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It has withered our capacity as a people to
confront forthrightly our reluctance to pay
taxes for the public services we desire.

It has trampled on the ideal of ‘‘justice for
all.”

It has broken faith with the wisdom and
leaders of earlier generations who, seeing the
failure of gambling in the past, amended
state constitutions to ban gambling activi-
ties.

It has lied to us about how the government
actually uses the money it gets from gam-
bling.

It has lied to us by repeating again and
again that luck—rather than work—is the
key to the American dream.

This is a critical moment. How our genera-
tion responds to the reach and arrogance of
the government-gambling power complex
will largely determine the legacy we pass on
to the next generation. Politically, economi-
cally, ethically, and spiritually, the stakes
are extraordinarily high.

Politically: Government’s partnership with
gambling fundamentally changes the com-
pact between government and the governed.
It pits government’s interests against the
best interests of its people. For government
to win, its citizens must lose.

Economically: No great nation has ever
built prosperity on the foundations of per-
sonal debt, addiction, and the steady expan-
sion of ‘‘businesses’” that produce no new
wealth. Relying on gambling as an economic
development strategy is a sign of surrender
and defeat on the part of leaders who have
failed to lead.

Ethically: A decent government does not
finance its activities by playing its most vul-
nerable citizens for suckers, thus rendering
the lives of millions expendable, exploitable,
and unworthy of protection.

Spiritually: We mock the higher values
that any good society depends on—honesty,
mutual trust, self-discipline, sacrifice, con-
cern for others, and a belief in a work ethic
that connects effort and reward—when gov-
ernment tells its citizens every day that it is
committed to providing ‘‘fun’ instead of op-
portunity; that a rigged bet is the way to
achieve the American dream; and that spend-
ing one’s hard-earned dollars on scratch
tickets is a form of good citizenship.

This is America. Surely we can do better
than this. Surely we must. The choice is
not—it has never been—between tying our
future to gambling and accepting economic
decline. Government-sponsored gambling is
itself a form of economic decline. The alter-
native is to muster the courage to chart a
path to true prosperity. An America freed
from the yoke of government-sponsored
gambling would be an America once again on
the move—an America with broader and
more sustainable economic growth, more
honesty in government, more social trust,
and the rekindling of the optimism that has
long been our defining national strength.

While many leaders on both sides of the po-
litical aisle loudly proclaim they are com-
mitted to fighting unfairness and inequality
of opportunity in America, their support of
sponsoring and promoting gambling is actu-
ally intensifying the very unfairness and in-
equality that they decry. Many forces cur-
rently contributing to the rise of inequality,
such as globalization and technological
change, cannot be directly controlled by pub-
lic policy. But government-sponsored gam-
bling is a public policy—and it exists only
because policy makers want it to exist.

A mounting pile of independent evidence
further confirms this reality. Government-
sponsored gambling is harming health,
draining wealth from people in the lower
ranks of the income distribution, and con-
tributing to economic inequality. These are
among the findings of Why Casinos Matter:
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Thirty-One Evidence-Based Propositions
from the Health and Social Sciences, a re-
port released from the Council on Casinos in
September 2013, an independent group of
scholars and public policy leaders convened
by the Institute for American Values, a non-
partisan New York City-based think tank.

After four decades of unfulfilled promises,
corrupt deals and broken dreams, it is time
for our government to end its partnership
with organized gambling interests and to
embrace a fundamentally different and high-
er vision of the path to American prosperity.

In short, after four decades of consistent
failure, it is time for our government to get
out of gambling and for gambling to get out
of our government. Stop Predatory Gam-
bling is a Washington, DC-based nonprofit,
transpartisan network of individuals and or-
ganizations from diverse backgrounds, polit-
ical convictions and religious faiths dedi-
cated to this fundamental national reform.
We are committed to end the unfairness and
inequality of opportunity created by govern-
ment-sponsored casinos and lotteries.

