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proposed regulations, from carbon reg-
ulations to proposed lower ozone stand-
ards, will only make this number in-
crease if they move forward.

These shutdowns mean higher elec-
tricity prices. Sadly, EPA bureaucrats
don’t understand or don’t care about
how the abundance of coal in Kentucky
permits the State to benefit from rel-
atively low energy rates which make
our businesses more competitive and
make it easier to attract jobs. As we
saw during last winter’s cold snap, our
country needs coal and ready access to
it. Coal allows us to generate afford-
able power when there is an uptick in
electricity use combined with spikes in
natural gas prices. But as the EPA uses
the administrative fiat to terminate
existing and future coal-fired power-
plants, there will be less coal when we
need it the most—when we need a
source of affordable power. Families
throughout the country who rely on
coal for electricity could find them-
selves in a tough spot in the near fu-
ture with the current administration
in office.

Those are the facts about this admin-
istration’s war on coal, but let me pro-
vide a more vivid picture about Ken-
tucky coal itself.

Kentuckians have been mining coal
for generations. Kentucky coal helped
power the Industrial Revolution that
transformed our economy into the
largest and most prosperous in the
world. Kentucky coal has even contrib-
uted to the struggle to defend our Na-
tion in times of war. Kentucky’s coal
miners have done so much for our Na-
tion. The Senate should not be turning
its back on them now.

Jimmy Rose of Pineville, KY, is well
known to many as the voice of coal
country. Jimmy is a veteran of the
U.S. Marine Corps who served in Iraq, a
former coal miner, and a finalist from
the television show ‘‘America’s Got
Talent.”” He is famous for his song
‘“Coal Keeps the Lights On.” I think
Jimmy put it best when he said, ‘‘Coal
keeps the bills paid, the clothes on the
backs, and shoes on the feet.”

I am not going to stand idly by while
this administration and this EPA try
to wipe out the lifeblood of my home
State. The Senate was created to be a
deliberative body, one that would de-
bate and legislate on the great issues of
the day. Instead, the Senate, as it is
currently run, does all it can to avoid
important subjects such as the war on
coal.

It doesn’t have to be that way. The
Senate can still reclaim its mantle as a
body of vigorous debate and legislative
achievement, and the Kentucky coal
miner can still do an honest day’s hard
work for good pay, because after this
administration is out of office, the coal
will still be in the ground. After this
administration leaves office, the coal
will still be in the ground.

So I am going to fight for that Ken-
tucky coal miner to hold on to our
State’s birthright. This war on coal is
not over, not by a long shot.
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ENERGY POLICY

Mr. McCONNELL. On another mat-
ter, I just explained why the war on
coal has been so damaging to the peo-
ple of my State. It is clear to me at
least that we need to work together to-
ward sensible, all-of-the-above energy
policy. The good news is that the Re-
publican-run House is set to present us
with another perfect opportunity to
work across the aisle and do just that
this very week. The House plans to
pass and send over a bipartisan legisla-
tive package that would create jobs
while helping to make energy more af-
fordable and more abundant.

Among other things, this energy
package would finally approve the Key-
stone Pipeline. This is a project that is
safe, shovel-ready, and could create
tens of thousands of jobs right away. It
is just unacceptable that the adminis-
tration has now spent 6 years—6
yvears—dragging its feet on the Key-
stone Pipeline. I commend my col-
league from North Dakota Senator
HOEVEN for bringing attention to that
fact and for his strong vocal leadership
on this issue. While some on the other
side of the aisle claim to be supportive
of Keystone jobs, they have failed to
stand up to the majority leader who
has blocked this effort time and time
and time again on behalf of the Obama
administration. We need to approve the
House legislative package and finally
get this pipeline built and these Key-
stone jobs created.

But the House’s energy package
would do a lot more than just that. It
would also modernize the permitting
process, allow for more energy explo-
ration, increase exports of American
energy, and it would help us fight back
against the Obama administration’s
war on Kentucky coal jobs in several
different ways.

One bill would prevent the adminis-
tration from developing more job-kill-
ing coal regulations and another from
Representative WHITFIELD would push
back on the coal regulations that have
already been issued.

This package is common sense. I ap-
plaud our colleagues in the House for
their efforts on this issue. It presents a
perfect opportunity for our Democratic
friends, if they are willing to support
it, to prove they are serious about real
solutions for middle-class families—
that they have a real agenda beyond
just designed-to-fail bills.

————

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

STAFF SERGEANT DANIEL N. FANNIN

Mr. McCONNELL. This morning I
wish to share with my colleagues the
story of a brave Kentucky airman who
loved his country so much he defended
it at the cost of his life.

U.S. Air Force SSgt Daniel N.
Fannin, of Morehead, KY, was killed in
the crash of his reconnaissance plane
near Kandahar Airfield in Afghanistan
on April 27, 2013. It was just a few
weeks after his 30th birthday.
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For his service in uniform, Staff Ser-
geant Fannin received several medals,
awards, and declarations, including the
National Defense Service Ribbon, the
Global War on Terrorism Service
Medal, the Air Medal with two oak leaf
clusters, the Air Force Commendation
Medal with one oak leaf cluster, the
Air Force Achievement Medal with one
oak leaf cluster, and the Bronze Star.

