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‘‘(D) analysis of emerging geopolitical im-

plications, crises and threats from foreign 
natural resource and energy acquisitions, 
and the development of domestic resources 
as a response; 

‘‘(13) the United States supports the goals 
of the Alternative Fuels Administration of 
Israel with respect to expanding the use of 
alternative fuels; 

‘‘(14) the United States strongly urges open 
dialogue and continued mechanisms for reg-
ular engagement and encourages further co-
operation between applicable departments, 
agencies, ministries, institutions of higher 
education, and the private sector of the 
United States and Israel on energy security 
issues, including— 

‘‘(A) identifying policy priorities associ-
ated with the development of natural re-
sources of Israel; 

‘‘(B) discussing and sharing best practices 
to secure cyber energy infrastructure and 
other energy security matters; 

‘‘(C) leveraging natural gas to positively 
impact regional stability; 

‘‘(D) issues relating to the energy-water 
nexus, including improving energy efficiency 
and the overall performance of water tech-
nologies through research and development 
in water desalination, wastewater treatment 
and reclamation, water treatment in gas and 
oil production processes, and other water 
treatment refiners; 

‘‘(E) technical and environmental manage-
ment of deep-water exploration and produc-
tion; 

‘‘(F) emergency response and coastal pro-
tection and restoration; 

‘‘(G) academic outreach and engagement; 
‘‘(H) private sector and business develop-

ment engagement; 
‘‘(I) regulatory consultations; 
‘‘(J) leveraging alternative transportation 

fuels and technologies; and 
‘‘(K) any other areas determined appro-

priate by the United States and Israel; 
‘‘(15) the United States— 
‘‘(A) acknowledges the achievements and 

importance of the Binational Industrial Re-
search and Development Foundation and the 
United States-Israel Binational Science 
Foundation; and 

‘‘(B) supports continued multiyear funding 
to ensure the continuity of the programs of 
the foundations specified in subparagraph 
(A); and 

‘‘(16) the United States and Israel have a 
shared interest in addressing immediate, 
near-term, and long-term energy, energy 
poverty, energy independence, and environ-
mental challenges facing the United States 
and Israel, respectively.’’. 

(b) GRANT PROGRAM.—Section 917(b) of the 
Energy Independence and Security Act of 
2007 (42 U.S.C. 17337(b)(1)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘renewable 
energy or energy efficiency’’ and inserting 
‘‘covered energy’’; 

(2) in paragraph (2)— 
(A) in subparagraph (F), by striking ‘‘and’’ 

at the end; 
(B) in subparagraph (G), by striking the pe-

riod at the end and inserting a semicolon; 
and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(H) natural gas energy, including conven-

tional and unconventional natural gas tech-
nologies and other associated technologies, 
and natural gas projects conducted by or in 
conjunction with the United States-Israel 
Binational Science Foundation and the 
United States-Israel Binational Industrial 
Research and Development Foundation; and 

‘‘(I) improvement of energy efficiency and 
the overall performance of water tech-
nologies through research and development 
in water desalination, wastewater treatment 

and reclamation, and other water treatment 
refiners.’’; and 

(3) in paragraph (3)(A), by striking ‘‘energy 
efficiency or renewable’’ and inserting ‘‘cov-
ered’’. 

(c) INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS; RE-
GIONAL ENERGY COOPERATION.— 

(1) INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS.—Section 
917 of the Energy Independence and Security 
Act of 2007 (42 U.S.C. 17337) is amended— 

(A) by striking subsection (d); 
(B) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub-

section (e); 
(C) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(c) INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, subject 

to the availability of appropriations, may 
enter into cooperative agreements sup-
porting and enhancing dialogue and planning 
involving international partnerships between 
the Department, including National Labora-
tories of the Department, and the Govern-
ment of Israel and its ministries, offices, and 
institutions. 

‘‘(2) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Secretary may 
not pay more than 50 percent of Federal 
share of the costs of implementing coopera-
tive agreements entered into pursuant to 
paragraph (1). 

‘‘(3) ANNUAL REPORTS.—If the Secretary en-
ters into agreements authorized by para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall submit an an-
nual report to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources of the Senate, the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate, 
the Committee on Appropriations of the Sen-
ate, the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives, the 
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives, the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House 
of Representatives, and the Committee on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives that describes— 

‘‘(A) actions taken to implement such 
agreements; and 

‘‘(B) any projects undertaken pursuant to 
such agreements. 

‘‘(d) UNITED STATES-ISRAEL ENERGY CEN-
TER.—The Secretary may establish a joint 
United States-Israel Energy Center in the 
United States leveraging the experience, 
knowledge, and expertise of institutions of 
higher education and entities in the private 
sector, among others, in offshore energy de-
velopment to further dialogue and collabora-
tion to develop more robust academic co-
operation in energy innovation technology 
and engineering, water science, technology 
transfer, and analysis of emerging geo-
political implications, crises and threats 
from foreign natural resource and energy ac-
quisitions, and the development of domestic 
resources as a response.’’; and 

(D) in subsection (e), as redesignated, by 
striking ‘‘the date that is 7 years after the 
date of enactment of this Act’’ and inserting 
‘‘September 30, 2024’’. 

(2) CONSTRUCTIVE REGIONAL ENERGY CO-
OPERATION.—The Secretary of State shall 
continue the ongoing diplomacy efforts of 
the Secretary of State in— 

(A) engaging and supporting the energy se-
curity of Israel; and 

(B) promoting constructive regional en-
ergy cooperation in the Eastern Mediterra-
nean. 

f 

TREASURY RELIANCE ON STATE 
EXAMINATIONS 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Banking 
Committee be discharged from further 
action on H.R. 4386 and the Senate pro-
ceed to its consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 4386) to allow the Secretary of 

the Treasury to rely on State examinations 
for certain financial institutions, and for 
other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
the bill be read a third time and 
passed, and the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table, and there be no intervening ac-
tion or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 4386) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

AFGHAN SPECIAL IMMIGRANT 
VISAS 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of H.R. 5195, which 
was received from the House and is at 
the desk. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 5195) to provide additional 

visas for the Afghan Special Immigrant Visa 
Program, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
the bill be considered read a third time 
and the Senate proceed to vote on pas-
sage of the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The bill hav-
ing been read the third time, the ques-
tion is, Shall the bill pass? 

The bill (H.R. 5195) was passed. 
Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 

the motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table, with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

THE CALENDAR 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar Nos. 507 to 511, all post office 
naming bills. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the bills be read a third time and 
passed and the motions to reconsider 
be considered made and laid upon the 
table en bloc, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There 
being no objection, the Senate pro-
ceeded to consider the bills. 

f 

SPECIALIST CHRISTOPHER SCOTT 
POST OFFICE BUILDING 

The bill (H.R. 606) to designate the 
facility of the United States Postal 
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