September 11, 2014

lost their lives on United Airlines
Flight 93, American Airlines Flight 77,
American Airlines Flight 11, and
United Airlines 175.

We must recognize that we were
unsuspecting of this diaster. Therefore,
our pledge to those who still mourn—
those who have lost their father, moth-
er, husband, wife, child, or friend—as
we debate these serious times is we are
reminded that there must be no one
that terrorizes us and causes us to do
the wrong thing.

Whether we are Republicans or
Democrats, I ask that on this day we
hold a moment of personal silence, one
that will reflect our love for those who
were lost. Then, to take the words of
George W. Bush, the President at that
time:

Whether terrorists are brought to justice
or justice is brought to the terrorists, justice
will be done.

A firm hand, yes; but we must be re-
minded of the humanitarian aspect of
this and realize that, as we stand with
the President and debate our further
steps, we honor those who are in
mourning. Let’s remember 9/11 as a
tribute to the Americans who sac-
rificed their lives.

I mourn this day.

Mr. Speaker, on this, the 13th anniversary
of the attack launched against the United
States on September 11, 2001, | rise to re-
member the victims of that horrific tragedy and
those first-responders who risked, and in too
many cases, sacrificed their lives to rescue
the occupants of the besieged World Trade
Center Towers.

The morning of September 11, 2001 is, and
will always be, a day like no other. It is a day
all living Americans will remember because
not since Pearl Harbor had there been such a
dastardly and deadly attack on American soil.

As | stand here today, my heart still grieves
for those who perished on flights United Air-
lines 93, American Airlines 77, American Air-
lines 11, and United Airlines 175.

When the sun rose on the morning of Sep-
tember 11, none of us knew that it would end
in an inferno in the magnificent World Trade
Center Towers in New York City and the Pen-
tagon and in the grassy fields of Shanksville,
Pennsylvania. | stand here remembering those
who still suffer, whose hearts still ache over
the loss of so many innocent and interrupted
lives.

My prayer is that for those who lost a father,
a mother, a husband, a wife, a child, or a
friend will in the days and years ahead take
comfort in the certain knowledge that they
have gone on to claim the greatest prize, a
place in the Lord’s loving arms. And down
here on the ground, their memory will never
die so long as any of the many of us who
loved them lives.

Mr. Speaker, as hard as it is to believe, out
of a tragedy so overwhelming and horrific,
something good and great emerged in the
aftermath of September 11. On that day there
were no Republicans or Democrats. There
were no Northerners or Southerners or West
or East Coasters. We were not Red State or
Blue State. We were all simply Americans.

On that day, we were united in our shock
and anger and sadness. We were united in
our resolve to defend our country and protect
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the freedoms that has made America the
greatest country in the history of the world.

We lit candles, held hands, helped neigh-
bors, and prayed for our country and its lead-
ers. A united America can never be defeated
as Operation Enduring Freedom showed.

The brave and valiant armed forces of the
United States swiftly toppled the Taliban and
liberated Afghanistan.

As President George W. Bush announced to
the American people and to the world:
“Whether the terrorists are brought to justice
or justice is brought to the terrorists, justice
will be done.”

And though he ran and hid for almost ten
years, Osama bin Ladin could not hide forever
and evade the long arm of American justice,
which, under the leadership of President
Barack Obama, caught up with him on May 2,
2011.

Mr. Speaker, Americans take care of their
own. Americans cherish freedom. Americans
cherish liberty. And Americans want peace.
Not just for themselves alone, but all persons
in every corner of the globe.

Mr. Speaker, ensuring that America is safe
and secure and protected from another attack
on American soil is the least we owe to the
heroic passengers on Flight 93 and to the
brave firefighters of the FDNY and officers of
the NYPD and the officers and civilians we
lost in the Pentagon who gave faithful service
to our nation.

| believe all Americans want their country to
remain safe, free, and invulnerable to another
cowardly attack like the one we witnessed thir-
teen years ago today.

We owe that much to the Americans who
lost and gave their lives. We owe it to them to
ensure that their children and loved ones will
never again experience such pain, suffering,
and loss.

We can do this. We must do this. After all,
we are Americans.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO 9/11 VICTIMS

(Mr. YOHO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay
tribute to the innocent victims who
lost their lives on September 11, 2001.

Thirteen years ago today, our home-
land was attacked. Evil manifested
itself in the form of extremists who
murdered 3,000 Americans. Our world
and America was forever changed by
the tragedy that unfolded in New York;
Washington, D.C.; and Pennsylvania.

The evil that came out of the shad-
ows in 2001 still exists today in 2014. If
left unchecked, it will continue to grow
for the foreseeable future and threaten
us once more. Now, more than ever, we
must remain vigilant in the defense of
our great country and against those
who wish America harm. We can no
longer afford to be divided into Repub-
licans and Democrats, conservatives
and liberals. We must come together
today, from this point forward, as
Americans.

Today, let us pause and pray in re-
membrance of those who fell on 9/11
and for all who continue to stand in
harm’s way at home and abroad.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
was unavoidably delayed in a security
briefing on the issues dealing with the
terrorist group ISIL and I missed the
vote on the motion to recommit on
H.R. 3522, the Employee Health Care
Protection Act. If I had been present, I
would have voted ‘“‘aye.”

——————

TERRORISM ACROSS THE GLOBE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, at this
time I yield to my dear friend from
Georgia (Mr. WESTMORELAND).

HONORING S. TRUETT CATHY

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I come before you today to honor one
of Georgia’s greatest: Mr. S. Truett
Cathy.

Truett Cathy was known across the
globe as a successful businessman, au-
thor, and the ‘“‘inventor of the chicken
sandwich.” Mr. Cathy would also say,
“God created chicken; we created the
chicken sandwich.” But most impor-
tantly, he was a beloved great-grand-
father, grandfather, father, and hus-
band, above all else. His strong Chris-
tian faith could be seen in everything
he did. It didn’t matter if it was his
company, his employees, or his gen-
erosity. It was all embodied in the love
and good news of Jesus Christ.

Truett’s whole life was about giving
hope and opportunity to those who had
none. His dedication to helping chil-
dren who have been abused and lost in
the foster system reflected how impor-
tant family values were to him and are
only a fraction of what Truett, a man
of such great integrity, was able to ac-
complish.

Having come from nothing himself,
he wanted every child to have the same
chance at success and happiness as he
did. Truett established the WinShape
Foundation, which includes 11 long-
term foster homes for 95 children. The
WinShape Foundation helped not only
children in bad circumstances, but for
all periods of an individual’s life.

Truett also used his foundation as an
opportunity to show you that faith in
God can help you through your journey
by providing opportunities for young
adults to reconnect with their faith in
the college program, offering retreats
for married couples to renew their love
in each other and in God, and creating
our next generation’s leaders through
Christian wilderness camps to learn
how to be a better leader and a part of
a team.

Truett believed building Christian
leaders shouldn’t be limited to our
country’s borders and took WinShape
International through missionary trips
and projects in over 43 countries.

The generous work and humble spirit
of Truett Cathy has touched more lives
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