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and LSC-funded attorneys for the vital 
work they do every day on behalf of 
Americans who need qualified counsel. 
Every day that a legal aid attorney 
protects the safety, security, and 
health of our most vulnerable citizens, 
they bring this Nation closer to living 
up to its commitment—chiseled in 
stone above the entrance to the Su-
preme Court building here in Wash-
ington, DC—‘‘Equal Justice Under 
Law.’’ 
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WORLD WAR II VETERANS VISIT 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam 
President, I wish to pay tribute to the 
outstanding military service of a group 
of incredible Coloradans. At critical 
times in our Nation’s history, these 
veterans each played a role in defend-
ing the world from tyranny, truly earn-
ing their reputation as guardians of 
peace and democracy through their 
service and sacrifice. Now, thanks to 
Honor Flight, these combat veterans 
came to Washington, DC to visit the 
national memorials built to honor 
those who served and those who fell. 
They’ve also come to share their expe-
riences with later generations and to 
pay tribute to those who gave their 
lives. I am proud to welcome them 
here, and I join with all Coloradans in 
thanking them for all they have done 
for us. 

I also want to thank the volunteers 
from Honor Flight of Northern Colo-
rado who made this trip possible. These 
volunteers are great Coloradans in 
their own right, and their mission to 
bring our veterans to Washington, DC 
is truly commendable. 

I wish to publicly recognize the vet-
erans who visited our Nation’s capital, 
many seeing for the first time the me-
morials built as a tribute to their self-
less service. Today, I honor these Colo-
rado veterans on their visit to Wash-
ington, DC, and I join them in paying 
tribute to those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice in defense of liberty. 

Veterans from World War II include: 
Norlin Akers, Joseph Arthur, Donald 
Carlstrom, William Culp, Robert Da-
vidson, Victor Ebel, Reginold Edwards, 
Arthur Engler, John Eschbaugh, Daniel 
Flanagan, Anthony Gance, Robert 
Gittinger, Paul Glasgow, Gene Hansen, 
Dean Hecker, Henry Jesse, Benjamin 
Jones, Robert King, Virgil Kiser, Fred 
Knipschild, James McIver, Richard 
Minges, Jack Moss, Ronald Reidy, Rob-
ert Ryan, Herbert Shelton, J 
Spaulding, William Spearman, Charles 
Sutter, Howard Swartz, Arpad Szallar, 
Eugene Turnbull, William Worth, and 
George Zuniga. 

Veterans from the Korean war in-
clude: Dean Amdahl, Alfred Apodaca, 
Jennings Barr, Earl Bartlow, Elmer 
Bartlow, James Beach, John Bergquist, 
Eugene Burmester, Larry Carpenter, 
Glenn Chapman, William Chrismer, 
Harl Clark, Leonard Cooper, Sr., La-
Verne Dietz, Alfred Duchene, Emanuel 
Eckas, Thelma Eckas, Donald Eckert, 
Jessie Ellis, Edwin Ellstrom, Samuel 

Evans, Jr., Herman Friesenhahn, Henry 
Geisert, Paul Gill, Lloyd Gould, George 
Hare, Eugene Hemmerle, William 
Hock, Milton Hunholz, Willis Janssen, 
William King, Dean Kingcade, Wallace 
Kirchhoff, Lawrence Kopecky, Richard 
Kounovsky, John Kreman, Kenneth 
Lamp, Robert Larsen, Dennis Larson, 
Lawrence Lawler, James Lee, William 
Leppert, Murdo MacLennan, Philip 
Mahoney, Charles Markesbery, Gene 
Mitchell, Robert Nagel, Dale Nelson, 
George Niedermayr, Willard Nordick, 
Richard Ochsner, Gerald Pearson, Don-
ald Piermattei, Reid Pope, Paul 
Shapard, Howard Smallwood, Richard 
Spaulding, Donald Sterling, Harold 
Sulzbach, Robert Swanstrom, Betty 
Taylor, John Waddell, Donald Webb, 
Louie Wells, Russel White, Norman 
Wikler, Egbert Womack, Jr., George 
Woodman, and James Yenter. 

