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I am fighting hard for this increase, 

because I know quality child care is 
worth every penny. I could not have 
done it without Senator HARKIN as the 
Labor-HHS Chairman. And rest as-
sured, we will keep fighting for this 
child care program. So you see, we put 
money in a program through appro-
priations channels and now we are im-
proving the program through author-
izing channels. 

I would like to thank my partner in 
crime, Senator RICHARD BURR, who was 
Ranking Member of Children and Fam-
ilies when I was Chair of that Sub-
committee. Senator BURR’s unwavering 
commitment to reauthorizing this pro-
gram and ensuring safety of children is 
unrivaled, unparalleled, and un-
matched. It has been a pleasure work-
ing with Senator BURR and his staff, 
Chris Toppings. They deserve a lot of 
credit for getting us here today. 

I would also like to extend a sincere 
thanks to Chairman HARKIN and Rank-
ing Member ALEXANDER, as well as 
former Ranking Member ENZI, and all 
of their staffs. Senators HARKIN, ALEX-
ANDER, and ENZI have been involved in 
drafting the bill from the outset. They 
have worked to make sure that the bill 
remained a priority for the HELP Com-
mittee. The expertise of their staffs has 
been invaluable throughout this proc-
ess. I want to thank Senator HARKIN’s 
staff, Mario Cardona and Mildred 
Otero, and Senator ALEXANDER’s staff, 
Peter Oppenheim and Patrick Murray. 
I would also like to thank our House 
colleagues, Representatives KLINE and 
MILLER, for making this bill a priority 
and for getting it done. 

Every working parent with children, 
no matter their income level, worries 
about child care. What’s affordable? 
What’s accessible? Will my child be 
safe? Where can I get the best care for 
my kid? The CCDBG program has given 
many families over many years peace 
of mind, but we can and should be 
doing more to improve child care for 
children, parents, and providers alike. 
It is long past time to revitalize, re-
fresh, and reform this vitally impor-
tant program. It is my hope that we 
can move swiftly to pass this bill and 
send it to the President’s desk. It has 
been 18 years in the making. Let’s not 
wait any longer. 

f 

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FALL 
OF THE BERLIN WALL 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, No-
vember 9, 1989, was the day the Berlin 
Wall came down, a day we can all be 
proud. It is a day that reminds us of 
the power of democratic values and 
ideals. 

I am filled with happiness as I re-
member that wonderful day 25 years 
ago. I am a proud American, there is no 
other country blessed with such oppor-
tunity, but the roots of my heritage lie 
in Poland. I grew up in a home that 
kept the heritage of the old country 
alive. As a child of World War II, Eu-
rope has always been fundamental to 
my life. 

Together with my family I watched 
Poland fall, along with Hungary and 
the Czech Republic and others, behind 
the Iron Curtain. I remember when Po-
land was sold out at Yalta and Pots-
dam because of an ill-conceived agree-
ment. These countries became captive 
nations. 

We watched as a wall was built in 
Berlin. Those in East Berlin found 
themselves behind not only the Iron 
Curtain but the Berlin Wall as well, cut 
off from family, friends, and their live-
lihoods. 

I am proud that Americans stood up 
at this moment—the famous Berlin 
Airlift provided those in West Berlin 
during the Berlin Blockade. The United 
States, with our allies, delivered basic 
necessities, food, and fuel. We all stood 
with President Kennedy as he declared 
‘‘Ich bin ein Berliner.’’ American lead-
ership was instrumental in making 
small cracks in the wall. As Madeline 
Albright, whose heritage is also rooted 
in Eastern Europe like my own, has 
said of the United States, ’We are the 
indispensable nation. We stand tall. We 
see further into the future.’ 

The wall began to crumble when an 
obscure Polish electrician named Lech 
Walesa jumped over a wall in a ship-
yard in Gdansk. It began with the Soli-
darity movement. From this, a people’s 
revolution was sparked in Central Eu-
rope. 

And thanks to the nonviolent 
protestors, the dissidents, such as 
Vaclav Havel of Czechoslovakia, and 
the political leadership from President 
Reagan and Maggie Thatcher and mem-
bers of Congress the Wall came down. 