We are part of the most diverse movement
in the nation, an affirmation that most
Americans share basic principles and values
regardless of their position along the polit-
ical spectrum. Today, we also provide a voice
to all of these citizens from coast-to-coast
who have bravely and selflessly fought in re-
cent decades on behalf of our core belief that
no taxpayer dollar should be used by govern-
ment to lure citizens into gambling away
their money and becoming slaves to debt; no
agency or entity of government should de-
pend on gambling to fund its activities; and
no legislature, whether in the name of eco-
nomic development or raising revenue,
should pass laws to promote or sponsor gam-
bling.

Some of you may ask what if government
stopped sponsoring and promoting gambling?
A better question that leads to a more re-
vealing answer would be how did our nation
educate children prior to introducing the lot-
tery? Did not our parents as stakeholders
fund government to provide the educational
pathways to citizenship and potential pros-
perity? After World War II, how did America
pivot from waging battle to creating jobs for
a prosperous peacetime and enabling its citi-
zens to become economic winners? Did not
our government invest in not only roads and
our infrastructure but more important, in
breadwinners and families?

Already underway is a reclaiming of Amer-
ica from the devastation and heartbreak of
government-sponsored casinos and lotteries.

It began in earnest with the establishment
of the National Gambling Impact Study
Commission by Congress in 1996 and its sub-
sequent report in 1999 provided citizens with
clear cut recommendations. The bipartisan
commitment and courage by Congressman
Frank Wolf, Congressman John LaFalce,
Senator Richard Lugar and the late Senator
Paul Simon to determine the truth about
government-sponsored gambling, sustained
and nourished the bottom-up growth of a na-
tional citizen movement opposing this dis-
honest and harmful public policy. What
began as a diverse national coalition of
groups and individuals, ultimately led to the
organization of Stop Predatory Gambling,
where today empowered citizens are chal-
lenging the gambling promoters with ever
increasing intensity at the local, state and
now, with the push for internet gambling,
the federal level.

Perhaps the most visible challenge in 2014
is happening at the ballot box, that sacred
public place where citizens can vote out of
their best hopes or their worst fears for a
common future. Citizens in Massachusetts
have inspiringly waged a relentless fight
against government-sponsored casinos for al-

E1503

most four years running. These citizens suc-
ceeded against overwhelming odds to achieve
the first ever ballot question in a major
state attempting to repeal state gambling
laws in modern American history. Regard-
less of the outcome, the repeal drive signifies
the unavoidable rising tide bringing a surge
of major national reform on this issue.

Over the long-term, the most profound and
lasting change may happen in our justice
system. The family of Scott Stevens is en-
suring he is no longer voiceless by bringing
the facts of their story to federal court. Such
litigation is bolstered by the rapidly-growing
awareness of gambling addiction as a major
public health issue, evidenced by the na-
tional story published last week by The Co-
lumbia University School of Public Health
about the massive public health impacts of
government-sponsored casinos and lotteries.
It spotlights how predatory gambling is
harming millions of Americans and the com-
munities they live in.

It’s inevitable that government-sponsored
gambling will be phased out in most places
across the United States. It is not a question
of if but when. It’s inevitable because we are
a people who believe government should pro-
mote fairness and equality of opportunity for
all. The speed of reform is up to all of us be-
cause it is we who will decide how many
more ‘‘losers’ like Scott Stevens we are will-
ing to sacrifice from our own families and
communities. Please join us in this good
fight. Thank you.

———

TAIWAN NATIONAL DAY

HON. STEVE STIVERS

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 19, 2014

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, on October
10th Taiwan celebrates its National Day, com-
monly referred to as “Double Ten Day” be-
cause of its occurrence on the tenth day of the
tenth month. On Double Ten Day, Taiwanese
citizens pause and honor its first glimpse of
becoming an independent and self-governing
country.

Exactly six months ago, on April 10th, the
United States and Taiwan celebrated a special
anniversary—the 35th anniversary of the Tai-
wan Relations Act. This bill passed Congress
and was signed into law by President Jimmy
Carter in 1979. The Taiwan Relations Act was
crucial in establishing a legal relationship be-
tween our country and that of Taiwan.

The Taiwan Relations Act has been mutu-
ally beneficial to both the United States and
Taiwan—boosting our economies and estab-
lishing a confidence of protection to the newly-
established democracy of Taiwan.

