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through the Jazz Development Workshop,
where she was taught by Marcus Belgrave.

She then came to Washington, D.C., where
she received a degree from Howard University
in Jazz Studies in 1979. At Howard, she stud-
ied under composers Thomas Kerr, pianists
Raymond Jackson, John Malichi, Fred Irby,
Arthur Dawkins, and Komla Amoaku. She then
left D.C. for New York City, where she learned
from bop pianist Kenny Barron. She then
moved on to study ethnomusicology at the
University of Pittsburgh, earning her masters
there. She returned to New York, where she
began touring with Mary Wilson and the
Supremes in 1982. She later helped charter
the Black Rock Coalition and the Brooklyn M-
Base movement. She would collaborate on
several works with a fellow charter member of
that group, Steve Coleman.

Her own albums have displayed a depth of
range and skill. Her first album, The
Printmakers, displays what many have called
an avant-garde talent. In 1995, her album
Twenty-One, won the Soul Train’s Lady of
Soul Award for album of the year. In 2008,
Ms. Allen won a Guggenheim Fellowship in
Composition, which allowed her to release her
composition Refractions: Flying Toward the
Sound, which celebrates the work of Cecil
Taylor, McCoy Tyner, and Herbie Hancock.
She is the youngest person and the only
woman to receive the Danish JAZZPAR
award.

In addition to the massive number of awards
she has received, which are simply too numer-
ous to mention here, Ms. Allen has also been
a remarkable mentor to younger jazz musi-
cians. One example of such efforts is found in
the powerful For the Healing of the Nations, a
tribute to the survivors of 9/11, which was per-
formed with Howard University’s Afro-Blue
Jazz Choir. In addition to her work with her
alma mater, she has been a professional edu-
cator for many years, having taught jazz at the
University of Michigan, and presently at the
University of Pittsburgh.

Despite this list of accomplishments, she
has yet to slow down and take a break. She
recently released a recording celebrating our
collective home town: Grand River Crossings:
Motown & Motor City Inspirations. On May 10,
2014, she received an Honorary Doctorate of
Music from the Berklee College of Music.

Geri Allen is a living national jazz treasure,
and | encourage my colleagues to learn more
about her tremendous contributions to the
most American of art forms.

——————

RECOGNIZING SUNSHINE ELEMEN-
TARY SCHOOL’S SESQUICENTEN-
NIAL

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 18, 2014

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Sunshine Elementary School’s sesqui-
centennial.

On October 24th, Sunshine Elementary
School will celebrate 150 years of providing
the children of Springfield, Missouri, with an
outstanding education. Sunshine Elementary
has always striven to provide children with the
tools and skills necessary for them to be suc-
cessful in life.
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Though many changes have occurred in the
past 150 years, one thing has remained con-
stant, and that is the dedication of Sunshine
Elementary faculty and staff to their students.
Past and current faculty and staff have con-
tributed long hours of committed service in
providing each Sunshine Elementary student
with the best education possible.

Sunshine Elementary would not be nearly
as successful without the help and support
provided by the surrounding Springfield com-
munity. Its strong ties to the neighborhood
have allowed parents and faculty to work
closely together, creating an environment es-
pecially conducive to learning and success.

Sunshine Elementary started out as a one-
room building 150 years ago and over the
years has grown into a great elementary
school for Springfield students.

| congratulate Sunshine Elementary School
as the school celebrates 150 years.

————

LWCF AND WILDERNESS 50TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. RUSH HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 18, 2014

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to com-
memorate the 50th Anniversary of two of our
country’s most transformational conservation
laws, the Wilderness Act and the Land and
Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Act.

Earlier this month | celebrated the Anniver-
sary of LWCF and the Wilderness Act at the
Great Swamp National Wildlife Refuge in New
Jersey. This area was the first wilderness es-
tablished within the Department of the Interior
following the passage of the Wilderness Act.

LWCF money has also contributed to the
preservation of the Great Swamp, and in fact
LWCF money totaling more than 400 million
dollars has come to New Jersey. In other
states around the country the LWCF has con-
tributed even more.

I, along with Secretary Jewell and many
members of Congress, have advocated mak-
ing permanent full funding for the LWCF. We
must remember that over 50 years, in only
ONE year has the LWCF received the full au-
thorized funding. The idea was to take reve-
nues from depleted resources, in other words
from off shore oil drilling and mineral extrac-
tion, and use that to preserve other resources,
land.

Ecologists have made it especially clear in
recent years that we really must have inter-
locking tracts of land, what Frederick Law
Olmstead called emerald necklaces, across
the country. It is not enough to protect only
isolated places; that is not enough for migrat-
ing species and even plant communities, who
must interact over long distances.

Wilderness is important for so many rea-
sons. Wilderness provides more than simply
beautiful vistas, it is how nature heals herself
and it is critically important for human well-
being. What we forget is that preserving only
a few headliner areas is insufficient. And that
is why Congress really must reauthorize and
fully fund the Land and Water Conservation
Fund because it is critically important to this
whole picture.

