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more the United States can do to support our
democratic ally politically and militarily. We
must support Taiwan’s democracy and the
human rights of the Taiwanese people by pro-
viding the tools and assistance necessary to
resist Chinese coercion. The United States
should help to modernize Taiwan’s defense
capabilities by building its capacity to partner
with other friendly foreign militaries and
through the sale of necessary defense articles.
We can also support Taiwan by encouraging
visits by high-level officials between our na-
tions and supporting the meaningful participa-
tion of Taiwan in international organizations.

Along with my colleagues Representatives
MARIO DIAZ-BALART, ALBIO SIRES, GERRY CON-
NOLLY, and JOHN CARTER, the co-Chairs of the
Congressional Taiwan Caucus, | have intro-
duced legislation called the Taiwan Policy Act
that would accomplish these objectives,
strengthening the U.S.-Taiwan relationship po-
litically, economically, and militarily. As Tai-
wan’s National Day approaches, let us use
this auspicious occasion to find ways to im-
prove our relations even further. Taiwan is a
beacon of freedom in the Pacific and we can-
not afford to support Taiwan any less than to
the best of our ability. Happy Double Ten Day,
Taiwan.

HONORING MS. AI-JEN POO
HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 18, 2014

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Ai-jen Poo to congratulate her on the
2014 MacArthur Foundation Fellowship. Mac-
Arthur “Genius” Fellows show extraordinary
dedication and originality in their field, as well
as exceptional promise for continuing their
creative pursuits in the future. Ms. Poo dem-
onstrated these qualities through her success-
ful organization of domestic workers on a na-
tional and international level. She has created
better working conditions for women who are
often exploited, by establishing fair labor
standards which were originally nonexistent.

Ms. Poo started organizing immigrant
women workers in 1996. In 2000, she co-
founded Domestic Workers United, the organi-
zation that has successfully advocated for
passage of the state of New York’s Domestic
Workers’ Bill of Rights in 2010. Currently, Ms.
Poo is the Executive Director of the National
Domestic Workers Alliance (NDWA), which
arose from the first national domestic workers
convention in 2007 that she helped plan.
NDWA is a leading organization in building fair
labor standards for the 2.5 million domestic
workers in the U.S. Recently, Poo was instru-
mental in the Department of Labor’'s decision
to include caregivers for the elderly and dis-
abled in federal minimum wage and overtime
protections.

Ms. Poo is also Co-Director of Caring
Across Generations, a campaign that brings
together caregivers and the employers into an
alliance that supports immigration reform,
health care, and labor policies. This con-
fluence of interest results in better labor condi-
tions, and greater quality care for America’s
aging population.

Aside from being a 2014 MacArthur Foun-
dation fellow, Ms. Poo was previously recog-
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nized with numerous other accolades including
the World Economic Forum Young Gilobal
Leader award in 2013, and the Ms. Founda-
tion Woman of Vision Award. In 2012, she
was named one of TIME Magazine’s 100 Most
Influential People in the World.

Ms. Poo has exhibited outstanding devotion
to a cause that continues to improve countless
lives. | appreciate all that she has done to
serve our nation, and | congratulate her for
her achievement. She is more than deserving
of this honor.

HONORING NICOLE MONTNA VAN
VLECK

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 18, 2014

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | submit the
following:

Nicole Montna Van Vleck (Rice grower and
industry leader; Sutter and Sacramento
Counties): Nicole Montna Van Vleck is the
managing partner of family owned and oper-
ated Montna Farms in Yuba City, a major
grower of Japanese short grain specialty
rice. Nicole is actively involved in all as-
pects of the operations from growing to dry-
ing and milling and her involvement with
California agriculture is long-standing. She
is a third generation Sutter County rice
farmer who has been a leader in numerous
associations as an advocate for the state’s
farmers.

For more than a decade she has served on
the California Rice Commission where she
currently sits on the Board of Directors and
on numerous committees. She is a member
of the California Rice Industry Association
Board and in 2011 joined the Board of Direc-
tors for American Commodity Company.
From February of 2011 to July 2013, Nicole
served as co-chair for the USA Rice Federa-
tion Rice Quality Task Force and remains
active. She also is active in the USA Rice
Producers Group.