The people of Taiwan have contributed to
our thriving economy in many ways—and for
that, we are grateful. In fact, just last year,
Taiwan imported nearly $26 billion worth of
American goods. In Ohio alone we have
reached over $450 million from exports to Tai-
wan—making the country Ohio’s 5th largest
Asian export market.

We are grateful for Taiwan’s friendship and

look forward to many more years of this suc-
cessful partnership.
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RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS
OF BOB DICKERSON

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 19, 2014

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor Bob Dickerson of RESULTS, a
grassroots organization dedicated to creating
the political will to end poverty in the U.S. and
abroad. Mr. Dickerson has contributed im-
measurably to the local and international com-
munity over the last twenty-five years as a vol-
unteer leader.

After working as an attorney in Seattle for a
number of years, Mr. Dickerson left his law
practice and began working nearly full-time as
a RESULTS volunteer. His passionate and
ever present voice for the powerless—espe-
cially children—is truly remarkable. In 2005,
his work was recognized with the Thomas C.
Wales Foundation Award for Civic Engage-
ment and Passionate Citizenship.

As the RESULTS Seattle Group Leader, Mr.
Dickerson has developed deep partnerships
with powerful coalitions, elected leaders and
the media. His work inspired Members of Con-
gress and volunteers across the country on
both sides of the aisle to serve as vocal
spokespersons in support of the Global Pov-
erty Act, the Education for All Act, the Global
Fund for AIDS, TB and Malaria, and the Glob-
al Alliance for Vaccines and Immunizations,
among many others.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great admiration that
| recognize Bob Dickerson for twenty-five
years of excellence. | wish him the best of
luck in all his future endeavors.

—————

TAIWAN NATIONAL DAY
REMEMBRANCE

HON. KURT SCHRADER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 19, 2014

Mr. SCHRADER. Mr. Speaker, our ally and
friend in Southeast Asia, Taiwan, will celebrate
their 103rd National Day on October 10th.
Known as Double Ten Day, it celebrates the
start of the Wuchang Uprising which ultimately
led to the formation of Taiwan as we know it
today.

Double Ten Day has the same significance
to Taiwan as Independence Day does to us
here in the United States. It is a day that peo-
ple are able to celebrate and remember the
sacrifices that led to creation of Taiwan. Both
the U.S. and Taiwan are relatively new; in July
we celebrated our 238th anniversary and Tai-
wan is celebrating their 103rd.

On this occasion, | would like to note how
important Taiwan is to my home state of Or-
egon. Last year, Oregon exports to Taiwan
reached $825.6 million. Taiwan became our
5th largest trading partner in Asia and the 7th
largest in the world. From agriculture to ma-
chinery, Oregon products serve a large part of
Taiwan’s industries. There are more opportuni-
ties to capitalize on and | look forward to
working to grow investments and exports to
help both our peoples.

Again | wish a happy National Day to Tai-
wan. We look forward to continuing our friend-
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ship and partnership on the many issues that
we both face.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE SAN
MATEO COUNTY LAW LIBRARY

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 19, 2014

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
the San Mateo County Law Library, a unique
California resource that provides public access
to justice. The law library in Redwood City,
founded in 1916, houses a wealth of informa-
tion not available at other public libraries and
is used by some 9,000 individuals a year. In
addition to attorneys, legal professionals and
students, ordinary citizens use the library to
get assistance with landlord/tenant complaints,
marital and child custody disputes probate
questions, entrepreneurial pursuits, safety
issues and a broad range of other legal
issues. In fact, last year the general public
constituted 26 percent of all library users.

Individuals without legal training are not left
to their own devices to find and interpret legal
literature. Librarians help everyone find an-
swers to their legal questions, regardless of
their educational background or financial cir-
cumstances. The appreciation for this service
is best expressed by the public users them-
selves. One patron said, “The best legal librar-
jans in the Bay Area. Superior kindness,
knowledge and patience.” Another said, “The
staff here have made my life better, and for
that | feel compelled to dole out some kudos
to them.”