Daniel’s mother Sharri Jones recalls
this of her son:

Daniel flew on this Earth as an airman. His
faith has earned him angel wings now. He
died serving others, serving his country, and
serving God. This mother is blessed.

Daniel grew up in Morehead and at-
tended Rowan County Senior High
School, from which he graduated in
2001. He enlisted in the Air Force short-
ly after graduation and at the time of
his death was a 12-year veteran.

Daniel’s mother Sharri remembers:

I frequently told Daniel he was my hero.
Benjamin Disraeli said, ‘“The legacy of he-
roes is the memory of a great name and the
inheritance of a great example.”

These words epitomize my son. His name
will be remembered, and his works are in-
deed great examples. He was then, and will
forever be, my hero.

Daniel’s mother Sharri continues:

I used to tell Daniel that it didn’t matter
what he did as a career in life, but I expected
him to be the best that he could be, no mat-
ter if he was a ditch digger or a CEO. He did
me proud by doing just that. He was the best
man that he could possibly be.

As Daniel grew up, he had to learn
how to do chores such as laundry,
cleaning, and cooking. Sharri’s mother
said:

Like all kids do, he complained constantly,
and sometimes it was a battle getting him to
do those things. I was fortunate enough to
get to attend his Air Force basic training
graduation ceremony in San Antonio. During
liberty, he took me aside and said: “Mom, I
want to thank you.” I said: “What for, son?”’
He said: ‘“‘For making me do all of those
things you made me do, like laundry. It sure
made things a lot easier for me here. Some of
these guys didn’t even know how to turn a
washer on!”’

Daniel was an avid reader from his
early childhood. ‘“The hardest form of
punishment for him was not to allow
him to read,” says his mother Sharri.
Daniel’s wife Sonya Fannin certainly
agreed. ‘‘He could read a 400-page book
in a day or less,” she says.

Daniel met Sonya while stationed in
Oklahoma City. Sonya says:

One of my favorite stories to tell was that
on our first date he went to the flower shop
to pick a bouquet. He spent hours in the
shop, he said, before finally picking two
dozen white roses. When he presented them
at the door, Danny didn’t know that those
were my favorite flowers, but that was the
moment I knew.

Daniel loved to go camping, hiking,
biking, and fishing. He loved the out-
doors. On his and Sonya’s 5-year anni-
versary trip to Maui, Danny’s favorite
activity was a submarine ride 170 feet
below sea level. He liked to say he had
been to the depths of the ocean and
flown to the highest heights after that
trip.
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Daniel was assigned to the Air
Force’s 552nd Operations Support
Squadron at Tinker Air Force Base in
Oklahoma City. He was an airborne
sensor operator and a qualified Air
Force air surveillance instructor who
served with distinction at Tinker Air
Force Base.

In his dozen years of service, Daniel
deployed on three tours as an E-3
AWACS, or airborne warning and con-
trol system, aircraft surveillance tech-
nician. He was also an MC-12 sensor op-
erator. While in Afghanistan, Daniel
was assigned to the 361st Expeditionary
Reconnaissance Squadron as a member
of the 451st Air Expeditionary Wing at
Kandahar Air Base.

His mother said:

After his death, multiple superior officers
have told me how respected he was, how well
Daniel performed his duties, and that he was
exceptional at mentoring young airmen per-
sonally as he was professionally. Daniel was
a very devout man. Many have said that he
led them to Christ or reconnected them with
the Lord.

His wife Sonya agrees:

He was a Christian man of Christian values
and morals. He served God in all that he did.

Daniel also liked to laugh and joke

with his family and friends. Sonya
says:
He went by many nicknames; ‘“‘Dan the

man,” ‘“Fan Dannin,” and my dad’s favorite,
“Lieutenant Dan.” My dad would always
ask, “Lieutenant Dan, have you flown much
lately?”’ Danny would stick his arms out to
each side and say he had been flying as much
as he could.

After Daniel’s death, at a park lo-
cated near Tinker Area Force Base,
where he had been stationed, Daniel’s
legacy was honored with a replica E-3
AWACS aircraft dedicated in his honor
in a ceremony in April of this year. In-
scribed on the tail of the E-3 replica
honoring Daniel are the words ‘‘Service
Before Self,”” one of the Air Force’s
core values those who knew Daniel
knew he lived by.

Sonya Fannin was present for the
dedication to her husband, and she
spoke to the crowd of about 300. She
said:

This memorializes Daniel’s very essence,
his giving spirit in a way which those in the
public can see. Memorializing Danny here in
the public park, a place in which our civilian
friends and family can visit and heal on their
own time, is truly special.