In the area of water, Nicole has leadership
roles in the Northern California Water Asso-
ciation. She is Vice President of the Sutter
Bypass Butte Slough Water Users Associa-
tion, having been president for more than a
decade. She is Treasurer of Garden Highway
Mutual Water District. Outside of agri-
culture, Nicole is a member of the Board of
Directors for River Valley Community Bank.
Nicole is a graduate of the California Agri-
cultural Leadership Program, and of the
USA Rice Leadership Program. Early in her
career she worked as a legislative analyst for
the law firm of Morrison & Foerster before
returning to the family farm in 1994. As Vice
Chair of the California State Fair Agricul-
tural Advisory Board, Nicole advocates for
agricultural education programs for youth.
She raised money for State Fair Scholar-
ships and school tours of the State Fair
Farm. Nicole is a respected leader and cham-
pion for women in agriculture statewide and
for economic development in Sutter County.

————

VAWA; HISTORIC LAW CONTINUES
TO HELP WOMEN AND GIRLS

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 18, 2014

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, this
week we mark the 20th anniversary of enact-

E1491

ment of the Violence Against Women Act,
which was signed on September 20, 1994. |
supported and continue to strongly support
this law. | voted to create the programs in
1994 and helped ensure enactment of the first
reauthorization in 2000 by attaching it to my
anti-trafficking law—the Victims of Trafficking
and Violence Prevention Act (PL 106-386/
TVPA). | also cosponsored the 2005 reauthor-
ization, fought to ensure these programs are
fully funded to assist the maximum number of
victims and voted for seven of the first seven
VAWA reauthorization bills offered through
2012.

All of these efforts have helped draw na-
tional attention to the epidemic of domestic vi-
olence and invested significant resources to
prevent domestic violence, assist the women
and children who fall victim to it, and improve
our justice system’s response.

Millions of victims have been helped by
VAWA, but more remains to be done.

The release of a video last week of then-
Baltimore Ravens runningback Ray Rice as-
saulting his now wife in an elevator in Atlantic
City horrified us all. I, like most Americans,
was shocked and disgusted by the unaccept-
able brutality and violence captured on the
video. But regrettably, the violence exposed
does not represent a rare, isolated incident but
rather an exploitation that remains all too prev-
alent in our modern day society.

VAWA is one component of a solution, but
we must work harder and have a more robust
national conversation on the culture of vio-
lence in America and how we can better pro-
tect vulnerable women and children.

Of course, acts of violence against women
and children are not a uniquely American
problem. Around the world, women and chil-
dren are abused and assaulted, and in many
places, unable to receive any form of assist-
ance or hold perpetrators to account. In con-
flict zones rape is used as a weapon of war
and intimidation. Modern day slavery con-
tinues as traffickers sell women as commod-
ities. Gendercide, where babies are aborted
based exclusively on their sex, is common-
place in many cultures, particularly in China.

Again, Mr. Speaker, we can, and must, do
better.

In 2000, when VAWA was up for renewal
and there was a concern that it may not pass,
| helped secure its enactment by attaching the
reauthorization bill in it entirety to my landmark
TVPA. The TVPA was a significant break-
through—for the first time we put significant
U.S. resources and the real force of law to-
wards the prosecution of those who sexually
exploit and traffic women and children and sig-
nificant resources towards shelters and treat-
ment for women abused both here in the U.S.
and around the world. Simultaneously we re-
authorized the VAWA programs; enacted
“Aimee’s Law” under which any state that pre-
maturely releases violent criminals will be
forced to reimburse another state if the crimi-
nal repeats the crime; and expanded the
scope of Megan’s Law so that it covered col-
lege campuses.

The version of VAWA that was signed into
law last year reauthorized some of these
antihuman trafficking programs but unfortu-
nately gutted the State Department’s Traf-
ficking in Persons (TIP) Office. As | stated at
the time, these provisions: “represents a sig-
nificant retreat in the struggle to end human
trafficking.”
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