The idea for law libraries was born in the
Bay Area. In 1870, the San Francisco Law Li-
brary Act required the City and County of San
Francisco to provide facilities and services at
no charge and mandated access to county
citizens. In 1891, the California Legislature
adopted this practice at the state level requir-
ing each county to have a law library. The li-
braries were not connected as a system, in-
stead each county library rendered services
according to the needs of its communities and
was funded by the filing fees generated by the
court system.

Because the state law does not provide any
financial support to maintain the law collec-
tions or services, the San Mateo County Li-
brary is now at risk. Filing fees have dropped
dramatically.

Before the San Mateo County Law Library
opened at its current location at 710 Hamilton
Street in Redwood City, it used to consist of
two branches to serve the entire peninsula,
one in San Mateo’s Superior Court and the
other in South San Francisco’s courthouse.
Due to funding cuts, support for the law collec-
tion at San Mateo’s Superior Court had to be
discontinued many years ago and then the
courthouse was closed. Similarly, support for
the law collection at the South San Francisco
courthouse was discontinued in 2011 due to
cutbacks and then the courthouse was closed.
This created a Catch 22: as the courts closed
and filing fees increased, fewer law suits were
filed, more members of the general public
used the law libraries to solve their legal
issues, and the funding for the library dropped.
The popularity of the San Mateo Law Library
has ironically contributed to its threat of extinc-
tion.
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California’s County Law Library Statute was
a direct result of the progressive movement in
the late 20th century when disparity in wealth
resulted in armed clashes between the work-
ing and moneyed classes. Lawyers were con-
sidered tools of the rich and the law libraries
were tools for the common man to be his own
lawyer. Justice Conrad Rushing wrote: “The
establishment of law libraries was not by any
means the most important feature of what
grew out of the progressive movement, but it
nevertheless spoke strongly to the idea of
equality under the law.”

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to honor the important role the San
Mateo County Law Library continues to play
today by providing access to legal support
services and justice. May it be saved for all
San Mateo County residents as a symbol and
manifestation of “equality under the law.”

————
THE 140TH ANNIVERSARY OF
TRANSFIGURATION ROMAN

CATHOLIC PARISH OF WILLIAMS-
BURG, BROOKLYN, NY

HON. NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 19, 2014

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to Transfiguration Roman Catholic Par-
ish of Williamsburg, Brooklyn as it celebrates
its 140th anniversary. The church is com-
memorating this special year by hosting a se-
ries of events celebrating the parish and com-
munity’s rich history.

A church of humble beginnings, Trans-
figuration originated to serve Irish Catholic im-
migrants. Its first Mass was celebrated in 1874
by Friar John Fagan in a carpenter’'s shop on
Hooper Street. In 1875, Transfiguration R.C.
Church was dedicated. As the congregation
and diversity grew, so did the needs of the pa-
rishioners. In 1912, the Sisters of St. Joseph
established a parochial school that educated
thousands of students until 2006 when it
closed its doors.

In the late 1900’s there were 500 Puerto
Ricans living in New York City, and by the
1930’s the population increased to more than
45,000. Many of these families moved to Wil-
liamsburg and settled in the Southside/Los
Sures community near the Transfiguration par-
ish where they lived among Irish Catholics,
ltalians and Jews. Transfiguration embraced
the Latino community and adopted changes to
its ministry and services to meet the spiritual,
social and educational needs of its new pa-
rishioners. In 1956, after his ordination, Mon-
signor Bryan J. Karvelis, a then young priest
came to the parish and saw first-hand the con-
ditions and social needs of the families it
served.

Transfiguration, under the leadership of
Monsignor Karvelis, worked to improve the
lives and social and economic status of the
poor and refugee community it served. It
founded and helped create organizations like
the Southside Mission, the Transfiguration
Parish Federal Credit Union, Southside Immi-
gration Services, Nuestros Ninos Daycare
Center, a men’s shelter and food pantry and
Casa Betsaida, a hospice residence opened
during the AIDS crisis for individuals infected
with the virus. Monsignor Karvelis served
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