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United States military departments charged 
with defense of the national security from li-
ability with regard to members of the uni-
formed services. The United States of Amer-
ica understands the obligations of Article 27 
to take appropriate steps as not affecting 
hiring, promotion, or other terms or condi-
tions of employment of uniformed employees 
in the United States military departments, 
and that Article 27 does not recognize rights 
in this regard that exceed those rights avail-
able under United States law. 

(5) The United States of America under-
stands that the terms ‘‘disability’’, ‘‘persons 
with disabilities’’, and ‘‘undue burden’’ 
(terms that are not defined in the Conven-
tion), ‘‘discrimination on the basis of dis-
ability’’, and ‘‘reasonable accommodation’’ 
are defined for the United States of America 
coextensively with the definitions of such 
terms pursuant to relevant United States 
law. 

(6) The United States understands that the 
Committee on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities, established under Article 34 of 
the Convention, has an important, but lim-
ited and advisory role. The United States un-
derstands that the Committee has no author-
ity to compel actions by the United States, 
and the United States does not consider con-
clusions, recommendations, or general com-
ments issued by the Committee as consti-
tuting customary international law or to be 
legally binding on the United States in any 
manner. The United States further under-
stands that the Committee’s interpretations 
of the Convention are not legally binding on 
the United States. 

(7) The United States of America under-
stands that the Convention is a non-
discrimination instrument. Therefore, noth-
ing in the Convention, including Article 25, 
addresses the provision of any particular 
health program or procedure. Rather, the 
Convention requires that health programs 
and procedures are provided to individuals 
with disabilities on a nondiscriminatory 
basis. 

(8) The United States of America under-
stands that, for the United States of Amer-
ica, the term or principle of the ‘‘best inter-
ests of the child’’ as used in Article 7(2), will 
be applied and interpreted to be coextensive 
with its application and interpretation under 
United States law. Consistent with this un-
derstanding, nothing in Article 7 requires a 
change to existing United States Federal, 
State, or local law. 

(9) Nothing in the Convention limits the 
rights of parents to homeschool their chil-
dren. 

Sec. 4. Declarations. 
The advice and consent of the Senate to 

the ratification of the Convention is subject 
to the following declarations: 

(1) The United States of America declares 
that the provisions of the Convention are not 
self-executing. 

(2) The Senate declares that, in view of the 
reservations to be included in the instru-
ment of ratification, current United States 
law fulfills or exceeds the obligations of the 
Convention for the United States of America 
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. MCCAIN (for himself and Mr. 
FLAKE): 

S. 2670. A bill to prohibit gaming activities 
on certain Indian land in Arizona until the 
expiration of certain gaming compacts; to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. TOOMEY: 
S. 2671. A bill to amend title 49, United 

States Code, to require the Assistant Sec-
retary of Homeland Security (Transpor-
tation Security Administration) to establish 
a process for providing expedited and dig-
nified passenger screening services for vet-
erans traveling to visit war memorials built 
and dedicated to honor their service, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. CRUZ: 
S. 2672. A bill to terminate the authority 

to waive certain provisions of law requiring 
the imposition of sanctions with respect to 
Iran, to codify certain sanctions imposed by 
executive order, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

By Mrs. BOXER (for herself, Mr. 
BLUNT, Ms. AYOTTE, Mr. BEGICH, Mr. 
BENNET, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. BROWN, Mr. 
BURR, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. CARDIN, 
Mr. CARPER, Mr. CASEY, Mr. CHAM-
BLISS, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. 
COONS, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. 
CRUZ, Mr. DONNELLY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
FLAKE, Mr. FRANKEN, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. GRASSLEY, 
Mrs. HAGAN, Mr. HATCH, Mr. HEIN-
RICH, Ms. HEITKAMP, Mr. HELLER, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. ISAKSON, 
Mr. JOHANNS, Mr. JOHNSON of South 
Dakota, Mr. KAINE, Mr. KING, Mr. 
KIRK, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms. LANDRIEU, 
Mr. LEVIN, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. MCCAIN, Mrs. MCCASKILL, 
Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. MI-
KULSKI, Mr. MORAN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, 
Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. NEL-
SON, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. PRYOR, Mr. 
REED, Mr. RISCH, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. 
RUBIO, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. 
SCOTT, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. SHELBY, 
Ms. STABENOW, Mr. TESTER, Mr. 
THUNE, Mr. UDALL of Colorado, Mr. 
UDALL of New Mexico, Mr. VITTER, 
Mr. WALSH, Mr. WARNER, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WICKER, 
and Mr. WYDEN): 

S. 2673. A bill to enhance the strategic 
partnership between the United States and 
Israel; read the first time. 

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mr. WALSH, and Mr. TESTER): 

S. 2674. A bill to amend the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act to establish within the 
Environmental Protection Agency a Colum-
bia River Basin Restoration Program; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 
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SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. REID, 
Mr. SANDERS, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. NELSON, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Ms. WARREN, Ms. BALDWIN, 
Mr. KING, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. UDALL 
of Colorado, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. HARKIN, 
Mr. REED, Ms. STABENOW, and Mr. 
BENNET): 

S. Res. 524. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate regarding global climate 
change; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY: 
S. Res. 525. A resolution designating July 

30, 2014, as ‘‘National Whistleblower Appre-
ciation Day’’; considered and agreed to. 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 240 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 240, a bill to amend title 10, 
United States Code, to modify the per- 
fiscal year calculation of days of cer-
tain active duty or active service used 
to reduce the minimum age at which a 
member of a reserve component of the 
uniformed services may retire for non- 
regular service. 

S. 375 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
375, a bill to require Senate candidates 
to file designations, statements, and 
reports in electronic form. 

S. 539 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
539, a bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to foster more effective 
implementation and coordination of 
clinical care for people with pre-diabe-
tes and diabetes. 

S. 822 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 822, a bill to protect crime 
victims’ rights, to eliminate the sub-
stantial backlog of DNA samples col-
lected from crime scenes and convicted 
offenders, to improve and expand the 
DNA testing capacity of Federal, 
State, and local crime laboratories, to 
increase research and development of 
new DNA testing technologies, to de-
velop new training programs regarding 
the collection and use of DNA evidence, 
to provide post conviction testing of 
DNA evidence to exonerate the inno-
cent, to improve the performance of 
counsel in State capital cases, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 942 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 942, a bill to eliminate 
discrimination and promote women’s 
health and economic security by ensur-
ing reasonable workplace accommoda-
tions for workers whose ability to per-
form the functions of a job are limited 
by pregnancy, childbirth, or a related 
medical condition. 

S. 948 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 948, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
provide for coverage and payment for 
complex rehabilitation technology 
items under the Medicare program. 

S. 1040 
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 

names of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Ms. LANDRIEU) and the Senator from 
Maine (Mr. KING) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 1040, a bill to provide for the 
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