Veterans from the Vietnam war in-
clude: Jon Ackerman, Isidro Arroyo, 
Ronald Britton, Steven Drake, Vearlon 
Forbes, James Freeland, Jimmie Gar-
cia, Kenneth Hedger, Kenneth 
Hollingshead, Kenneth Jacobsen, Mark 
Kauffman, Terry Keating, Robert 
Klausner, William Miller, William Or-
tega, Marvin Pruitt, Robert Taylor, 
and Gene Thim. 

Our Nation asked a great deal of 
these individuals—to leave their fami-
lies to fight in unknown lands and put 
their lives on the line. Each one of 
these Coloradans bravely answered the 
call. They served our country with 
courage, and in return, let us ensure 
they are shown the honor and apprecia-
tion they deserve. Please join me in 
thanking these Colorado veterans and 
the volunteers of Honor Flight of 
Northern Colorado for their tremen-
dous service. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO THOMAS J. MINKLER 

∑ Ms. AYOTTE. Madam President, I 
wish to recognize Thomas J. Minkler of 
Keene, NH, as he nears the end of his 
term as the 109th chairman of the Inde-
pendent Insurance Agents & Brokers of 
America, also known as the Big ‘‘I.’’ 
Tom was installed as chairman of the 
Big ‘‘I’’ in September 2013, and he has 
been a strong and thoughtful leader for 
independent insurance agents across 
the country. 

Tom is president of the Clark- 
Mortenson Agency, which is 
headquartered in Keene. Previously, he 
served as chairman of the Independent 
Insurance Agents and Brokers of New 
Hampshire, as New Hampshire director 
on the Big ‘‘I’’ national board, and as 
president of the Massachusetts Asso-
ciation of Insurance Agents. 

As I recognize Tom, I would also like 
to acknowledge his wife Heather 
Minkler. She serves as chief executive 
officer of the Clark-Mortenson Agency 
in Keene. Together, Tom and Heather 
are a truly dynamic team. They always 
find time to give back to the commu-

nity, serving as members of numerous 
charitable organizations and civic 
boards when they aren’t managing 
their agency, which has 52 employees 
in five office locations in New Hamp-
shire and Vermont. 

I am pleased to join Tom’s colleagues 
from across New Hampshire and the 
Nation in congratulating him as he fin-
ishes his term as chairman.∑ 
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CONGRATULATING REBECCA 
ESPINOZA 

∑ Mr. HELLER. Madam President, I 
wish to congratulate one of Nevada’s 
brightest students—Rebecca Espinoza 
—for being chosen to participate in the 
United Health Foundation’s Diverse 
Scholars Forum in Washington, DC. 

The United Health Foundation 
named scholars from 28 States 
throughout the Nation this year, and I 
am proud that Rebecca Espinoza, who 
attends the University of Nevada, Las 
Vegas, is among them. The Diverse 
Scholars Initiative serves to improve 
our Nation’s health care system by in-
creasing the number of health care pro-
fessionals from multicultural back-
grounds. Rebecca’s academic achieve-
ments thus far and her continued com-
mitment to serving her community 
have made her a qualified candidate for 
the forum. 

In an effort to continue her dedica-
tion and service to her community, Re-
becca is currently majoring in social 
work at UNLV and hopes to one day be-
come a clinical social worker operating 
a non-profit to help disadvantaged 
youth in the community. I commend 
Rebecca for her mission and recognize 
that professional social workers pro-
vide valuable mental health therapy, 
caregiver and family counseling, 
health education, program coordina-
tion, and case management services. 
They also seek to ensure full participa-
tion of all members of society by work-
ing with millions of individuals, their 
families, and communities to combat a 
range of social problems so that we 
may improve our Nation’s health and 
potential. Rebecca has been presented 
with the opportunity to pursue her ca-
reer as a health care professional, and 
I am confident that great things will 
come from her in all of her future en-
deavors. 

On behalf of the residents of the Sil-
ver State, I am proud to recognize Re-
becca for her accomplishments and 
contributions to our State. She un-
doubtedly represents Nevada’s best and 
brightest. Today, I ask my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating this ex-
ceptional young Nevadan.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO DENNIS JAEGER 
∑ Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. 
Madam President, today I wish to rec-
ognize and honor the public service of 
Mr. Dennis Jaeger as the deputy forest 
supervisor for the Black Hills National 
Forest. He has been asked to serve as 
the new forest supervisor with the 
Medicine Bow-Routt National Forest 
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