After completing basic training at
Fort Sill, OK, Dennis was assigned to
4th Battalion, 25th Field Artillery
(Strike), 3rd Brigade Combat Team,
10th Mountain Division (Light Infan-
try), Fort Drum, NY. A third-genera-
tion soldier and a 34-year-old father of
three, Dennis was called ‘‘the old man”’
among comrades in his unit.

On January 6, 2009, he was deployed
to Afghanistan as a field artillery auto-
mated tactical data systems specialist
and reenlisted while there. ‘‘Dennis
wasn’t supposed to be at that place at
that time, but he always told us that
the Army and serving his country was
where he wanted to be. He had found
his niche in life in the military,” said
his mother.

Funeral services were held July 31,
2009, at the Fort Sill chapel, and he was
laid to rest in Fort Sill National Ceme-
tery, Elgin, OK.

Dennis is survived by his wife
Michelle, three children, Collin
Kessler, Gabrielle Pratt, and Caden

Bryant, parents, Jim and Sinammon
Pratt, mother and father-in-law, Fred
and Margaret Bryant, two brothers,
Jim Pratt and wife Staci and their
children Miranda, D.J. and Morgan and
Kyle Hansan and wife Nicole and their
daughter CalLista, one stepsister,
Leanna Pratt, and a host of other rel-
atives and friends.

Today we remember Army SPC Den-
nis J. Pratt, a young man who loved
his family and country and gave his
life as a sacrifice for freedom.

PETTY OFFICER 2ND CLASS TONY M. RANDOLPH

Madam President, I would also like
to remember the life and sacrifices of
PO2 Tony M. Randolph, who died on
July 6, 2009, of injuries sustained when
insurgents utilized improvised explo-
sive devices to attack his convoy in
Zabul province, Afghanistan.

Tony was born on September 27, 1986,
in Santa Rosa, CA. Growing up in
Oklahoma, he was a 2005 graduate of
Henryetta High School in Henryetta,
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OK, where he was a star athlete earn-
ing all-district honors in football.

“Tony was a leader. I truly believe he
was a natural born leader,” said
Henryetta football coach Kenny Speer.
He was known for his toughness. In
high school one day, Coach Speer made
him run lap after lap. All Tony had to
do was say ‘‘yes sir’ for the punish-
ment to end. ‘I said, Tony, you say the
two magic words to make you stop run-
ning. So he looks at me and goes, ‘Si
Senor,’” said Coach Kenny Speer.

Tony joined the Navy on September
28, 2005, and graduated from boot camp
at Recruit Training Command, Great
Lakes, IL, in December 2005. Other
military assignments include Joint
Forces Staff College in Norfolk, VA;
Naval Dive and Salvage Training Cen-
ter in Panama City, FL; Naval Explo-
sive Ordnance Device School at Eglin
Air Force Base, FL; and Explosive Ord-
nance Device Training and Evaluation
Unit 1 in San Diego, CA.

He reported to Explosive Ordnance
Disposal Mobile Unit Right, Sigonella,
Sicily, in March 2008 and deployed to
Afghanistan in March 2009.

“Petty Officer Randolph brought an
incredible sense of youthful spirit, pro-
fessionalism and dedication to this
unit,” said CDR Todd Siddall, com-
manding officer of EODMU 8. ‘“‘He will
forever be remembered by his fellow
Sailors as an example of true service to
country and selfless sacrifice.”

Funeral services were held July 15,
2009, at First Baptist Church in
Henryetta, OK, and he was laid to rest
in Hillcrest Cemetery, Weleetka, OK.

‘““He loved his friends. He loved his
family. He loved his country. That was
Tony,” said his mother, Peggy Ran-
dolph.

Tony is survived by his parents, Fred
and Peggy Sue Randolph, his brothers,
Shawn and Richard, and his sisters,
Susan and Kelly.

I extend our deepest gratitude and
condolences to Tony’s family and
friends. He lived a life of love for his
family and country. He will be remem-
bered for his commitment to and belief
in the greatness of our Nation. I am
honored to pay tribute to this true
American hero who volunteered to go
into the fight and made the ultimate
sacrifice for our protection and free-
dom.

LANCE CORPORAL JONATHAN F. STROUD

Madam President, I also wish to re-
member Marine LCpl Jonathan F.
Stroud, who died on July 31, 2009, of in-
juries sustained when his unit was at-
tacked by insurgents with small arms
fire while on foot patrol in Garmsir
District, Afghanistan.

Jonathan was born on October 10,
1988, in North Richland Hills, TX. He
attended Cashion High School in
Cashion, OK, where teachers remember
him as exceptionally intelligent. Fel-
low students remember him as the
class clown—goofy, gangly, dorky, the
most honest, and one of the nicest guys
you could ever meet.

After graduating from high school in
2007 he joined the Marines on April 14,
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2008. He was assigned to 2nd Combat
Engineer Battalion, 2nd Marine Divi-
sion, II Marine Expeditionary Force,
Camp Lejeune, NC, as a combat engi-
neer.

Funeral services were held on August
8, 2009, and he was laid to rest in
Cashion Cemetery, Cashion, OK.

While many tears were shed, there
was a brief moment of laughter when
Jonathan’s final request was played,
‘““Another One Bites the Dust” by
Queen. The song is to let everybody
know that he’s still with us and he’s
still trying to make us happy even
after he’s gone,” a friend of his said.

Jonathan is survived by his wife
Lacie E. Stroud of Jacksonville, NC,
mother Mavis Stroud and Thomas
“Smokey’”’ Longan of Cashion, OK, sis-
ter Marissa L. Stroud of Oklahoma
City, OK, father Bill R. Stroud of Bed-
ford, TX, grandparents Virginia
Crawford Light and Jim Light of
Weatherford, TX, grandparents Bo and
Helen Stroud of Hobbs, NM, and nu-
merous aunts, uncles, cousins, and
friends.

I extend our deepest gratitude and
condolences to Jonathan’s family and
friends. He lived a life of love for his
family and country. He will be remem-
bered for his commitment to and belief
in the greatness of our Nation. I am
honored to pay tribute to this true
American hero who volunteered to go
into the fight and made the ultimate
sacrifice for our protection and free-
dom.

———

LEGAL SERVICE CORPORATION’S
40TH ANNIVERSARY

Mr. HARKIN. Madam President, Fri-
day, July 25, marks the 40th anniver-
sary of the Legal Services Corporation,
LSC. In 1974, Congress—with bipartisan
support, including that of President
Nixon—established LSC to be a major
source of funding for civil legal aid in
this country. LSC is a private, non-
profit corporation, funded by Congress,
with the mission to ensure equal access
to justice under law for all Americans
by providing civil legal assistance to
those who otherwise would be unable
to afford it. LSC distributes nearly 94
percent of its annual Federal appro-
priations to 134 local legal aid pro-
grams, with nearly 800 offices serving
every congressional district and U.S.
territories.

LSC-funded legal aid programs make
a crucial difference to millions of
Americans by assisting with the most
basic civil legal needs, such as address-
ing matters involving safety, subsist-
ence, and family stability. These low-
income Americans are women seeking
protection from abuse, mothers trying
to obtain child support, families facing
unlawful evictions or foreclosures that
could leave them homeless, veterans
seeking benefits duly earned, seniors
defending against consumer scams, and
individuals who have lost their jobs
and need help in applying for unem-
ployment compensation and other ben-
efits.
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