I stand here to commemorate the fall 
of the Berlin Wall, bringing down the 
Iron Curtain. Twenty five years ago, as 
a citizen of a strong democratic United 
States of America, I joined President 
Reagan when he said, ‘‘Mr. Gorbochev, 
tear down this wall.’’ I take this oppor-
tunity to stand together with my coun-
trymen and celebrate our democratic 
values, our respect for human rights, 
and our freedom. The United States is 
a great nation, and through our action, 
commitment, and resolve, we will con-
tinue to bring down walls of oppres-
sion. 

This is a great occasion for all of us 
and for the world and deserves our re-
membrance. 
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HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

CORPORAL THOMAS A. BLAIR 
Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, it is my 

honor to pay tribute to the life and 
sacrifice of Marine Cpl Thomas A. 
Blair of Wagoner, OK who lost his life 
on March 24, 2003, from injuries sus-
tained during a lengthy battle with in-
surgents while serving his Nation in 
Nasiriyah, Iraq. 

The son of Alfred Jr. and Nancy Hin-
ton Blair, Tommy was born July 7, 
1978, in Wagoner, OK. After graduating 
from Broken Arrow High School, he en-
tered the Marine Corps in 1997 and was 
assigned to the 2nd Low Altitude Air 

Defense Battalion, Marine Air Control 
Group-28, 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing, 
Cherry Point, NC. 

Tommy was posthumously awarded 
the Navy-Marine Corps Commendation 
Medal for helping pull nine wounded 
marines into an armored vehicle before 
it was hit by at least four enemy rock-
et-propelled grenades and then a mis-
sile fired from an American attack 
plane. He was among 18 marines killed 
that day in fighting around Nasiriyah. 

Tommy was laid to rest in Ozark Me-
morial Park Cemetery in Joplin, MO, 
and is survived by his father Alfred Jr., 
mother Nancy, and brother Alfred III. 

‘‘He was a young man that would 
give the shirt off his back if someone 
needed it,’’ recalled his older brother, 
Marine SSG Alfred Blair, III. ‘‘He lived 
life to the fullest and enjoyed every 
minute of every day. In his first letter 
home to our mom, he said he was doing 
what he had been trained to do and was 
proud to be doing it for his country.’’ 

Today we remember Marine CPL 
Thomas A. Blair, the first known na-
tive Oklahoman to lose his life in Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom. He was a young 
man who loved his family and country 
and gave his life as a sacrifice for free-
dom. 

CAPTAIN JOHN J. BORIA 
Mr. President, I also pay tribute to 

the life and sacrifice of Air Force Capt. 
John J. Boria of Broken Arrow, OK, 
who died on September 6, 2004, after in-
juries sustained in a all-terrain vehicle 
accident while serving his nation in 
Doha, Qatar. 

Javy, as he was known by his family 
and friends was born on August 12, 1975. 
After graduating from Union High 
School in Tulsa, OK, in 1993, I nomi-
nated this bright young man to attend 
the U.S. Air Force Academy. He spent 
a year at the Academy’s Prep School 
before entering the U.S. Air Force 
Academy, where he graduated in 1998. 
Upon completing flight training, he 
was assigned as an instructor and KC– 
135 pilot at the 911th Refueling Squad-
ron at Grand Forks Air Force Base, 
ND, and was deployed to Qatar to work 
in the Combined Air Operations Center 
in June 2004. 

Funeral services were held on Sep-
tember 14, 2004, at Broken Arrow As-
sembly of God Church, with intern-
ment at the U.S. Air Force Academy 
Cemetery in Colorado Springs, CO. 
Javy is survived by his parents John 
and Wanda and brother Joe. 

His favorite Bible verse in John 15 
states, depending on the translation, 
that ‘‘no greater love has a man than 
he lay down his life for his friends,’’ his 
mother said. When discussing becoming 
an organ donor with his mother during 
his junior year at the Academy, Javy 
said, ‘‘I want to be a donor too. If I die 
and part of me could be used, it could 
give somebody else a chance to live the 
life that I won’t have.’’ 

Today we remember Air Force Capt. 
John J. Boria, a young man who loved 
his family and country and gave his 
life as a sacrifice for freedom. 
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