Daniel’s family members and friends
are foremost in our thoughts as I re-
count this story for my Senate col-
leagues today. They include his wife
Sonya Fannin, his mother Sharri
Jones, his grandparents Henry and
Fern Hamm, and many other beloved
family members and friends.

I would like to close with some words
from Daniel’s mother Sharri about her
son. Here is what she said:

I know that there are many who continue
to grieve deeply over Daniel’s passing. To
them I would say, take the things that Dan-
iel shared with you, learn from them, and
pass them forward. Give others what he gave
you. In that way, he will live forever.

I couldn’t agree more with such a
heartfelt sentiment.
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I would like the family of SSgt Dan-
iel Fannin to know that Members of
the Senate do indeed recognize the
things Daniel gave to his country—
namely, his service, his life, and his sa-
cred honor. We will be forever grateful.

————————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
HEITKAMP). Under the previous order,
the leadership time is reserved.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will be
in a period of morning business until 12
p.m., with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each and
with the time equally divided and con-
trolled between the two leaders or
their designees.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Delaware.

————

REMEMBERING MATT HALEY

Mr. COONS. Madam President, I
come to the floor today my heart
heavy with a challenging task, which is
to convey the remarkable, the special,
the powerful spirit of a friend who
passed 3 weeks ago in a tragic accident
in India.

Matt Haley was a remarkable Dela-
warean. Matt Haley was a gifted and
accomplished chef and entrepreneur.
Matt Haley was someone who touched
so many lives in my home State of
Delaware.

In 2012 Matt won the Delaware Res-
taurant Association’s Cornerstone
Award, a lifetime achievement award
recognizing restaurateurs who dedicate
their lives to humanitarian efforts.

Matt owned eight different res-
taurants all across the beach region so
well known to folks here in Wash-
ington. Matt owned restaurants in Re-
hoboth Beach, Lewes, Ocean View,
Bethany Beach, Fenwick Island, and
was involved in dozens of other busi-
ness enterprises in other States.

In 2014 Matt had the best year he ever
had in terms of the reach and scope of
his potential and his vision and his rec-
ognition by his profession. He won the
National Restaurant Association Cor-
nerstone Humanitarian Award. I was
thrilled to be able to join in that cele-
bration here in Washington. He won
the International Association of Cul-
inary Professionals Humanitarian
Award. He won the James Beard Hu-
manitarian Award in a remarkable
celebration in New York. He won all
three major recognitions, major awards
from the restaurant and culinary in-
dustry—the triple crown, as it were.

Having never met him, you might
think this man, having been so success-
ful as an entrepreneur and a business-
man and so recognized and celebrated
in all these different ways, would have
been puffed up and filled with himself
and with pride and with a sense of ac-
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complishment and success. Matt did
have a sense of accomplishment and
success, but it came from a very dif-
ferent place. His spirit, his personality
was profoundly different than that
brief resume might suggest because
Matt was someone who had a second
and a third chance at life, so he em-
braced it with a passion and an open-
heartedness I have never seen any-
where else.

Matt was 53 years old and had been
sober for 24 years. Not many years be-
fore this remarkable year of success he
had this year, Matt had been riding the
bus to work as a minimum-wage dish-
washer as he was reinventing himself.
Matt spent 4 years in prison on a 13-
year prison sentence.

As he memorably remarked in a talk
he gave days before he left on this trip
to India, Matt had life-altering, ter-
rible experiences as a child. Matt had
managed to grow up in an environment
of circumstances and have experiences
that would cripple any human person,
any spirit, and had become someone
who was violent and addicted, and in-
evitably, as a consequence of a lot of
his actions, he ended up in jail. He was
exactly the sort of person so many
would be willing to write off. Yet Matt
found an opportunity through the cul-
inary arts, through the simple and
powerful skill of cooking for others. He
found a pathway back and a roadway
up. Matt was someone who cooked not
just well but was gifted at pulling to-
gether completely unrelated items and
making something simple, tasty, and
powerful.

Matt understood what a remarkable
pathway toward success and independ-
ence restaurants can be for those who
start working at the very lowest end of
the scale in our country in terms of
pay scale and yet can steadily grow to
be successful managers or even res-
taurant owners.

Matt was someone who also had just
gotten a positive diagnosis after strug-
gling with a nearly life-ending bout
with cancer. Matt had nearly died to
this world once as a young man in pris-
on and then had nearly died to us a sec-
ond time through cancer.

I was blessed to have gotten to know
him just in the last few years and to
have been touched by the power of his
energy. Matt had a hunger to connect
with and touch and help love others in
the world who hadn’t yet seen the pos-
sibilities of this world.

Matt would go anywhere, anytime to
help someone in need in Delaware.

The stories are legend of what Matt
did spontaneously and powerfully to
reach out and touch folks in our home
State and around the world who needed
his special gift—not just his resources
but his energy and his kindness.

Matt’s business partner Scott shared
with me a story that he was literally
driving down the road and came across
a van from the Delaware Adolescent
Program, Inc., DAPI, a van for a pro-
gram that helps young moms complete
school and be healthy and successful
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