One of my proudest moments in my now 16
year career in congress was in the early
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months in office when some of us junior mem-
bers managed to revive the state side match-
ing program, of the LWCF the landslide con-
servation program.

It certainly was a proud moment and since
then | have led an annual effort to fund the
LWCF.

This year 170 members of congress joined
me in a letter to appropriators to provide fund-
ing for the LWCF. But it is not enough if we
don’t reauthorize it now and provide full find-
ing.

gl'his Congress | am also proud to be the
sponsor of two wilderness bills of national im-
portance, the Udall-Eisenhower Artic Wilder-
ness Act, to permanently designate the Arctic
Refuge Coastal Plain as wilderness, and the
Red Rocks Wilderness Act, to protect as wil-
derness Utah’s Red Rocks area.

We’re going to get these bills passed one
way or another, we must. It is so important,
not just because of the naturalness that is pre-
served, but because of what it says about our
country.

The Wilderness Act, when Hubert Hum-
phrey and others introduced it, sat around on
the legislative agenda for years—Congress
after congress. It was the support of citizen
activists that created the momentum nec-
essary to pass The Wilderness Act. And it will
be the work of activists like those with the
Alaska Wilderness League, the Southern Utah
Wilderness Alliance, and the Wilderness Soci-
ety that will continue to work for the passage
of wilderness bills.

The Wilderness Act provides some of the
strongest land protections in the world by rec-
ognizing wilderness areas as where the earth
and its community of life are untrammeled by
humans, where humans ourselves are visitors
who do not remain.

From the Great Swamp Wilderness in New
Jersey to the Arctic Refuge in Alaska—wilder-
ness is essential to safeguard our nation’s
most wild and beautiful areas, not simply to
preserve beautiful scenery, but to give nature
the necessary resilience to sustain itself, and
also to give humans places to renew and
master ourselves.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF §ST. JOHN
A.M.E. CHURCH’S 144TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 18, 2014

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
my honor and pleasure to extend my sincere
congratulations to the congregation of St. John
African Methodist Episcopal Church in Colum-
bus, Georgia as the church’s membership and
leadership celebrates a remarkable 144 years.
St. John A.M.E. Church will usher in this mile-
stone with a celebration, aptly named “Stung
By The Spirit,” and a day of service on Sun-
day, September 21, 2014.

St. John A.M.E. Church was founded as St.
John’s Chapel in 1870 and was located on
Fifth Avenue in Columbus. Reverend John G.
Mitchell served as the first faith leader to the
founding congregation, a dynamic group of
faithful and steadfast Reconstruction-era
Christians who helped bring the church to life.

The church grew and evolved over the next
century and on September 30, 1980, it was
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placed on the list of National Historic Build-
ings. This honor was attributed to the church’s
Victorian Gothic architectural design, the melo-
dious bell in the steeple towering over the bril-
liant stained glass windows, and its long and
storied history.

Unfortunately, hardship struck on February
10, 1990, when a tornado swept through the
community and severely damaged the church.
As plans were drawn to restore the building, a
second tornado created further damage to the
structure on February 22, 1990. In a dem-
onstration of compassion and unity, a great
number of nearby churches opened their
doors to the members of St. John. Reverend
Elijah Smith, alongside other officers and the
congregation, accepted the generous invitation
extended to them by the Reverend Eugene
Adams, Jr. from the nearby Saint James
A.M.E. Church.

Eventually, the members of the St. John
family made the decision to relocate and build
a new church on Steam Mill Road in Colum-
bus. The grand opening ceremony for the new
location took place on September 2, 1991.

While the original location of the church is
no longer in service, its members still consider
that first edifice near and dear to their hearts.
Thankfully, certain items, such as the stained
glass windows, brass railings, and various
pieces of furniture, were salvaged from the
original location and artfully incorporated into
the new church.

The story of St. John A.M.E. and its long
history of coming together through the good
and difficult times is truly an inspiring one of
the dedication and perseverance of a faithful
congregation of people who put all their love
and trust in the Lord. Today, the church con-
tinues to flourish under the leadership of Rev.
Dr. Debora F. Grant.

Mr. Speaker, today | ask my colleagues to
join me in congratulating St. John African
Methodist Episcopal Church on its 144 re-
markable years of worship and service in the
name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF IRONWORKERS LOCAL
UNION 155

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 18, 2014

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Ironworkers Local Union 155
(Local 155) organization in celebration of their
100th anniversary.

On March 11, 1914, the Local 155 came
into existence. The Local 155 was founded by
great visionaries who saw an opportunity to
extend the services of a Local Union to the
Central Valley. Starting off from humble begin-
nings with just a mere $28.50 in their general
fund, the Local 155 has grown into a leader in
the ironworker industry for not only California’s
Central Valley but also in parts of Nevada.

The Local 155 attributes much of their suc-
cess to the founding fathers of the union.
Their first president, L.R. Boltinghouse, Finan-
cial Secretary, Paul Kidd, and Recording Sec-
retary, T.F. Harrigan all took the risk and re-
sponsibility of starting a Local Union. Their ef-
forts paved the way for many more officers
and workers to follow in their footsteps and
become a part of the Local 155.
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The Local 155 is a union which works to en-
rich the lives of residents in the Central Valley.
They have proudly served the Fresno area
and have made outstanding strides for the
local economy. Although the Local 155 has
battled some tough times, they always con-
tinue on with impressive resiliency. In addition,
they have made great progress to improve the
working conditions and wages for ironworkers.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the Ironworkers Local Union
155 in celebration of the 100th Anniversary. |
would like to thank them for their service in
the Central Valley and wish them many more
years of success.

————

PERIPHERAL AUTOIMMUNE
NEUROPATHIES AWARENESS

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 18, 2014

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to call attention to rare and serious auto-
immune neuropathies such as Guillain-Barré
syndrome (GBS), Chronic Inflammatory
Demyelinating Polyneuropathy (CIDP),
Multifocal Motor Neuropathy (MMN), and re-
lated conditions. These diseases cause the
body’s immune system to attack healthy or-
gans and tissues. In the case of conditions
like GBS, CIDP, and MMN, the immune sys-
tem attacks the body’s peripheral nervous sys-
tem.

As we find with so many ailments, aware-
ness, recognition, and an early and accurate
diagnosis are key to mitigating the serious
health consequences of peripheral auto-
immune neuropathies. The earlier treatment
begins, the better the prognosis for the af-
fected individual. These conditions can be pro-
gressive, and any delays in medical interven-
tion can result in the patient being completely
immobilized and using a ventilator to breathe,
with the potential for residual damage and dis-
ability. Essentially, the more damage that is
done to the nervous system, the longer it
takes to heal.

According to the National Institutes of
Health (NIH), symptoms are related to the
type of affected nerve and may be seen over
a period of days, weeks, or years. Muscle
weakness is the most common symptom of
motor nerve damage. Other symptoms may in-
clude painful cramps and uncontrolled muscle
twitching visible under the skin, muscle loss,
bone degeneration, and changes in the skin,
hair, and nails. NIH plays a crucial role in the
effort to combat these conditions, as treatment
options are limited and diagnosis can be dif-
ficult. While there are many known triggers for
the conditions, the underlying causes have yet
to be defined. Investment in medical research
and scientific innovation is needed to identify
the root cause of these conditions and to im-
prove the lives of affected individuals.

This October, the GBS/CIDP Foundation
International is coordinating the 13th Inter-
national Symposium on GBS, CIDP, MMN,
and related conditions. This event will bring
leading scientific minds, patients, and other
stakeholders together with the goal of advanc-
ing our understanding of these conditions and
improving care for affected individuals. | urge
my colleagues to join me in supporting this
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community’s ongoing effort to raise awareness
and advance medical research. We extend our
sincerest gratitude and strong support as
these dedicated individuals come together to
collectively reach toward knowledge, cures,
and the promise of healthier lives for all.

———

RECOGNIZING ARROWHEAD
BUILDING SUPPLY, INC.

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 18, 2014

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Arrowhead Building Supply, Inc. on re-
ceiving the Small Business of the Year award
presented by the Branson/Lakes Area Cham-
ber of Commerce.

Arrowhead Building Supply, Inc. arrived in
the Branson area four years ago and has
made its mission to develop relationships and
trust in the community. Arrowhead prides itself
on integrity, a principle that has helped it fit in
well with the Branson community.

With services like same day delivery, roofing
recycling bins, and job lockers, Arrowhead
provides value that other suppliers simply can-
not match. Arrowhead designs and builds all
of its own delivery equipment, job lockers, and
shingling recycling bins. Manufacturing its own
products allows it to save time and service
more customers in a day.

Arrowhead has gone above and beyond to
become a part of the Branson community and
we are lucky to have it and the outstanding
services it provides to customers.

| urge my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Arrowhead Building Supply, Inc. on re-
ceiving the Small Business of the Year award.

PROMOTING JOB CREATION AND
REDUCING SMALL BUSINESS
BURDENS ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 15, 2014

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, | oppose The
Promoting Job Creation and Reducing Small
Business Burdens Act, (H.R. 5405). This bill
contains 11 separate bills some of which |
support and some | oppose. This legislation
contains a number of potentially significant de-
regulatory measures, many of which are being
addressed by regulatory action by the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission and Commod-
ities Futures Trading Commission. These bills
stop those productive efforts replacing them
with sweeping deregulation which | think is
worse for investors and the economy.

| specifically wish to draw attention to my
concerns with The Small Company Disclosure
Simplification Act (H.R. 4164)—Title VIl of this
bill. This bill would exempt nearly 60 percent
of public companies from complying with the
EXtensible Business Reporting Language
(XBRL) requirement. XBRL is an improvement
the Securities and Exchange Commission
(SEC) started in 2009 to enable more efficient
investing, especially investing in smaller firms.
Instead of investors, the public and regulators
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